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2 oration LY in the Second Volume. IA 


| | * | JN that 1 which.is called New-foreft > $A 
- Wah be ordered the churches: and villages to 5 
| be deſtroyed, the people: to be driven out, 2 
and the whole 10 by wild beaſts. . -. 7 © 
e mn uben:.of Huntingdon: -.* 3 
| 7: That tract of counſay; a ſpace of more than = 
| C thirty miles in extent, now called New-foreft, 1 © 9 
„5 but formerly called Ytene, William, the baſ. 
dad, ordered to be deſpolled of all its: 
churches, villages, and inhabitants, and to 
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| - houſes * were all deſtroyed; and che £ 
| reduced by. che king's order into a chace for 

© beafts. /* — Mincheſter chronicle. 

7. This prince (Rufus). made foreſts in various 
parts: but his capital foreſt occupied that 
tract of country, which lies between South- 

ampton, and Chriſtchurch. Here, to take | - 

toom for his beaſts of chace, he deſtroyed 
twenty-two churches, ſome ay fifty- two, 
together with villages, chapels, and private 
| houſes, and formed New-foreſt, which he 
called his garden; filling it with game; 
which he We for” ſeven years. 3 
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1 No inquiry muſt be made, how veaiſon i 
j procured. 

11 - 

j 2 KW „ WG he Melb of Frafe— 
| to injure. the foreſt—and to increaſe the | 
F Poor. 15 A 

'Þ 446. A'hag from Epicurus's bexd. %, 


-232 Seng from mighty Jore. | 
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1 264. Hail to chat public wiſdom, which defends 

| "2p - The docking Kings, and feeds at dirent ends, 

1 Alas! in France dhe folly fill prevails! © 
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Was of this dire diſtreſs the leading cauſe... | 
11 raiſed ſuſpicions firſt, qhen ronſed the ſons 
5 Of violence to war. — N N 
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488 of dhe ne! 8 . 
metly overſpread the iſland of Britain. * 
None of them at, this de ,;poſſeſles its — 
original grandeur. A few, hae 1 
ſome little appearance of, ſcenery :.. * as 

greater part ars waſtes. 3 . 
ſhire. is among the few, which have retained e 
an ideas of their anclent conſequence. — | +604 
At leaſt it is ſuperior to the reſt, "on account 2 SP 
0 the ertent of it's boundaries; the variety N 
of it's, denten: ad che, grandevr ,of ie 
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With theſe ſbenes I propoſe, in the fol- 
lowing book, to illuſtrate the obſervations, 


which have been made in the two preceding 


books; and- ſhall in ſeveral excurſions, through 
the different parts of this woody country, 
endeavour to point out it's peculiar beauties. 


But tho I ſhall chiefly conſider it in a pic- 


tureſque light, I ſhall vary my ſubject by 


N giving a, general idea of the ancient hiſe 


tory, and preſent — of this celebrated 
foreſt. 


This tract of wood-land was originally 1 W 
—— — tour 
thirteen years after the battle of Haſtings; 


and is indeed the only foreſt in England, 
whoſe origin can be traced. It took the 
denomination of New-foreſt from it's being 
an addition to the many foreſts, which the 


crown already poſſeſſed; and which had 
formerly been appropriated 'in "feudal times. 


The original name of = trac of . County 
was tene. 
As ſeveral foreſts were more 'cortiinotiontly 


ſituated for royal diverſion than 'New-foreſt, 


tho , hiſtorian | hack. hoon lee BT "to 
rnceive, 


i 


' 
1 


' 
| 
* 


4 


3 ( 3 5. : 
CONCEIVE, cht William muſt have: bad ks 


ends, than amuſement, in making this ad- 


dition to chen « ind. nbſtening Mactbarl ite 
vicinity to the coaft of Normandy, - be hath 


from this circumſtance drawn à ſurmiſe, that 


under the idea of a ſoteſt, William meant 
to preſerve an unobſerved communication with 
the continent; which would enable him to 
embark his troops, on aer * without 
giving alarm. a 

But this ſurmiſe depends on no biltorical 
evidence ; neither indeed js it prabable. The 
coaſts of Kent, and Suſſex were more com- 
modigus for the embarkation of troops, than 
any. part of New-foreſt. And it is abſurd 
ta ſuppoſe an army could be. embarked any 7 
where without obſervation. Southampton in- 
deed was commodiqus enough: bgt this port 
neither lies in New-foreſt ; nor daes the foreſt 
in any degree, ſkreen it's avenue. Heſides, 
the affairs of William were neyer in ſo per- 


plexed à ſituation, as to require privacy; 


eſpecially at the time when he made this 
ſoreſt; which was aſter he had: defeated ail 
his enemies, and was of courſe in the height 


of his power. Nor indeed was it agreeable 
r prince to do 
8 2 things 


6490 


d ſecretly. He rather choſe, on att 
occaſions, to ſway the ſceptre with: a, lofty 
hand. The judicious Rapin ſeems: to: cloſe 
the whole debate very juſtly, - by obſerving, 
that this ſurmiſe ſeems to have ariſen: merely 
from an opinion, that ſo politic a prince as 
William, could do nothing without a political 
end: whereas the moſt - politic princes, no 
ee ſwayed where their pleaſures are 
cs. paſſions, and n like _ 


| 2 * means, hich William SFO in af. 

foreſting theſe extenſive wood⸗- lands, create 

another queſtion among hiſtorians. The ge- 

neral opinion is, that he deſtroyed a' number 

of villages, and churches ; drove out the in- 
-  habitants; laid their lands waſte ; n N | 
Neu ·-foreſt in their room. 

This opinion has appeared. to ſome an 
ſounded; and Voltaire in particular, has ſtood 
up in defence of the humanity, or rather 
the policy of William. It is abſurd, he 
thinks, to ſuppoſe that a prince ſo noted 
er . bs nm, een : ſhould 
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Vol. i. fol. page 178. 
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lay waſte ſo much cultiyated ground; plant 
it. with foreſt trees, which would be many 
years in coming io perfection; and for the 
ſake of a few deer, turn adrift fo large a body 
of his induſtrious ſubjects, who might have 
contributed 25 8 to the increaſe / of 158 
revenues“. 1 2 — 

Voltaire's ConeldGow a hi juſt; but his 0 

_ reaſoning is certainly ill founded. It proceeds, 
on the improbability of ſo wide a deſolation 3 

whereas it might have proceeded better un | 

the inpelſibility of it. For how could William 

have ſpread: ſach depopulation in a country, 
which, from the nature of it, muſt have 
been from the firſt very thinly inhabited? 
The aticient Viene was undoubtedly a woody 
tract long before the times of William. 

Voltaire's idea therefore of planting a, fort 
is abſurd,” and is founded on a total ignorance 
of the country. He took his ideas merel7 
from a French foreſt, which is artificially 

a Planted, and laid out in viſtas, and alleys. 
It is probable, that William rather opened 
his Coates by cutting down wood; than that 


. 


44 I 
he had occaſion to plant riore:—Befides, tho 
the internal ſtrata of the foil of New-foreſt 
are admirably adapted to produce timber 
pet the ſurface of it, is in general, poor; 
and could never have admitted, even if the 
times had allowed, any high degree of cul. 
tivation. Upon the whole therefore, it 


does not ſeem | poſſible, that William could 


have ſpread ſo wide à depopulation through 


this country, as he is „* to have 
done. 
On the other hand; there is no contending 


againſt the ſtream of hiſtory; and tho we 


may allow that William could not make any 


great depopulation ; we are not to ſuppoſe he 
made none at all. Many writers, who lived 
about his time, unite in lamentable complaints 


of his devaſtations. According to them, at 


leaſt thirty miles of cultivated lands were laid 
waſte ; above fifty pariſh churches, and many 
| villages deſtroyed; and all the inhabitants 
extirpated®, But it is to be Tons that 


5 lf t Geattiis iis 


Py 
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eradicari; gentem extirpari; et a feris fecit inhabitari. Hen. 
de Huntingdan. 
| Nova 


— 


In ſylva, quz vocatur nova foreſfa, . ih 


Fa 


i 
: 


| 


" 1 
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(33) 
theſe writers were monks, Who had taken 
high offence at William for his exactions on 
their monaſteries; and were neither, as it 
appears, informed themſelves ; nor. diſpoſed 
through their prejudices, . to inform others. 
Many things they fay, are palpably falſeQ. 
In this dearth therefore of hiſtorical evidence, 
we are ſtill at a loſs To ſuppoſe that 
William made no devaſtation,” and to ſuppoſe 
that he "oO * which, theſe. en 


— 


—_ 


Nova regia foreſta, 2 Ytene, quam Gulielmus bet. 
tardus, hominibus fugatis, deſertis villis, et ſubreptis ec- 
clefiis per 30, n age ip laſtra 
ferarum redigit. | 

Per.30, « amplius millaria, oni erg; hominym mango, terra | 
fructifera, necnon frugifera, extirpatis domibus, cum promariis, 
et hortls, et etiam ecctefiis, cum ermetariis; in foreſtam, vel 
potius in deſerta, et ferarum luſtra, regs ;Jubemte, redata. 
erant. Hiſt. Winton, | | 

Hic Gulielmus (Rufus) fecit foreſtas in multis Jodis, per 
medium regni; ef imer Southampton, et prioratum Twynam, 
qui anne vocatur Chriſt-church, proſtravit, et exterminavit 24 
vecloſſas matrices, cum villis, capellis, maperiis, atque man- 
fionibus ; ſecundum vero quoſdam, 52 eccleſias parochiales ; 
et fecit foreſtam novam, quam vocavit ſaum novum herbarium ; 
et replevit eam cervin, damit, et aliis feris à paroens illis per 


e 
« . monks 


* 


b 1 — 0 8 )- 


monks lay to his charge, ſeem to be ſup- 


poſitions equally unſupported. On the whole 
therefore, the truth of this matter, as of moſt 


others, lies ene berween: _ two bh 


: nions. 4 


With ant to the OE and boundaries * 
of this extenſive foreſt, it occupies the ſouth- 


| weſt extremity of Hampſhire; - and in it's 
earlier form was à kind of peninſula, bounded 


by the bay of Southampton on the ceaſt— ; 
by the river Avon on the weſt—and on the 


ſouth ; by the channel of the iſle of Wight, 
as far as the Needles; and to the weſt of thoſe 
rocks by the ocean. Thus the boundaries of 
News-foreſt were determined by the _—_ 
lines of the country. + 

It' does not however, appear, that William 
I extended the bounds of New-foreſt thus 


far. They are ſuppoſed rather to have been 


inlarged by ſucceeding princes ;” particularly 
by Henry I. who was probably tempted by 
the natural limits of the country. By this 


prince, or at leaſt by ſome of the early ſuec- 


oeſſors of William, the whole peninſula was 


taken in; and the bounds of the foreſt were 


_ 


„ 


* 
g 
1 


” * 


« PP. 
fairly ertended, as I have deſcribed them, 60. 
the bay of . river bean 2 2 
the ſea. 
In thoſe days it oY 2 mutter e E 
ceremony either to make, or to inlarge 4 
foreſt. Thus faith the law: It is allowed 
to our ſovereign lord the king, in reſpect of | 
his continual care, and labour, for the pre- 
ſervation of the whole realm, among other 
privileges, this prerogative, to have his places 
of recreation, and paſtime, whereſbever he 
will appoint. For as it is at the liberty, 
and pleaſure of his grace to reſerve the wild - 
beaſts, and the game to himſelf, for his only 
delight and -pleaſure, ſo he may alſo at his 
will and gegr. Tos a foreſt” for them to 
abide 97-4912. % l 25 
Ageteeable to this pit of: delporifan;"-the 
royal foreſts were regulated. Each had it's 
laws, and government; and as theſe differed 
from each other in very few particulars, all 
werte equally grievous to the ſubject. Foreſt- 
law indeed was one of the greateſt incroach- 
ments e ee made upon the natural 
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rights 


183 
rights. of mankind ; and conſidering. the diſ- 
parity of the objec, on the greateſt inſults 
of tyranny. 

The Romans had no idea of appropriating 
game. Under their government the foreſts of 
England, like thoſe of America, were common 
hunting - grounds. The northern barbarians firſk 
pretended to the right of making private pro-- 
perty of what, being naturally wild, belonged 
equally to, all. 

The idea of foreſt claw, and foreſt-rights | 
obtained early indeed in Saxon times. But 
the Saxon. princes were in general a mild 
race; and there were ſome traces of liberal 
ſentiment in their inſtitutions. Under them, 
untenanted | waſtes only were afforeſted—the 
penalties of foreſt-laws were gentle—and the 
execution of them never rigid, 80 that, in 
thoſe equitable times, foreſt-law was hardly 
eſteemed a burthen upon the people. 

The Norman princes were a different race. 
They were fierce, haughty, violent, and de- 
ſpotic. Under them the language of Engliſh 
law in general aſſumed a new tone; and of 
foreſt-law in particular. For as the Norman 
' princes were all mighty hunters, this part of 

juriſprudence engaged their peculiar attention. 


* 


. 


F 9 : 


It was conctived- in the - higheſs ſpirit | of 
deſpotiſm ; and executed it. the et 
rigour of vindictive enen | 


— 
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heightened by poetie images, the following Hats of Mr. Pope 
ea ood in a ſtrong light. 
Thus all the land appeared, in ages paſt, / 43 
A dreary deſert, and a gloomy waſt,, , 7 
To ſavage beaſts, and ſavage laws a prey, 
And kings more furious, and ſevere than they; 
Who claimed the fkies, diſpeopled air, and floods, 
The lonely lords of empty wilds, and woods. 
- Cities laid waſte, they ' formed the dens, and caves ; 
For wiſer btates were backward to be ſlaves. 
What could be free, when lawleſs beaſts obeyed ? 
And even the elements a tyrant frayed? ? 
In vain kind ſeaſons ſwelled the teeming grain, 
Soft towers diſtilled, and ſuns grew warm in vain ; 
"The ſwain, with tears his freftrate 1aboars yields, 
And famiſhed dies amidft his ripening fields. 
What wonder then, à veal, or fubje& flain, 
Were tqual"erirhes in à deſpotic reign l 
Both doomed alike, for ſportive tyrants 'bled : 
But While the Mbject Rarved, the beaſt was fed. 
| Proud Ninirod firſt the bloody chaſe began, 
"A mighty hunter; and his prey Was man. 
Our haughty Norman boaſts chat Verbarous name, 
And makes his trembling ſlaves the royal game. 
| The 
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5 oN is true indeed the principal object of 
. Feline was the preſervation of game, which 
the offender killed at his 'own peril. But 


when we recollect how extenſive the royal 
foreſts were, including little leſs than an 


eighth part of the kingdom—when we con- 


fider the miſchievous nature of every ſpecies 


of - game, and particularly of foreſt-deer in 


dultivated lands when we obſerve. farther, 
that manꝝ of the royal foreſts were blended 


Ro I 


* * 
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The- levelled towns with weeds lie covered. o'er ; 
The hollow winds through naked temples roar 3 
Round broken columns claſping ivy twined 3 * 
O'er heaps of ruin ſtalked: the ſtately hind ; - 
The fox obſcene to gaping tombs retires, , 
And ſavage howlings fill the ſacred quires. 

| Awed by his nobles, by his commons curſt, 

. The oppreſſor ruled tyrannic, where he durſt; - 
Cereb, lar the eee hate; ene 
And ſerved alike his vaſſals, and his God. 

Whom even the Saxon ſpared, and bloody. Pane, 
The wanton victims of his ſport remain. | 
r Bos wa 
A waſte for beaſts, denied himfelf a grave 
Stretched on the land his ſecond. hope ſurvey, 

At once the chaſer, and at once the prey: 

Lo! an. tugging at the — dart, 
21a U. ©: Windſor foreſt. 
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with private property—that the limits of 
others were very undefined - and laſtly, when 
we reflect, how eaſy a matter it Was, by a 
ſtretch of royal authority, to c the locality 
of a treſpaſs in a foreſt, tho it was never 
committed there; we may caſily conclude, 
| from the Whole, how fertile 4 Hufes of 
vexation foreſt- law might be made; this it 


metely reſpected game. * gl . 


But other grievances accrued. * 
croachments were made on private property. 
Extravagant claims were pretended by foreſt- 
officers; and heavy tolls were levied on ſuch 
merchandize, as paſſed through the king's 


Foreſts,” tho in fick, it ould” paß in 6 


other direction. Sometimes alſo needy prin 
ces, (and moſt of them were needy) with a 


view to raiſe money, would ſend commiſſioners 
purpoſcly to examine into foreſt-treſpaſſes ; ane 


on theſe occaſions, we may be ſure, there was 
always exaggeration enougn. 

This accumulation of hardſhip was at "all 
times decply felt, and reſented; and wherever 
the reins of government llackened in the hands 
ef a well N 1 of the nation alot. 


1 
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und endeavoured to reſume its native rigbte. 
Succeſs at laſt attended theſe repeated ſtruggles. 
Foreſt-law was aboliſhed ; at bra its miſchis- 
vous effect were RTE: 81 1 


But if the oak imagined this vitary-, 
would reinſtate them in their native rights 
over the foreſt, they were miſtaken. A new 
ſpecies of law, under the denomination: of 
game-law, aroſe upon the ruins of fareſt-law. 
This law had from it's inſtitution an. arif- 
tocratic caſt. For the harons and great men, 
who had wreſted the rigour of foreſt-law from 
the prince, did not mean to free the people 
from the impoſition ; but pnly to adminiſter 
it themſelves: and thus a, thouſand tyrants 

| ſtarted up inſtead of one. Some of the ſeyerer 
penalties indeed were aboliſhed, A man pre- 
ſerved his eyes, or his hands, tho he killed a 

' pheaſant, or a partridge: but he was fined-- 
arms were taken from him —and he was conti- 
nually teaſed with vexatious ſuits. © Beſides, 36 
game-law was more extenſive than foreſt- 
law, it involved — numbers within it's 
1 | | 
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At the time, when foreſt-law' was abolithel, ' 
All the incroachments, which the crew hall 
made on the confines of foreſts, were given 
back. Then it was that New-foreſt was 
reduced within it's ancient bourids; and a 
thoſe lands, which bordere# on the bay '«f 
Southampton, the river Avon, and the fea, 
were reſtored to their old poſſefſore. Theſe 
lands were then diſtinguiſhed by the name df 
the purlieus of the fore; and their owners, 
at leaſt ſome of them, by way of indetnnlf{- - 
cation for injuries received, enjoyed ſeveral | 
privileges, particularly the right of 
in the foreſt; and of killing crelpatſing deer, 
(provided they were killed before they entered 
the foreft, WON”: was: FE. dmc 2 8 
1 


* 
© # 


The ſhape of New-foreſ is a i kind of in- 7 
gular triangle, wide at the ſouth, and drawing 
to a point towards the north; contained within 
a circumference of about fifty miles. It's 

limits on every fide are very accurately known, 
and deſcribed : but, in a work of this kind, 
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| it will anſwer. no end, either of e 
or af utility, to walk it's bounds.—80 fr 
indeed am I from intending to be accurate in 
this matter, that I propoſe in the following 

deſcriptive view: of New-foreſt, to take very _ 
great liberties with it's boundaries; and to 
conſider the foreſt in it's ancient, and moſt, 
extended late, limited by the bay of South- 
-ampton on the caſt; by the river Avon on 
the welt; and by 4 the ſea on the ſouth. 
Without taking this liberty, I ſhould loſe 
the deſcription of ſome of the moſt beautiful 
ſcenery, that formerly belonged ' . 
But before .1 enter on the picfureſque, part 
of my work, it remains, as I have already 
given a ſhort account of the ancient flate of 
New-foreſt, to add a ſhort account alſo of 
it's preſent fate; it's aun. demeiſns, 
| and inhabitants. 


aw 2 » 
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"HE government of New-forel is, 

this time, nearly what it 4 8 
was, excepting only that the abolition of 
 foreſt-law hath reſtrained the power of it's 
_ officers*®. _ 

The chief officer belonging to it, is the 
lord-warden, who is generally ſome perſon of 
great diſtinction. The preſent lord. warden 
is the duke of Gloceſter. Under him are 
two diſtin appointments of officers ; the one 
to preſerve the veniſon” of the foreſt ; and the 


4 n 
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had many particulars wich regard ta che preſent late of 
New - foreſt from Mr, Samber of caſtle-Malwood lodge, who 
was intimately acquainted with it. After his death, his ſon, 
Capt. Samber of the navy; obligingly put into my hands 
CET 0 NIN 
to his father. 40 | | 4 
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other to preſerve it's vert. The former term, 
in the language of foreſt-law, includes all 
ſpecies of game: the latter reſpects the woods, 
and lawns, which harbour, and feed them, 
Of thoſe officers who ſuperintend the game, 
are firſt the two rangers. But the office of 
ranger; as well as that of bow-bearer, and 
a few others, have been long in diſuſe : at 
leaſt they ſeem to be delegated to the keepers : 
of theſe there are fifteen ; who preſide over 
as many walls, into which the foreſt is 
divided. In each walk is erected a lodge. 
A few, of theſe lodges are elegant manſions z 
and are the habitations of the keepers, who 
are generally men of faſhion, or fortune. 
Prince William of Gloceſter has one; the 
duke of Bolton another; and lord Delawar a 
third; but in general, the lodges are but 
moderate buildings; and are inhabited by the 
under - keepers, or groom-keepers, as they are 
called; on whom the executive — of the | 
keeper” s office deyolves. 

The- under-keeper feeds the deer in wink. 
browzes them 'in ſummer—knows where to 
find a fat buck—executes. the king's warrants, 
for veniſon—preſents offences in the foreſt- 


courts—and . the deſtruction or 2 5 


N 
In this laſt article his virtue is chieſſy ſhown j 
and to this purpoſe the memory of every ſound 


keeper N be Dee K. e - cabaliſtie BD 
. , 634 WIE * n | 
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It implies the ſeveral circumſtances, in which 
offenders may be taken with the, manner, as it: | 
is pbraſed. If a man be found armed, and 
Nationed 3 in ſome ſuſpicious part of the foreſt 
or if he be found with a dog purſuing a ſtricken 
deer or if he be found carrying a dead deer 
on his back —or laſtly, if he he found bloody 
in the foreſt; he is, in all theſe caſes, ſeiaable; 
tho the fact of killing a deer cannot be proved 


upon him. The under-keeper alſo drives the 
Foreſt ; that is, he ngnally Impendf l the 
cattle, that paſture in his walk; and ſees 
them examined, and properly marked. 

With regard to the woods of the foreſt, 


which were originally conſidered only as they. 
e * the feſt officer, en the 
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lord - warden, is the woddward. It: is his 
buſineſs, as his title. denotes, to inſpect the 
woods. He prevents waſte he ſees. that 
young trees are properly fenced—and he afligns 
timber for the payment of foreſt-officers. 
This timber is fold by auction at the court at 
Lyndhurſt ; and. annually amounts to about 
ſeven hundred pounds; which is the ſum be 
required. 
Under the woodward are twelve pes] 3. 
and to theſe indeed chiefly is delegated the 
executive part of his office. The regarders 
ſeize the hedge-bills, and axes of treſpaſſers; 
prefent offences in the foreſt-courts ; and aſſign 
fuch timber as is chimed by the inhabitants, 
and borderers of the foreſt, for fuel, and 
repairs. Of this inferior wood, there are 
great quantities aſſigned, on every fide of the 
foreſt. I can only ſpeak of my own affign- 
ment, as vicar of _ 5 wenn is annually 
twelve load. 
| Beſides theſs officers, who are in effect the 
officers of the crown, as they are appointed by 
the lord- warden; there are four others, called 
verderors, who are commonly gentlemen of 
property and intereſt in the neighbourhood, and 
are elected, e by 
5 5 N the 
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the freeholders of the county. Theſe officers, 
ſince the juſticzary-in-epre has been a ſinecure, 
are the only judges of the foreſt · courts. The 
verderor is an ancient foreſt- officer. His name 
' occurs in the carlieſt account of foreſt-law. 
But tho his appointment has at | preſent a 
democratical caſt, it is probable, that he was 
formerly a royal officer; and that his election 
by the free - holders of the county was extorted 
from the crown in ſome period favourable to 
liberty. As Neu-: foreſt was always: conſidered 
as the great magazine of navy timber, the | 
verderors were impowered: by an act of par- 
liament in king William's time, to fine 
delinquents to the amount of five pounds ian 
their attachment- courts: whereas in all the 
other foreſts of England, the fine des not 
amount to mote than a few pence, which 
was 'the original amerſement. The ver- 
deror is an officer without falary: but by 
ancient cuſtom he was entitled to courſe, and 
take what deer he pleaſed, in his Way to the 
foreſt- court: but this privilege is now com- 
pounded by an annual fee of a buck, and à doe. 
Beſides theſe ancient officers. of the foreſt, 
hm is one of later inſtitation, ſince timber 
became valuable as a material. He is called 
C 3 the 
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this purveyor, and is appointed by the com- 
miſſioner of the dock at Portſmouth, His 
buſineſs is to aſſign timber for the uſe of the 
| navy. The. origin of the purveyor is not 
earlier than the reign of Charles II. in whoſe 
time five' hundred oaks, and fifty beeches were 
. annually aſſigned for the king's yards; and this 
officer was appointed to affign them. But 
it being found, that the foreſt could: ill ſupply 
ſo large a quantity of oak; ipſtead of five 
hundred, the number was afterwards reduced 
to ſixty; which together with fifty beeches, 
are ſtill annually affigned®#, The purveyor 
has a falary of fifty pounds a your's « and fix and 
eight- pence a day, when on duty. * 

I ſhall conclude this account of the officers 
of the foreſt with the fingular character of one 
of them, who lived in the times of James, 
and Charles I. It is preſerved in Hugchla: 8 
| hiſtory of DorſetſhireF,  _ 

The name of this memorable ſportſman, 
for in that character alone he was conſpicuous, 
was Henry Haſtings. He was ſecond ſon to 
the earl of Huntingdon ; and inherited a good 
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was one of the keepers of New-foreſt; and 
reſided in his lodge there, during a part of 


every hunting- ſeaſon. But his principal reſi-| 
dence was at, Woodlands, in Dorſetſhire, 
where he had a capital manſion. One of his 


neareſt neighbours, was the lord chancellor 
Cooper, firſt earl of Shaftſbury. Two men 
could not be more oppoſite in their diſpoſitions, | 
and purſuits. They had little communication. 
therefore ; {nd their occaſional. meetings were. 
rendered more diſagrecable to both, from their 
oppoſite ſentiments in politics. Lord Shaft- 
ſbury, who was the younger man, was the 
ſurvivor; and the following account of Mr. 
Haſtings, which I have ſemewhat abridged, 
is ſaid to have. been the production of his 
pen. 8 6 be nat l e 
Mr. Haſtings was low of ſtature, but very 
ſtrong, and very active; of a ruddy com— 
plexion, with flaren hair. His cloaths were 

always of green cloth. His houſe was of the 
old faſhion; in the midſt of a large park, well 
ſtocked with deer, rabbits, and fich · ponds. 
He had a long narrow bowling- green, in it; 
and uſed to play with round ſand-bowls. 
Here too he had a banquetting- room built, 
| | 9 like 


ee | 
nike a ſtand, in a large tree. He kept all forts 
of hounds, that ran buck, fox, hare, otter, 


and badger; and had hawks of all kinds, 


both long, and ſhort winged. - His great hall 
was commonly ftrewed with marrow-bones ; 
and full of hawk-perches, hounds, ſpaniels, 
and terriers. The upper end of it was hung 
with fox-ſkins of this, and the laſt year's 
killing. Here, and there a pole-cat was 
intermixed; and hunter's poles in great abun- 
dance. The parlour was a large room, 
compleatly furniſhed in the fame ſtile. On 
a broad hearth, paved with brick, lay ſome 
of the choiceſt terriers, hounds, and ſpaniels. 
One or two of the great chairs, had litters 

of cats in them, which were not to be diſ- 
turbed. Of theſe three or four always attended 
him at dinner; and a little white wand lay 
by his trencher; to defend it, if they were 
too troubleſome. In the windows, which 
were very large, lay his arrows, croſs-bows, 
and other accoutrements. The corners of 
the room were filled with his beſt hunting, 
and hawking poles. His oiſter- table ſtood 
at the lower end of the room; which was in 
conſtant uſe twice a day, all the year round; 
for he never failed to eat oiſters both at dinner, 
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and ſupper; 'with which the neighbouring © 


town of Pool ſupplied him. At the upper 
end of the room ſtood a finall table with 'a 
| double deſk; one fide of which held 2 


church · bible; the other, the book of martyrs... 
On different tables in the room lay hawk'ss 


hoeds; bells; eld hats, with: their erownt 
thruſt in, full of pheaſant eggs; tables; dice: 
cards; and ſtore of tobacco- pipes. At one 
end of this room was a door, which opened 
into a cloſet; where ſtood 'bottles- of ſtrong 
beer, and wine; which never came out but 
in ſingle glaſſes, which was the rule of the 
houſe; for he never exceeded himſelf ; nor 
permitted others to exceed. Anſwering to 
this cloſet, was a door into an old chapel; 
which had been long diſuſed for devotion; 
but in the pulpit, as the fafeſt place, was 
always to be found a cold chine of beef, a 
veniſon-paſty, a gammon of bacon, or a great 
apple-pye, with thick cruſt, | well-baked. 
His table coſt him not much, tho it was good 
to cat at. His ſports ſupplied all, but beef 
and mutton ; except on fridays,. when he had 
the beſt of fiſh. He never wanted a London 
pudding; and he always ſang it in with, 
„MY part lies therein-a.” He drank a glaſs 
ALS 
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As till he was * fourſcore. 
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or two of wine at meals; put ſyrup. of gilly- | 


flowers into his fack ; and had always a tun- 
glaſs of ſmall-beer ſtandigg by him, which he 
often ſtirred about with roſemary. He lived 


to be an hundred; and never loſt his eye ſight, 


nor uſed , ſpectacles. He got on horſe-back . 


without help; and rode to the death of the, 
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AVING. given an account of the go- 
vernment, and officers of New foreſt 
in the laſt ſection, I ſhall now examine the 


ſtate of it's demeiſns*, and a 145111 


2 * „ 


®* In che year 1788, a ſurvey of New-foreſt was taken, 
by order of the commiſſioners of the land-revenue of the 
Crown; ren 
b contents. | ? | 


ben — — — 6386. 
Lands held with lodges - — — 1192 
Leaſcholds under the Crown ???! ?: 10 
Freeholds, and other intermediate property — 252 


Total within the perambulation | 15 — 9236 
A few which make About two or three acres mare 


J have omitted.” ales: Sa earn dh 
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T The foil of New-foreſt, which is in NES 
a ſandy loam, is well adapted to the production 
of oak- timber. This tract of woody country 
| therefore hath long been conſidered, as one 
of the great magazines for the navy. It was 
formerly thought to be -inexhauſtible ; but 
by degrees it was obſerved, that it began to 
fail. So early as in queen Elizabeth's reign, 
Manwood tells us, that the ſlender, and 
negligent” execution of the foreſt-law- hath 
been the decay, and · deſtruction (in almoſt all 
places within this realm) of great wood and 
timber; the want whereof, as well in this 
preſent time, as in time to come, ſhall . 
pear in the navy of this realm“... 
In queen Elizabeth's reign 32 
remark was ſpeculation; but in the reign 
of Charles II, it took the air of prediction. 
The decay of timber; which had long been 
gradually coming on, began then to be felt. 


— 
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foreſt has been 3 (by order of the coniniiſfionets,) by 
William Faden, geographer to the king; in which the curious 
may fee the boundaries, and contents of New- foreſt, with all 
che lands granted by the crown, the Teale-holds, and in- 
croachments, very accurately aſcertained. 

* Sce Manwood on foreſt-law, chap. ii, 6. 
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It's ſources failed, as the demand — 
In moſt commodities the demands of 'a market 
immediately produce a ſupply; hut timbes 
requires ages: to make it marketable; / It mag: 
be added, that the navy magazines had: non 
then thoſe. reſources, which they, Have ſinca 


bound. Timber was wich dificalty brought © 


from the inland parts of the. country, m 
account of the badneſs af the. roads littie 
foreign timber was. imported —and what ren 
dered the evil more conſpicuous, in Charles 
time, the nation was on the eve. of a naval 
war. Such, preſſing neceſſity urged ſtrongly 
the propriety, of making proviſion for a future 
ſupply. Charles, who had a fort, of turn, 
for ſhip- building, and had on that, achunt, 
a, kind of affection for the navy, was eaſily - 
induced. to iſſue an order, under his fign- 
manual, to fir John Norton, woodward of 
New-foreſt,, to incloſe three hundred acres. 
of waſte, as a nd for young oak“ ; the 
fſale of 3 wood. This . bears _ 
at 13th, abs, | | 
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But tho the incloſure, here ſpecified, was 
 rrifling in itſelf, yet it had the merit of a 
new project, and led to farther improvements, 
A few years afterwards the fame idea was 
taken up, on a more enlarged ſcale. In the 
1oth of king William; an act paſſed, im- 
powering certain commiſſioners to incloſe two. 
thouſand acres in New-foreſt for the growth | 
of timber; and two hundred more, every 
year; for; the 1 * twedty years after - 
wards. 

This provident ad was as well exkruted;” 
as it had been projected. A very conſiderable 
part of the quantity preſcribed, at leaſt four 
thouſand acres, were incloſed, and plantedF, 
and the timber of theſe incloſures is now 
ſecure from all danger; and is thrown out 
again into the foreſt. None of it hath yet 
been felled, as it is not yet in a ſtate of 
perfection; but it is in a very flouriſhing con- 


. * * 
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+ In Burley-walk LIE fix wed acres were incloſed— 
in Rhinefield-walk the ſame number—in Boldre-wood-walk 
above four hundred—in Egworth-walk one thouſand in Bram- 
ble-hill-walk above ſeven hundred—in Dinney-walk above five 
hundred—in Caſtle-Malwood-walk a quantity not aſcertained. ,_ 
Mr, Samber's MS. | 
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dition; and is at this day the glory of the 
foreſt, | 

In the reigus of queen OP and George 
J, I believe, no new plantations were made ; 
which is the more to be wondered at, as the 
ſevere hurricane in the november of the year 
1703 did great injury in New foreſt. Not 
fewer than four thouſand of it's beſt oaks 
were deſtroyed®, together with, "great e e 
of growing, timber. 

In the reign of George In, three wette 8 
were made: but they were injudiciouſly, or 
diſhoneſtly managed; and Mr. Coleman, who «x 
undertook the buſineſs, was 'fined in the 
foreſt- court at Lyndhurſt, by the verderors, 
for his neglect f. Some attempts have been 
made in the preſent reign : but for want of 
being properly planned, or honeſtly managed, 
very little rr ns. hath 0 : 
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„See Evelin's Sylva, © | + Mr. Samber's M8. 

t In the year 1782 an inquiry was inſtituted, by an order 

from the treaſury, into the quantities of navy - timber in New- 
foreſt—that is, ſuch timber, as would meaſure thirty-five cubic” 
feet, The quantity given in, after a very nice ſurvey, was 
fifty-two thouſand load. Forty cubic feet make a load. 

— Gs ſame time the timber in Dean- foreſt was ſurveyed ; 

which, 


632) 
T9 The great defect indeed here, as, in ether 
\ national matters, is the want of honeſty. 


Public affairs become private jobs. Large 


incloſures have been made merely to inrich 
the undertakers by the profits of incloſing 4 
or the plunder of the under wood. It is 
ſaid, that altho the flouriſhing plantations made 
by king William, are at this time, receiving 
injury from growing too cloſe; they are 
rather ſuffgred to continue as they are, than 
to run the hazard of being diſhoneſtly thinned. 
For it has ſometimes been found, that in thin- 
ning trees, the beſt, inſtead of the worſt, have 
been removed: nor can. any thing prevent 


ſuch miſchief, but the care, and honeſty af 


fareſt-officers, and the perſons they employ. _ 
What a general rapacity reigns in foreſts, 
may be conceived from the devaſtation, which, 


even inferior officers have been able to com 


mit. Not many years ago, two men, of 
the name of Batten, father and ſon, ſuc- 
ceeded- each other, in the office of under- 
keeper, in one of the foreſt-walks. The 


"_— ty Mt — — „ 2 _ — adit... 4 want i n 


which, — dimenkons than New-forſ, con 
tained fixty-two thouſand load. 82 
other 
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Bis ddr ; and when! the rind, and fpra 

eaten off, he faggots the dry ſticks wy 
own uſe. But theſe fellows car dow che 
young timber of the - foreſt, withour dif- 
an; and withbut 'nieaſare, which "they 
made up into figgots; and ſblu: and för this 


wich gun 1 lite beth ibernel they o. 


Hit? walk in "the" foreſt eſtitmated at fifty 


thouſand pduhds damage! The" cdltulition 
cee lage: bür e miy well ingine, that 


it tie unketlitted cohrſe of fixt) or ſeventy 


miſchief might ze done! Fon 
rr dur 


pling may not intrinſically be 
wörth more tRatf alf 4 drowis'; yet the great 


difficulty” of getting atiother thitiving plant to 
occupy it's rom in the foreſt, ralſes it's! cb 


ſeqjlente tö the publie muell See ts $ ers 


ſpeeifc value. 
But the decay of foreſts" is not thy ay 
either to the 551 confumer, 6 re th rapa- 
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: Lake Fo not ſo 1 a —— power, 
as the beech; which, in time prevails over 
the whole. Whatever truth there may be 
in the obſervation, certain it is, that this 
appearance of decay is found in many of * 
the wood- lands of New - foreſt, which conſiſt 
chiefly of ;beech, and unthriving kx. 
Beſides theſe ſources of miſchief, the woods | 
of the foreſt are ſubje& to another, that of 
fire. In ſultry weather, it's furzy beaths 
are very combuſtible; and the neighbouring 
cottagers are ſuppoſed ſometimes to ſet them 
purpoſely on fire to make paſturage more 
plentiful. The W e op Gs, - 
ficulty of ſtopping theſe. fires, which will 
ſometimes- continue burning, more or leſs, 
at the mercy. of the wind, during ſeveral . 
days. In the early part of the ſummer 1785, 
which was remarkably dry, many of theſe . 


ATE Lady 


fires- were lighted, particularly one Dear: ris. 
tham, which "as ont; 
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extreme decay; being overſpread merely with 
Holmes, under wood, and ſtunted trees;' Which 
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in de worm ef men Were fall af Sele 
oak“ j een 8 
In planting dak, it nec deen 4 doubt 
whether it is more judicious to ſow the acorn, | 


after NN abd Srubbing D 
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« Whereas, on. friday vicht, the | 29th. of april, lat, owe. 
perfon or perſons, did malicioully, and audaciouſly, ſet fire 
to one of the incloſures near Ftitham; in New-foteſt, whereby 
«va bogs envi eee oh; dig enptoNg: 
therein, and part of the fence thereof, were deſtroyed ; notice 
3s hereby given that any perſon who will give information of 
the perſon; or perſons who ſet fire to the aforeſaid inelofufe, 
except the perſon, or perſons who committed the ſame, ſo s 
he, or they may be brought to juſtice, ſhall, on convitign of 
the offender, or offenders, receive the reward of forty pounds. 

' Whereas alſo the hearhs and furze Dae. 
the faid foreſt have been lately fer on fire; whereby large trade 
thereof, and many . young trees growing thereon, have been 
deſtroyed; notice is hereby given, that a reward of five 
pounds wilt be paid to any perſon, of perſons, upoti whole 
. pe CB ee e e r . 0 
| The rewards afareluid to be paid, — of the. 
oftenders, by Mr. Tombes depury-ſarveyor ofthe fore,” 33 
: ”, Lyndhbark, TOONS: or 
** 0% + Mr.-Samber's M9. 13 Ox 4 
| F © of OPER or 


th) 
to ſow it, without either operation, in 
wild parts of the foreſt; in the midſt ab 
thorn- buſhes, and hollies, which, will defend» 
the ſapling from cattle, till it be able to ſtand 
alone; and will draw it, in it's early ftate: 
to much quicker maturity, than it can arrive 
at. without ſuch ſhelter, The latter: way. of 


- fowing acorns, in the wild parts, of the- 


foreſt, is not ſo ſure, but much larger quan- 
tities may be ſown at a much leſs expence; 
and if one tenth part of the acorns ſucceed, 
the ſaving is great on an equal quantity of 
timber. I. cannot, however help, doubting; 
the efficacy of this mode of raiſing timber; 
tho I have often heard ſenſible people, who. 
have lived in the neighbourhood of the foreſt; 
ſpeak favourably of it: and it is certain that- 
timber is often raiſed. fortuitouſly in this, 
manner. We ſee in the wild parts of the 
foreſt, 4 which have attained the growth 
of ten, twenty, or thirty years, as far as, . 


we can judge, without any, aid: and we 


ate at a loſs to know, how nature manages 
a work of this kind, and rears this ex- 
poſed, part of her offspring, amidſt deer, and. 
cattle. And yet we ſee the fame kind pro- 
vidence in a higher part of the creation. 
15 | ES Wo 
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(* 
we ſee the children of the cottage, expoſed 
to miſchief on every ' fide, and continually 
running riſks,, which delicate mothers ould 
tremble at; yet befriended by a. gragiouk 
protector, they get forward in life, and ahi 
maturity, like the wildings of the foreſt, in 
2 manner, which they Who ſpeculate only 
on human means, cannot caſily conerie. 
In planting. the feteſt, ſome. aghin have 
been advocates. for uniting the wo modes 1 
have, ſpecified. The grouhd is 4tſvloſed;; but 
not; grubbed, and the acorns fown. at tandom, 
- lord, warden, was very intent on raifing 
timber in this fortuitous manner. He merely 
incloſed and left it to chance to. fill his 
incloſures., But I do not findi-that any bf 
them have ſucceodadi If the ground wit 
incloſed, and 2 ſpot here and there, grubbedz 
in which. two or or; three acorns were ſown; 


and ome. little ce naken._afterwartts; af the 


infant · Wood, it might be. of all others, per- 
haps, the moſt certain, ang 
way of raising timber. l 
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But the bod of the foreſt have not alone 
been the objects of devaſtation ; it's land 
alſo haye ſuffered. After the foreſt had loft 
it's great legal ſupport, and reaſons of ſtats 
obliged the monarch to ſeek his amuſementy 
nearer home, the extent of theſe royal de- 
meiſns' began inſenſibly to diminiſh. New- 
Foreſt, among others, was greatly curtailed, 

Large | portions of it were given away in 
grants by the crown. Many gentlemen have 
| houſes in jt's interior parts; and their te- 
nants are in poſſeſſion of well cultivated 
eee OO New-foreſt is, 

in general, poor; yet there are ſome parts 
of it, which very happily admit culture. 
Thus the foreſt has ſuffered in many plates, 
What. it's äncient laws conſidered as the 
greateſt of all miſchiefs, under the name of 
an 4% e word, which ſignifies grubbing 
up it's covert, and copſes, and turning the 
bhbarbours of deer into arable land. A ſtop 
e is now m to all ne Nag 


* gee Manwopd, ch. ix, ſec. 4]. 
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3 * ) METERS: 
. Erown. The _crown-lands | | became public 
Sree e e The king can 
only grant leaſes for thirty years; and the 
parliament ſeldom interferes in a longer ex- 
en except on particular occaſions. 

Beſides theſe defalcations ariſing from the 
bounty of the Sen, We foreſt is onatitally 
preyed on by the incroachments of inferior 
people. There are multitudes of treſpaſſers, 
on every ſide of it, who build their little 
huts, and inclaſe their little gardens, and 
patches of ground, without leave, or cere- 
mony of any kind. The under-keepers, who 


have conſtant orders to deſtroy all theſe in- 


cloſures, now and then aſſert the rights of 
the foreſt by throwing down a fence; but 
it requires a legal proceſs to throw down a 
houſe, of which poſſeffion has been taken. 
The treſpaſſer 'therefore here, as on other 
Wuſtes, NR eee, 
get into it as quickly as poſſible. 

e e e e 
bitations brought together the houſe built 
—covered in—the goods removed—a fire 
= Land the family in poſſeſſion, , during 
the ad df 2 measure night. Some 
Do times 
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tiwes indeed, where the abr . 

fiderable, the poſſeſſor has been r tg 
Bay, a fine for his land in the court of Lynd- 
urſt. But theſe treſpaſſes are are generally ig 
che qutſkirts of the foreſt; or in the. neighs = 
bourhood of ſame little hamlet. They arg 

ever ſuffered in the interior - parts; Where 

vo lands gre alienated from the . except 

in eit grants... ._... 

The maßy adyantages, which the borderecs 
on. foreſts. enjoy, ſuch- as. rearing cattle, and 
bogs, obtaining fuel at an caly rate» and 
procuring little patches of land for the trouble 
of incloſing it, would add much, one ſhould 
imagine, to the comfort of their liygs- But 
in fact it is othervgiſ, Theſs advantages 


common day-labgprers, In general, they aS 
ag indolent race; par and wretghed ig tha 
extreme, Inſtead of having the regular ter 
turns of a week's Jabour. to- ſubſiſ} on, ig 
many of them depend on the. pregariguy ſupply 
of foreſt. pilfer. Tber oſtenſible huſineſs is 
commonly to cut furze, and: carry: it ta the 
neighbouring brick-kilns; for which purpoſe, 
they keep a team of two or three fareſt-harks: ; 
while their 5 

: | 5 poaching, 


np (ay) > 
poaching, or purlaining timber. In. this laſt 
occupation. they are ſaid to haye been ſo-expert, 
ly in a pight's time, they would. have cut 
down, carried aff, and lodged -fafely in the 
hands of ſome receiver, one of. the largeſt 
oaks · of the foneſt. But the depredstions, 
which hays been made in timber, along. all 
the ſkirts of the foreſt, have rendered -this 
ſpecies af thelt, at preſent, but ag unproß table 
employment. In poaching, and deer-ſtealing 
they. often find their beſt account; in all the 
arts af which manꝝ of them age well pactiſod. 
Frem their ealieſt youth they learn to ſet 
the gin for hares, and pheafants z | 
boughs of trees; and (a8 
lder proficients,)- 40, wWateh the 
| herd wich fire-anys, and "ſingle ent 44 5 
rn the - mountangar 
1 4 Fhacacter from tha 
He lead a life. of 1 he prox 
ares, nothing without it. He bes nelthet 
ky for iglepets, and diſhoneſh, arts; wan 
meats with -any thing to allure him into them. 
But the foreſter, who has the temptation of 
I plunder 


bo 
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plunder o on every fide, finds it eaſier to tre. 
paſs, than to work. Hence, the one becomes 
often a rough, manly ingenuous peaſant; the 
other a ſupple, crafty, pilfering knave. Even 
the very practice of following a night-oc- 
cupation leads to miſchief. The nightly 
wanderer, unleſs his mind be engaged in 
ſome neceſſary buſineſs, will find many temp- 
tations to take the advantage of the incautious 
ſecurity of thoſe wid are aſleep. From 
theſe conſiderations Mr. St. John draws an 
argument for the ſale of foreſt- lands. ** Poverty, 
ſays he, will be changed into affluence the 
cottager will become a farmer the wilderneſs 
will be converted into rich paſtures, and fertile 
fields; furniſhing proviſions for the country, 
and employment for the poor. The borders, 
and confines of foreſts will ceaſe to be nur- 
ſeries for county-goals ; the treſpaſſer will no 
longer prey upon the vert; nor the vagabond, 
and out-law on the veniſon. Nay the very 


i foil itſelf will not then be gradually loſt, and 
K ſtolen, by purpreſtureb, and affarts. * Thus 
=: foreſts, which were formerly the haunts of 
1 robbers, and the ſcenes of violence, and 
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rapine;/ may” be converted into the receptacles 
of honeſt induſtry “ 
I had once ſome occaſional ber 
with a 5 who had formetly 
been noted Gerte teller. 790 had often 


track» ow, — 


15 b Fi e l ar Lie 
feſſion; and during a reign of ſive years, 
aſſured me, he had killed, on an | 
not fewer than an hundred bucks 4 year. 
At length he was obliged to abſcond ; but 

compoſing his affairs, he abjured' his trade, 
and. would ſpeak of his former atts without 
reſerve. He has oftener than once confeſſed 
the ſins of his youth to me; from which an 
idea may be formed of the myſtery. of deers 
ſtealing, in it's higheſt mode of perfection. 
In his excurſions in the foreſt he carried with 
him a gun, which ſcrewed into three parts 
and which be could eaſily conceal in the 
lining of his coat. Thus armed he would 
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if See obſervations on the land-revenye of the crown, p. 268. 
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drink. with the under-keopers without fuſs 
picion ; and when he knew them engaged, 
would. ſecurely. take his ſtand in ſome diſtant 
part, and; mark his buck. When he had 
| Killed him, he would draw him aſide into 
the buſhes, and ſpend the remaining part of 
the day in a neighbouring tree, that he might 
be ſure n6 ſpies were in the way. At night 
he ſecreted his plunder. He had boarded off 
a part of his cottage, (forming a rough door 
into it, like the reſt of the partition, ſtruck 
full of falſe nail-beads,) with ſuch artifice, 
that the keepers, on an information, have 
' ſearched his houſe again and again, and have 
gone off ſatisfied of his 'innocence ; tho his 
ſecret larder perhaps at that very time con- 
tained a brace of bucks. He had always, he 
faid, a quick market for his veniſon; fot the 
eountry is as ready to purchaſe it, as' theſe 
fellows are to procure it. It is a foreſt-idage 
of ancient date, on 1 enn unde vent 
veniſon. 
The incroachments of ſpall, a is 
houſes, and fences thus raiſed on the berdert 
of the foreſt, * tho, at this time, in a degree 
connived at, were heretofore conſidered 8 
great nuiſanees by the old foreſt-law, and 


Were 


6 

were very ſeverely pimiſhed* under the name 
of purpreftures, * as tending. adi terrorem fri- 
rum ad nicumentum foreſſæ and, as might 
be added; at this time, by the neignbouri 
pariſhes, ad incrementum puupermmr. When 
ſtranger therefore rears one of theſe” ſuitlletr 
fabricks, the parifh-officers make him provide 
a_ certificate from his © own parity” or they! 
remove him: But the miſchief: commonly 
ariſes. from a pariſhioner's raiſing: his cottage,” 
and afterwards ſelling it to. a ſtranger; - whiels 
may give him-pariſh-rights.  'Theſ& incroachs 
ments however are evils: of. ſo: long ſanding; 
that at this. day they, hardly admit a remodyl 
Many of theſe: little tenementꝭ have been {> 
long oocupied, and have paſſed through. {> 
many hands, that ene, 27 now i 
. ſecure: poſſeſſionns | 

Where the manor- of Brailiwabtey- » 
railed: from tho foreſt, a large ſettlemett of 
this kind runs in ſeattered: cottages; at leaſt 
a: mile along the rails. This: neſt of- ix 
croachers the late duke/ of Bedford, when 


lord-warden of the foreſt} reſolved to ret 
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out. But he met with ſuch ſturdy, and 
determined oppoſition from the foreſters. of 
the hamlet, who amounted - to more than 
two hundred men, that he was obliged to 
defit+—whether he took improper meaſures, 


as he was a man of violent temper,—or 
whether no | meaſures, which he could have 


taken, would have been effectual in repreſſing 


ſo inveterate an evil. And yet in ſome 
circumſtanges, theſe little tenements (inctoach 
ments as they are, and often the nurſeries of 
idleneſs) give pleaſure to a benevolent breaſt. 
When we ſee them, as we ſometimes do, the 
habitations of innocence, and induſtry 3 and 
the means of. providing for a large family with 
caſe, and comfort, we are pleaſed at the idea 


of ſo much utility and happineſs, ariſing from 


a petty treſpaſs on a waſte, which cannot in 
itſelf be conſidered as an injury. 

I once found, in a tenement of this kind, | 
an ancient widow, whoſe. little ſtory pleaſed 
me.—Her ſolitary dwelling ſtood ſweetly in a 
dell, on the edge of the foreſt. Her huſband 
had himſelf reared it, and led her to it, as the 
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| habitation of her life. He had made a garden 
in the front, planted an orchard. at one end, 


and a few trees at the other, which in forty. 


years had now (hielded the cottage, and almoſt 


concealed it. In her early youth ſhe had been 
left a widow with two ſons, and a daughter, 


whoſe ſlender education (only what ſhe herſelf 


could give them) was almoſt ber whole er- 
ployment: and the time of their youth, | ſhe 


ſaid, was the pleaſanteſt time; of her life.” As 


they grew up, and the cares of the - world: 


mind. Her age was oppreſſed with infirmity, 
ſickneſs, and various afflictions in her family. 
In theſe diſtreſſes, her bible was her great 
comfort. I viſited her frequently in her 
laſt illneſs, and found her very intelligent in 
ſcripture, and well verſed in all the goſpel- 
topics of conſolation. For many years ſhe 
every day read a portion of her — n 
Io other book; +1 LAY] E! 1 
Jus knew, and knew no more, ber u OY 


F I 4 
90 Her title to a treaſure in the fies. 
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When ſhe met with paſſages, the; A 
underſtand, at one time, or other, ſhe -faid; 
ſhe often heard them explained at church.— 
25 r The 


ſubſided, a ſettled piety took poſſeſſion of ber 


A\ 


( 
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The icky ſheths to evince' How wity Crfietnt 
plain frripture is, unaffiſted with otfter helpb, 
except! ſuch as are publicly provided, to ati 
niſter both the Knowledge, dd the cbtmforts 
of religion even to the loweſt claſſes of pebplb. 


a The dialect of Hampſhite has a partibulag 
tendency to the corruption of prondtils, By 
oonfounding their caſes; This cotruption 
prevails through the countfy ;« hut it fem 
to increaſe as we approach tlie ſeh. - About 
the neiglibourhood of Nes forvuſt this ID6tis 
hath: attained: it's perfection. I hate oftener 
than once niet with the e 


in church-yards. 


Him ſhall never BETTE 
Wer e N e 


Having thus given a ſhort aceduiit' of the 
preſent ſtate of New-foreſt, and it's inhabitants, 
I haſten to the more agreenble part of my 
work, the deſcription” of it's ſcenèry. I have 


already." apprized the reader, that I propbſe 


See p. 16. 
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to conſider it's boundaries in their wideſt 
extent, as advancing to the bay of Southamp- 
ton on the eaſt; to the river Avon on the 
welt; and to the ſea on the ſouth. Within 
equal limits perhaps few parts of England 
afford a greater variety of beautiful landſcape. 
It's woody ſcenes, it's extended lawns, and 


vaſt ſweeps of wild country, unlimited by 


artificial boundaries, together with it's river- 
views, and diſtant coaſts ; are all in a great 
degree magnificent. It muſt ſtill however be 
remembered, that it's chief characteriſtic, and 


what it reſts on for OI is not ſublimity, 


but fylvan beauty. 
But before I enter on a particular deſcription 


of the ſcenery of News-foreſt, in a pictureſque 
light, it may not be improper to give the 
reader a kind of table of contents of what 
he is to expect. 
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JN looking into a map of Neu- foreſt, 
and drawing an imaginary line from 
Ringwood on the Avon, to Dibden on the 
bay of Southampton, the whole foreſt eaſily 
divides itſelf into four parts. That diſtrict, 
which lies north of this imaginary line, we 
may call one part. The river Avon, and 
ymington- river make the boundaries of a 
ſecond : Lymington- river, and Beaulieu- river 
of a third: and the country between this laſt 
river, and the bay of Southampton, _; be 
conſidered as a fourth. _ 
When I ſpoke of foreſts in general, " 
conſiſting of large tracts of heathy-land, _ 


and po interſperſed with woods, 


— „— — —ͤ — — * 
- > . 4 


2 See vol. I. p. 210. e e 
E 2 I had 
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T had a particular view to the ſcenery of 
 New-foreſt, which is preciſely of this kind. 
It's lawns and woods are every where divided 
by large diſtricts of heath. Many of theſe 
woods have formerly been, as many of the 
heaths at preſent are, of vaſt extent; run- 
ning ſeveral miles without Interruption, Dif- 
ferent parts too both of the open, and of the 
woody country, are ſo high, as to command 
extenſive diſtances, tho no part can in any | 
degree aſſume the title of mountainous. | 


Along the banks” of the Avon, from 
Ringwood to . the ſea, the whole ſurface is 
flat, incloſed, and cultivated, There is little 
beauty in this part. Eaſtward from Chriſt- 
church, along the coaſt, as far as to the 
eſtuary of Lymington· river we have alſo a 
continued flat. Much heathy ground is in- 
terſperſed; but no woody ſcenery, except 
in ſome narrow glen, through which a ri- 
vulet happens to find it's way to the ſea, In 
100 or three of theſe there is ſome beauty. 
Here the coaſt, which is expoſed to 
wbe ocean, and formed by the violence of 
, is edged . *. a broken cliff, from 
which 


=> 
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which are preſented grand ——— us 
times embelliſhed with winding ſhores. As 
we leave the coaſt, and aſcend more into 
the mid-land parts of this diviſion; the ſcenery 
improves; The ground is more varicd%; woods 
and lawns ate interſperſed : and many of them 
are among the moſt beautiful- enen of ; 
this kind, which Ka n —_— 1 5 


1 
7 


In the next part get 3 
between the rivers of Lymington, and Beaulieu, 
we have alſo great variety of beautiful country. 
The coaſt indeed is flat, and unedged with, 
cliff; as it lies oppoſite} to the iſle, of Wight, 
which defends it from the; violence of the | 
ocean: but the views it preſents, are ſometimes 
intereſting. . It is wooded in many parts 
almoſt to the water's edge; and the iſland | 


appearing like a "diſtant range of mountains, 


gives the channel the form of à grand lake, 
As we leave tlie ſea, the ground riſes, 
and the woods take more poſſeſſion of it, 
eſpecially along the banks of the two rivers 
I have juſt mentioned, which afford on each 
ſide for a conſiderable ſpace, many beautiful 
ſcenes. There are heathy grounds in this 

| 3 diſtri | 
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 diftrict alſo; but they occupy chiefly the middle 
parts between theſe two tracts of wood-land. 


Ia that divifion of New-foreſt, which is 
confined by Beaulieu- river, and the bay f 
Southampton, the mid- land parts are heathy 8 
as in the laſt; but the banks, and vicinity 
both of the riveg, and the bay, are woody, 
and full of beautiful ſcenery. This diviſion 
is perhaps, on the whole, the moſt intereſting 
of the foreſt. For beſides it's woods, there 
is greater variety of ground, than in any 
other part. Here alſo are grander water- 
views, than are exhibited any where elſe. 
The views along the banks of Beaulieu-river, 
it has in common with the laſt divifion; 
but thoſe over the bay of Southampton, are 
wholly it's on. — One diſagreeable cir- 
cumſtance attends. all the ſea- views, which 
are oppoſite to the iſle of Wight, and that 
i, the sieg of the beach; when the fox 
retires. A pebbly, or a ſandy: ſhore, has a8 
good. an effect often when the fea ebbs, as 
when it is full-—ſometimes perhaps a better: 
but an ouzy one has an unpleaſant hue. 


However this ſhore is one of the beſt of 


the 
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ade ths e 
with green ſea- weed, which as the tide retires, 
gives it the appearance of level land deſerted 
by the fea, and turned into meadow. But 
theſe lands are meadows only in ſurface; for 
Weds have N e 1 5 


Thiverthern Widbo-of Moneten 


all thoſe parts, which lie north of Ringwood and 
Dibden. As this diſtrict is at a diſtance from 


the ſea, and not interſected by any tiver, wheh - 


deſerves moro than the name of a brook, it is 
adorned by no water-views, except near Dibden, 
where the foreſt is bounded by the extremity 
of the bay of Southampton. The want of water 
ſcenes, in which this part of the foreſt equals, 
if not exceeds, any other part. In noble 
diſtances alſo it excels; for here the ground 
ſwells higher, than in the more maritime parts ; 
mand, - conſiſt often of yaſt extenſive foreſt 


4 F \ 
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| Beſides the heaths, lune, and woods, of 


-which the foreſt is com poſed, there is another 
kind of furface found in many parts, which 


comes under none. of theſe denominations, and 


tat is the bog. Many parts of the foreſt abound 
in ſprings; and as theſe lands have ever been 
in a ſtate of nature, and of courſe undrained, 
the moiſture drains itſelf into the low grounds, 


where, as | uſual in other rude countries, it 


becomes ſoft, and ſpongy, and generates bogs. 


Theſe in ſome places are very extenſive. In 


the road between Brokenhurſt, and Ringwood, 
at a place called Longſlade bottom; one of 


theſe bogs extends three miles, without in- 


terruption, and is the common drain of all 
thoſe parts of the foreſt. In landſcape indeed 


the bog is of little prejudice. It has in general 


the appearance of common verdure. But the 


traveller muſt be on his guard. Theſe tracts 
of deceitful ground are often dangerous to ſuch 


as leave the beaten roads; and traverſe the 


paths of foreſt. A horſe- track is not always 


the clue of ſecurity. It is perhaps only beaten 


by the little foreſt-horſe, which will venture 


into a bog in * of Wewer herbage; and his 


lightneſs 
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Wide dieses bim die lakes wha larger 
horſe, : under the weight of a rider, would 
flounder. - If the traveller therefore meet with 
a horſe- path, pointing into a ſwamp; even 
tho he ſhould obſerve it to emerge on the 
other ſide, he had better relinquiſh it. The 
only track he can ane aun is _ 
a A 2 


Having thus preſented the reader with 2 
general view of New-foreſt, I ſhall now: en- 
deavour to give him a more intimate acquain- 
tance with it, and ſhall lead him into ſome 
of it's moſt beautiful ſcenes. Nor was the 
beauty of the foreſt a matter of no concern, 
even at a time, when we might have ſuppoſed 
the pleaſures of the chaſe ingroſſed men's whole 
attention. There are three ſpecial cauſes; 

ſays Manwood, why the foreſt- laws have ſo 

carefully provided for the. preſervation of the 
vert of the foreſt, The firſt is for the ſake 
of cover for the deer. The ſecond fpr-the 
fake of the acorns, maſt, &c. which feed 
them. The third is, propter decorem, for the 
comelineſs and beauty of the ſame in a *forelf. 
For the very ſight, and beholding of the 


goodly 
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goodly green, and pleaſant woods in a foreſt, 
is no leſs pleaſant, and delightful in the eye 


of a prince, than the view of the wild beaſts 


of chaſe; and therefore the 'grace of a foreſt 
is to be decked and trimmed up with ſtore 
of pleaſant green coverts*.” ——One ſhould 


ſcarce have expected ſuch a paſſage as this 
in a law-book. On ſuch authority however, 


I hope, I may conſider the ſcenery of the foreſt 


as eſſential to very exiſtence of it; and 
ſhall proceed with more confidence, in the 
deſcription. of thoſe goodly green, and pleaſant 
woods, the fight and bebolding whereof is fo 
comely and delightful. 

In this detail I ſhall rarely go in queſt of 
views into the intricacies, and receſſes of the 


| foreſt. Theſe ſweet retreats would often fur- 
niſh a great variety of pleaſing ſcenes ; but 


it would be difficult to aſcertain, and point 
them out to the obſervation of others. TI ſhall 


— fatisfy myſelf therefore with following the 
great roads, or, at leaſt, ſuch as are commonly 


known, where views may eaſily be aſcertained ; 
reſerving only the liberty of ſtepping a little 
— — — 5 3225 — 


* Manod, chap. vl. | 
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ade, when any thing of peculiar * 
deſerves attention. —LI ſhould in this detail 
alſo purſue my rout through the foreſt, with 
a careful eye to the arbitrary diviſion I have 
made of it, into four parts* ; but as the roads 
will not always admit ſuch exactneſs, I muſt 
be content to follow the rout preſcribed by 
the ſurveyors of the high-ways; keeping within 
the diviſion I have nne as nearly as * 
can. 


1 * 0 n 
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Vicar's-hill to Ringwood ; and from wy 
9 through Cheiſt-church to Lymington. | 


K 


i ed 4 — 


ROM Vicar's-hill, we paſſed Boldre- 
bridge, and aſcending the oppoſite bank, 
called Rope-hill, to Battramſly, we had a 
beautiful view | of the eſtuary of Lymington 
river; which when filled with the tide, 
forms a grand ſweep to the ſea, It is ſeen to 
moſt advantage from the top of the hill, a 
few yards out of the road on the right. The ; 
valley, through which the river flows, is 
broad; it's ſcreens are not lofty, but well 
varied, and woody. The curves of tlie river 
are marked by long projections of low land, 
and on one or Two of them ſome little ſaltern, 
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or other building is erected, which breaks the 
lines. The diſtance is formed by the ſea, and 
the iſle of Wight. All together the view 
is pictureſque. It is what the painter properly 
calls a whole, There is a fore-ground, a 
middle-ground, and diſtance—all harmoniouſly 
united. ——We have the fame view, only 
varied by poſition, from many high grounds 
in the neighbourhood ; but I know not, that 
it appears to ſugh advantage any where as from 
this WL Battramſly we join the 
London- road. 

From — to Bukiabark,” the forel | 
exhibits little more than a wild heath, ſkirted . 
here and there with diſtant wood. 
. Brokenhurſt is a pleaſant foreſt-village, | 
lying in a bottom, adorned with lawns, 
groves, and rivulets, and ſurrounded on the 
| higher grounds by vaſt woods. From the 
church-yard an expanded view opens over the 
whole. On the left riſe the woods of Hin- 
chelſea, and adjoining to theſe, the woods of 
Rhinville. . The centre is occupied by the high 
grounds of Boldre-wood. The little  fpeck 
juſt ſeen among them, is a ſammer-houſe, 
built by lord Delawar to command a foreſt- 
view. The houſe * = woods on the 


- right 


1 
right is Cuffnel's, the ſeat of Mr. Roſe; and 
ſtill more to the right, are the woods of 
. 


a, 


At the entrance of Brokenhurſt, a little to 
the right, Mr. Morant's houſe commands a 
very grand, and pictureſque foreſt-view. Both 

the fore - ground, and the diſtance, are com- 


below. Among the trees, which adorn it, 
are a few of the oldeſt, and moſt venerable 
oaks of the foreſt, I doubt not but they 


From this and POE is. preſented 
an extenſive foreſt · view. It conſiſts of a wide 


range of fut paſturage (one of the ſpreading 


lawns of the foreſt“) garniſhed with tufted 
clumps and woody promontories ſhooting into 
it ; and contraſted by immenſe woods, which 
occupy all the riſing grounds above it, and 


_ — r —— —  .___ 
— - 


= 


circle 
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circle the horizon. The contraſt between the 
open, and woody parts of the diſtance, and the 
grandeur of each part, are in the W ſtile 
of pictureſque beauty. | 

This grand. view is diſplayed to moſt advan- 
| tage from the front of the, houſe: but it is 
ſeen alſo very advantageouſly. through other 
openings among the trees of the fore- ground. 


As you leave the village of ' Brokenhurſt, 
the woods receive you in a noble riſing viſta, 
in which form the road is cut through the 
foreſt. This viſta is exceedingly grand. A 
winding read through a wood, has undoubtedly 
more beauty than a via; and in a ſmaller 

ſcene we always wiſh to find it; and even 

reprobate the viſta, wherever it occurs. But 
through: a' vaſt foreſt the viſta is in better 
taſte; tho I do not in. the leaſt apprehend we 
are under obligations, on this ſcore, to the 
ſurveyor of the high-ways. He took the 
direct road; which happened, on this occaſion, 
to be the line of beauty. On other occaſions, 
under the ſame principle, he has miſſed: it : 
but here it ſuits the greatneſs of the ſcene ; 
and ſhews the depth of the foreſt, and the 
 vaſtneſs 


* 


r 
a to more advantage. 
Regular. forms are certainly unpictureſque: 
but from their ſimplieity, they are often allied | 
to - greatneſs. © 80 eſſential is ſimplicity to 
greatneſs, that we often ſee inſtances, in which 
the "ſtillneſs of ſymmetry hath added to gran - 
deur, if not produced it; while on the other 
hand, we as often ſee à ſublime effect injured 
by the meretricious e of pickureſque 
forms, and arrangements. e 

We are not however to conceive of the 
foteſt-viſta, as we do of the tame viſtas formed 
by the hand of art. As it is cut through a 
tract of woody country, there is firſt, of 
courſe, no formality in the diſpoſition of the 
trees. In the artificial viſta, the trees are 
all of one age, and planted in regular growth. 
The whole plan is the offspring of formality; 
and the more formal it is, the nearer it: ap- 
Fr that idea of perfection, at which it 

But in the foreſt- viſta the trees are 

eaſily large, or ſtall; growing in clumps, 
or ſtanding ſingle; crouding upon the fore= 
ground, or receding from it; as the wild 
hand of nature hath ſcattered them. And it 
is curious to ſee with what richneſs of inven- 
tion, if I may fo * nature mixes; and 
vor. Il, 3 intermixes 
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8188 her trees ; and ſhapes them into 
ſuch a wonderful variety of groups, and 
beautiful forms. Art may admire, and at- 
tempt to plant, and form combinations, and 
clumps like hers: but whoever examines the 
wild combinations of a foreſt (which is a 
delightful ſtudy to a pictureſque eye) and 
compares them with the attempts of art, has 
little taſte, if he do not acknowledge with 
aſtoniſhment, the ſu ee nature's work - 
manſhip. 
. - The artificial viſta again is rarely compoſed 
of more than one ſpecies. It is the fir, the 
lime, or the elm. But in the foreſt · viſta 
you have not only different kinds of trees in- 
termixed ; but buſhes alſo, and underwood, 
and wild plants of all kinds, which are 
continually producing new varieties in every 
part. 

Open groves too make another variety in 
the foreſt- viſta. In the woods between Bro- 
kenhurſt, and Lyndhurſt, an open grove is 
continued on the right, with little interrup- 
tion, between the ſeventh: and eighth ſtones, 
The woods on the left are chiefly cloſe. . 
" Beſides, theſe grand viſtas are not only 
varied with ſuch ſmaller openings, and receſſes, 
| | — | 25 
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1s are formed by the ol W 
they are broken alſo by lawns, and tracts of 
paſturage, whieh often ſhoot athwart them. 
One of this kind, and a very beautiful one, 
occurs at the ſixth ſtone, and another, tho of 
inferior ſize and beauty, at the ſeventh. -\_ "7 

Added to this intermixture of lawn and 
wood, the riſing and falling of the ground in 
various parts of this viſta produce another 
ſpecies of variety. The elevation is no where 
conſiderable; but it is ſufficient to oocaſion 
breaks in the convergency of the great per- 
ſpective lines. It creates alſo new beauties in 
the ſcenery; particularly in ſome parts o 
the left, whete you look down from the road, 
among trees retiring, and ſinking from the eye, 
till the ſtems of the moſt diſtant are loſt in 
the deep ſhadows of the deſcending recefles. 

All theſe circumſtances, tho the hſt is 
more general, give the foreft-viſſa a very 
different air from the artificial one, diver- 
ſifying tbe parts, of which it is compoſed, 
ſo much, that the eye is never fatigued with 
ſurveying. them; while the whole together 
preſents one vaſt, ſublime object. Like a 
grand gallery of exquiſite pictures, it fills the 
bens all it's greatneſs ; while the "objeQs, 
T8 on 
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; on ** ade, ee changing, — at 
every ſtep a new entertainment. 
A late traveller through Ruſſia Frey not 
a5 theſe beauties in a foreſt-viſta. The 
country, ſays he, through which we paſſed, 
was ill- calculated to alleviate our ſufferings by 
transferting our attention from ourſelves to the 
objects around us. The road ran, as ſtrait 
as an arrow, through a perpetual foreſt; 
Through the extent- of a hundred and 
ten miles, the gloomy uniformity was only 
broken by a few ſolitary villages*.''——No 
doubt the continuation of a hundred and ten 
miles in any one mode of ſcenery may be rather 
fatiguing : but I ſhould have thought, that 
few modes of ſcenery were better calculated 
to transfer the attention from à diſagreeable 
ſubject. I know: not indeed what the nature 
of a viſta. through a Ruflian foreſt may be: 
but if it partake of the circumſtances that I 
baue juſt been deſcribing, in this viſta through 
Ney foreſt, it muſt conſiſt. of varieties, which 
could not gs be en — 


＋ꝙ— — 4 2 1 4 * ab Sabo df — — 


— n 


OS. beg the reader's pardon for not quoting | my author. - 
I certainly met with the paſſage ; but not noting the reference 


at the time; and not opening my MS, for ſometime afterwards, | 
it has now eſcaped me. - 


The 


6 8 
The aceount T have here given of the foreſt- 
viſta is the ſober reſult of frequent examination. 
A. tranſcript of the firſt feelings would have 


been rhapſody; which no deſcription ſhould _ 


indulge. The deſcriber imagines that his 
own feelings of a natural ſcene can be conveyed 
by warm expreſſions. | Whereas nothing but 
the ſcene i:ſeif ean convey his feelings. Looſe | 
ideas (not truth, but, veriſimilitude) is all that 
verbal deſcription” pretends to convey; and 
this is not to be done by high colouring ; but 


to be aimed at . Ein, * intelli- nk 


gible terms. | 
I ſhould add, before I leave this pleaſing. 


viſta, that to ſee it in perfection, a ftrong 
ſan-ſhine is neceſſary. © Even a meridian fan} _ 


which has a better effect on the woods of the 
foreſt, than on any other ſpecies of landſcape®, | 
is not perhaps too ſtrong for ſuch a ſcene as. 
this. It will rarely happen, but that one 


fide,” or the other of the viſta will be in 


ſhadow; and this circumſtance alone will 
produce contraſts, Which will be highly 
e — 1 115 add 1 that this, viſta 
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appears to much greater advantage, as we riſe | 
through it to Lyndhurſt, ow as we Rr 
to Brokenhurſt. | 

As we paſſed this viſta, we aur, in many: 
parts through the trees, on the left, the pales 
of New-park, juſt removed from the road, 
This park, which is the only one in the whole 
diſtrict of New-foreſt, is about four miles in 
circumference. It was firſt uſed to ſecure - 
ſtray cattle forflited to the lord-warden ; but 
in the year 1670, it was ſtrongly fenced by 
Charles II. for the reception of a particular 
breed of red-deer, which he procured . from 
France*. It is now converted into a farm; 
having been granted in- the laſt reign. to the 


duke of Bedford, for the term of thirty years. 


In all the grand ſcenery of the foreſt, which 
we have juſt examined, we ſee little appearance 


—— a... — 
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; The expence of this work flands thus in the treaſury-books. 


Fencing ' New-park and Holm coppice - . 100 
Winter proviſion for red-deer — . 50 


Pens to feed then — 20 
Paddocks to catch them, and turn them out 20 
C. 190 
— 


| inch 4 08 a eee . N 
when we have à fingle tree, we wiſh it to 
be of the nobleſt kind; and it n 


are ſcathed, and i ee ee winks 
poſition trees of this kind have - frequently 
their effect“; yet in a rich foreſt- ſcene, ii 
they preſent themſelves too often, offend. 
For all the other purpoſes of ſcenery, in- 
ferior trees, if they be full grown; anſwer 
tolerably well; and when intermixed with 


ſtunted trees, and bruſh- wood, as they are 


in all the wild parts of the foreſt, they are 
more beautiful, than if the whole ſcene was 
compoſed of trees of the ſtatelieſt order. 
Interſtices are better filled; and a more uni 
form whole is produced. ——Confidered in this 
light a foreſt is a picture of the world. 
| Via fit mne 
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the poor the ſtately, - and. the depreſſed 
the healthy, and the infirm. The order of 
nature is thus preſerved in the world; and 
the any of nature is W e in th 
nts 3 once e his friend, 
who pretended to a degree of taſte, about 
the propriety of cutting down ſome trees, 
which ſhaded a winding avenue to his back- 
front, where his offices were placed. His 
friend adviſed him by all means to leave them 
untouched. They are beautiful, ſaid he, in 
themſelves; and, you ſee, they ſkreen that 
part of your houſe, which you would wiſh 
to have ſkreened. The gentleman | ſeemed 
convinced, and the next time he met his 
friend, I have taken your advice, ſaid he, 
and have left the trees ſtanding. And ſo 
indeed he had; but all the ſtunted wood, 
and under- growth, which he conſidered as 
offenfive rubbiſh, he had rooted up; over- 
looking their uſe in compoſition. The con- 
ſequence was, he laid all the offenſive part 
of his houſe open; let in the light, and 
intirely deſtroyed the fone, AL. 
„„ 
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In the firſt book I mentioned the different 
effects of ſoil, and climate on trees . In 
New-foreſt theſe obſervations are well illuſ- 
trated,” The oaks there ſeem to have a cha- 
rater peculiar to themſelves. They are the 
moſt pictureſque trees of the kind, we meet 


with. They ſeldom riſe into lofty ſtems, as 


oaks uſually do in richer ſoils: but their 
branches, which are more adapted to what 
the ſhip-builders call knees and - elbowsf, are 
commonly twiſted | into the moſt pitureſque - 
forms. In general I believe, the poorer the 
ſoil, the more pictureſque the tree that is, 
it forms a more beautiful ramification. 

Beſides, the New-foreſt oak is not ſo much 
loaded with foliage, as the trees of richer 
ſoils. An over-loaded foliage deſtroys all 
form. On the other hand, when the leaf 
ſhrivelled, and meagre. The point of pic- 
tureſque perſection is when the tree has foliage 
enough to form a maſs; and yet not ſo 


— 


; © See v. i. pagt 45. I See ibid. 
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much as to hide the branches. One of the 
great ornaments of a tree, is it's ramification, 
which ought to appear, here and there, un- 
der the foliage, even when it is in full leaf. 
It is the want of this ſpecies of ramifi- 

cation; which =” a en to "the 
berch“. | 


The great avenue from Brokenhurſt leads 
through the ſpace of five or fix miles. After 
we have mounted the ſammit of the hill, 
the cloſe views in the deſcent on the other 
fide, are very beautiful, | conſiſting of little 
woody. receſſes, open groves, or open glades, 
varied as Oy were en in ent 
forms. 


As we approach Lyndhurſt, we paſs Foxlees 
on the left. The fituation here is juſt the 
reverſe of Mr. Morant's. The one ſtands 
high, and commands the foreſt at a diſtance; 
the other, in a bottom, is ſurrounded by 


* 


* Se v. L. page 44+ 


it. 
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it. Both modes of ſituation have their beauty 3 
but an extenſive foreſt-view before the- houſe, 
with a few noble trees on the: fore-ground, 
is not only, at all times, a better picture; 
but it is alſo more agreeably varied by the 
occaſional incidents of light and LO n 
which the other is not capable. 1 
In a part of the ſkreen, which Jivides 
theſe grounds from the road; we have an 
opportunity of remarking the diſagreeable effect 
of trees planted alternately. - The eye is 
diſguſted: with looking firſt ona fir, ſecondly 
on an elm; thirdly on a fir; fourthly on an 
elm again, and ſo on. And yet this tire- 
ſome monotony, under the name of variety, 
is one of the commoneſt modes of planting. 
In | planting, + we . ſhauld certainly endeavour 
at leaſt to plant like nature, which gives 
us the beſt criterion of beauty, This alter- 
nacy is a direct, and ſhidied oppoſition: to 
all: her pleaſing forms of compoſition.” It 
not only ſhews the hand of art; but of 
the ' moſt taſtleſs art. How much more 
beautiful would ſuch: a ſkreen appear, made 
up of different kinds of trees in maſſes of 
each; or in an indiſcriminate | mixture of 
| 1 n a 
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The town of Lyndhurſt makes a pictureſque 
appearance; as we approach it; but inſtead 
of entering it, we left it on the right; and 
turned abruptly into the road to Minſted. 
The ground here is much varied. It is hilly, 
broken, and wooded in clumps; with cot- 
tages here and there, interſperſed. Nothing 
in the paſtoral ſtile can be more pictureſque. 
e have alſo extenſive views through 
the woods; particularly a grand retroſpect 
towards Southampton. But as we approach 
Minſted, the woods fail: all becomes cul- 
tivation; and the idea of a foreſt is in a 
great degree loſt. Soon after we enter the 


weſtern road to Ringwood, over a ſpacious 


At the eighty-ſecond ſtone, about a quarter 
of a mile down the hill on the right from 
the road, we are ſhewn the ſcene of the 
celebrated event of Rufus's death. When 1 
mentioned the tree“, on which the arrow 
Tyrrel glanced, I offered ſome reaſons for 
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a1 it might be admitted, as evidence 
in identifying the place. The ſcene alſo in 
ſome degree bears the ſame teſtimony. Fot 
hiſtory informs us, the diverſion of the day 
was now over, the ſun was declining, and 
William, diſmounting his horfe, was enjoying 
a moment's reſt after the ' fatigue of the 
chace®, when a ſtag darted ſuddenly acroſs 
the heath. The king turning towards it, 
and lifting his hand to ſkreen his eyes 
from the ſun+, at that moment received the 
arrow. The ſeene is a ſweet ſequeſtred bottom, 
open to the weſt, where the corner of a heath 
ſinks gently into it ; but ſheltered on the caſt 
by a beechen grove, and on evety other ſide 
by clumps of trees, forming an irregular ſkreen 
around it ; among which are ſeveral winding | 
avenues of greenſward.— It is the very 
place, where a perſon heated with toil, might 
be allured to ſtop for a moment's repoſe; But 
the chief circumſtance of evidence is, that as the 
Place i is open only to the well where the heath 
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* See William of Malmſb. and Henry of Huntingdon, 
+ See n accounts, which Repia ä 
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was never probably covered with wood, the 
king could there only have been incommoded 


by an evening · ſun. 


* Havin g taken a view of this ſcene, which 
in itſelf, unconnected with the hiſtory it 
records, is a pleaſing. one, we aſcended again 
into the great road, and purſued the heath, 
over which it I&d.———It is, a wild expanſe, 
unadorned with wood ;. but -bounded on every 
fide, by very extenſive diſtances. In front 
you. diſcover the high grounds of the ifle of 
Purbeck. On the left, you have a large 
range over the iſle of Wight. In the retro- 
ſpect you over-look the bay, and town of 
Southampton; and on the right is ſpread 
before you a vaſt ſtretch of diſtant country, 
bounded by the hills of Wiltſhire, and Dor- 
ſetſhire. This laſt is the only part of theſe 
diſtances, which hath any pictureſque value, 
About the eighty- ſixth . ſtone, the parts of. it 
are beſt diſpoſed ; but it is the richeſt about 
the eighty-ninth, where it is ſeen over a woody 
bottom, which makes a middle ground, | 
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In this part of the foreſt the paling of one 
of the new incloſures to ſecure timber, which 
ran a conſiderable way in a ſtrait lhe, 
deformed our views. Sometimes indeed the 
paling of parks, and foreſts is pictuteſque, 
where it runs winding round a hill, and appears 
again perhaps in ſome oppoſite direction; but 
in general, it is an unpleaſing object; and 
what in adorned ſcenery we ſhould wiſh to 
hide. Indeed all diviſions of property are great 
nuiſances to the pictureſque eye, which loves 
to range at large; and it adds peculiar beauty 
to the foreſt, that in general the grand linea 
of nature, and various ſwelling of the ground, 
are unbroken by theſe intruſions, and have their 
full play, and undulation. In remote diſtances, 
hedge- rows, pales, and other objects, offen- 
ſive. on the ſpot, become one rich blended 
ſurface, And yet, even on the ſpot, winding 
lanes, with full-grown hedges on each ſide, 
are often beautiful. It is chpping, and making, 
as they phraſe it, which ruin the pictureſque 
idea, Utility is always GENE beauty. 
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R No ſooner is the Pp in perſeQion, than 
| it i is s deſtroyed®. 
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The approach to. Ringwood, as we leave 
the wild heath, which gave occaſion to this 
digreſſion, is woody and pleaſant. Ring- 
wood was formerly the boundary of the foreſt 
in this part; and in times of ſtill more remote 
antiquity, was à place of great note. I know 
not whether in Saxon times, it did not claim 
the honours of regal reſidence. At preſent 
it is a cheerful village, ſeated in A flat-country, 


on the banks of the Avon, which ſpreads; 


near the town, into a large piece of water, 
full of little iſlands, and frequented by ſwans. 


1 , . 
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„If the reader with to know an ancient mode” @f 8 | 
kedges, he will find it, as follows, in the fifth Acton 
Curtius. Having planted twigs very cloſe in the fituation they 
wiſhed, they bent their branches, as they made ſhoots, and 


' inſerted their extremities into the earth. Here they took root ; 


and from theſe roots ſhot into new branches. Theſe again 
were bent into the earth, and ſo on, till a. fetice was obtained 


of the dimenſions wanted.” — 1 have ſeen this mode, I believe, 


x Se e 


— 


1 part of the river the 
duke of Monmouth is faid to have been taken; 
on the. eighth of july 1685, after his defeat 
at Sedgmore, near Bridgwater. This far he 
had , travelled in diſguiſe, and generally by 
night; feeding on Pulſe, and green corn, 
which he found growing in the fields. But I 

think the account more probable; that he was 
taken near Woodlands in Dorſetſhires. It was 
thought however, that he intended to have 
ſecured himſelf in the woods of New-foteſt; - 
with which he was well acquainted” from 
having. frequently hunted in them, 1 have 
heard 4 tradition, that his body after his 
execution, was fent down into the foreſt, and. - 
buried privately in Boldre=church-yard 5 but 1 
cannot find any ground for the furmife, The 
regiſter of the year is yet extant, in which | 
ho notiee is taken of any fuch butial ; unleſs 
he were buried, as might NOR HE ee 
the caſe, under a fiftitious name. | 
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"From Rig hoc to ed e che 
| country is flat, and the lanes cloſe, and woody. 
Scarce any diſtant view is admitted, except 
here and there, among the meadows on the 
right. On the left, Mr. Compton's park at 
Biſtern affords ſome variety, running a con- 
ſiderable way algng the road, and grazed with 
herds of large ſpeckled cattle; without horns. 
As we leave the. village of Sopley, the 
meadows on the right, form a better landſcape, 
than we had yet had. The parts are large, 
tho flat; and the whole 1 bounded with wood; 
in which the tower of Chriſt- church appears 
as a principal object. The church, to which 
it belongs, was formerly monaſtic. It is a 
grand pile, partly Saxon, and partly Gothic. 
Some of it's Gothic members are beautiful; 
particularly a ſmall chapel, near the altar, 
dedicated to the virgin Mary; which for 
proportion and beauty of Workmanſhip, is a 
very elegant piece of Gothic architecture. The 
church is now parochial. 
The.town of Chriſt-church, VR takes it's 
name from the church, is- a place of great 
antiquity, Here we find. the ruins of a caſtle, 
: which 
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which was intended formerly to ſecure the 
mouth of the Avon. This river is joined by 
the Staur below the town; where uniting in 
a full ſtream, they wind together through a 
bleak coaſt, forming it firſt into large flat 
meadows, and then opening into a bay before 
they enter the ſea. The view, which is not 
very intereſting, is bounded by a ridge of | 
high lands, called Chriſt-church head, on che | 

right; and on the left, by the weſtern end 
of the iſle of Wight, which in this part, 
makes a remarkable appearance. It is ſeen 
nearly in front; and it's broken cliffs, when 
the naon- tide ſun in winter ſhines ſtrongly 
upon it, appear like the ends of two, frac- 
tured walls, with a dark Sw; en 
them. 

From Chriſt-church to 1 the 
country continues flat, cultivated, and incloſed. 
Scarce . an. object preſents itſelf. A little to 

the right of the road, you ſee a large houſe 
built by lord Bute for the benefit of the ſea- air. 
It ſtands. on a cliff directiy oppoſite to Cher= 
burgh, from which it is about ſixty miles 
diſtant ; and it overlooks the ſea, juſt in that 
N point, where Chriſt-church head, and the 

ry: ONSITE LS weſtern 
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weſtern promontary of the ille of Wight, form 
an immenſe colonade before it. 

The road to the houſe runs directly ts ay 
front, narrow, and contracted at the entrance, 
dut opening by degrees; The houſe, firſt 
appears; then the extent of the lawn; which 
is ample, with a pavilion at each extremity. 

Theſe from the fea appear to connect it with 
the houſe; and give it conſequence. Beyond ; 
the lawn, the grand colonide juſt mentioned, 
. rang; and beyond all, the expanſe of the 
There is ſomething very amuſing in 
2 conterhplating an idea, which is conti- 
nually dilating, and opening itfelf from à narrow 
tunnel into infinite ſpace. If it were the 
effect of chance, or neceſſity, we have only 
to admire the happineſs of it. 

The cliff, on which the houſe land, is 


about fifty, or ſixty yards high. It is not 
perpendicular, but the ground being of a 


ſpongy, foundering nature, is continually 
Gilling in huge maſſes; and affords an ey 
foundation for winding ftairs among the heaps 
of ruin, which occupy the ſlope. At the 
bottom you are received by a clean, fandy 
beach, where, at the ebb * tide, you 
may continue your walk many miles. _ 


N 


W ee e 
much curioſity: but as I'am in queſt only of | 
| ſcenery, my ſubject forbids me to enter houſes, 

Lord Bute has made an attempt to adorn the 


cliff around him with a plantation. But if ig 


ſhould not thrive, I think the loſs not great, 
Trees, in ſo expoſed a ſituation, may perhaps 
juſt get hold of the ground: but I ſhould 
think it impoſſible for them to produce either 
ſhelter, or ornament. Indeed in views of this 
kind, I have my doubts, whether the rural 
idea ſhould not purpoſely be excluded, as inter- 
fering with the native grandeur of the ſcene. 
Flowers, . and flowering ſhrubs at leaſt ſeem 
to be alien beauties. 

As we leave lord Bute 6, the country fill 
continues flat, \ cultivated, and incloſed. Scarce 
a ſingle opening preſents itſelf, We obſerved 
however one ſpecies of landſcape, which in ſo 
flat a ſurface, is fingular—thoſe hollows, or 
dells mentioned in the general view of the * 
foreſt®, running acroſs it to the ſea, They have 
not indeed the conſequence of mountain-dells: 
e WPI ee The 
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moſt” iremdtable' are thaſe uf Chuton, Aſhley, 
and Effort. In each of theſe there is a little 
rivulet, which the traveller, ignorant of the 
country, will ſometimes be ſurprized to ſee 
ſwoln to an extraordinary ſize, without any ap- 
parent cauſe. The caſe is, they communicate 
with the ſea, at a very little diſtance; but 
being totally ſcreened from it, and ſheltered 
by wood on evgry fide, they have the appear- 
ance of inland brooks, th in fact . are 
under the influence of a tide. 

Tube cliff, on which lord Bute's houſe 
ſtands, runs two, or three miles along the 
coaſt towards Lymington; and is known by 
the name of Hordwell cliff. The ſummit of 
it is a fine carpet down, and is much fre- 
quented in the ſummer-ſeafon, by company 
from Lymington, for the ſake of ſea- air, and 
ſea- views. The fides of this cliff, as was 
obſerved, frequently fall in, and after one of 
theſe founders, as they are called, the maſſes 
of ruin form a bold, rough bank, againſt the 
| ſea, which ſecures the coaſt from another 
founder, till that body of earth is waſhed away, 
and the land- ſprings have looſened the earth 
above, when the cliff again falls in. Within theſe 
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laſt twenty years the ſea has gained near a 
quarter of a mile, in ſome places on this 
coaſt, and the calculators of the country: ſay, 
that lord Bute's houſe cannot poflibly ſtand 
above thirty years. He has taken however 
great pains to ſecure it, by diverting, at a great 
expence, the land- ſprings: ſo that he has 
little to fear but the action of the ſea, which, 
tho a rough enemy, is a much leſs dangerous 
one; and againſt this he has endeavoured to 
guard by facing the gs ne in Lond pay | 
with ſtone. | - 

In this cht r Chriſt-eburch add 
Lymington, is found a great variety of 'foffil - 
ſhells. About a hundred and twenty different 
ſorts were collected by Mr. Guſtavus Brander, 
of Chriſt- church, and preſented to the Britim 
muſeum. Mr. Brander publiſhed alſo in 
1766, defcriptions, and very neat engravings 
of them, under the title of Foffilia Hanto- 
nienfia. Theſe ſhells are. found about fourteen | 
or fifteen feet below the ſurface. ; The ſtratum 
above them is ſand and gravel. The ſoil, 
in which they are found, is a [bluiſh cla 
and runs down from the gravelly ſtratum, — 
to a level with the ſea; and probably much 7 
deeper. In every part of this cliff mee 9 
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ſhells are found ; but chiefly about the vil- 
lage of Hordwell. It is difficult to get 
them: the collector muſt clamber up the 
ſides of the precipice; and then extricate 
them from the clay, which is yery Riff, by 
a tool. Their texture too is fo brittle, that 
in cleanſing them he runs a great riſque of 
breaking them. What is. remarkable, few 


of theſe: ſhells belong to this coaſt, or indeed 


to any Europeah coaſt; and many of them 
as far as is known, are found no where 
elſe. It is remarkable alſo, that this ſtratum 
of ſhells runs in a northerly direction quite 
through New-foreſt. Wherever the earth is 


opened to any depth, in digging marle, or 


on other - occaſions, ſhells are found; tho I 


never faw them of any fie; except upon 


the coaſt. _ 

A little below Hordwell,. the cliff fails, 
and. e e beg n eee able 
place and Lymington, is commodiouſly formed 
into falterns; Where great quantities of ex- 
cellent ſalt have been made; tho the trade 
has of late fallen off. The ſquare, bounded 
eee ee e ee 
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About two or three miles farther along 
the coaſt, ſtands Hurſt-caſtle, built at the 
int of an extraordinary natural cauſeway, - 


which runs two miles into the ſea; forming 
- x narrow channel, between the caſtle, and 


the iſle of Wight, The cauſeway itſelf alſo 


is ſo narrow, that it ſcarce, at high wates, 
exceeds two hundred yards in breadth. In 
high tides it is much narrower. The whole 
is covered with looſe . pebbles. The fide 
towards the iſland is a bold ſhore ; beaten 
into ledges, or terraces of pebbles, by the 
violence of the waves. The other fide, which 


is-ſheltered, is undulating, marſhy, and un- 


determined ; forming the water, when the 
tie flows, into a ſmooth land- locked bay. 

From this little peninſula you are enter- 
ined with views on each hand. The ifland, 


and the Needle - rocks are objects, dreary, vaſt, 


and grand; and not wholly unpictureſque, 


But to make them objects of the pencil, 
they muſt be well inlightened, and the fore- 


ground adorned with a little naval furniture 
—an N a net hanging to Th a drifted 
boat, 


18-3 
boat, or ſome other object, with which ſea - 
coaſts abound, When I firſt ſaw this ſcene, 
it was in a ſultry ſummer-noon, and all the 
cliffs were overſpread with that dingy in- 
diſtinct hue, which ſometimes accompanies 
a hot meridian ſun. The ſea, which was 
calm, was lighter than the land, tho darker 
than the ſky. But in, the evening, the 
white cliff at the end of the iſland, together 
with the Needles, were tinged with the ſet» - 
ting ſun, and became very | ſplendid; and 
the ſea glowing with equal radiance, the whole 
view, and every _ of it, was * and 
harmonious. 

On the other ſide of the peninſula, -the 
Hampſhire coaſt, extending far and wide, 
forms an immenſe bay, which appears flat, 
woody, and interſperſed with a variety of 
diſtant objects. The parts are here, and there, | 
pictureſque ; but the whole, tho en is 
too vaſt for the pencil. 
Hurſt-caſtle lying level with the beech, 4 
fully commands the channel, which ſeparates 
the coaſt of Hampſhire from the iſle of 
Wight. It conſiſts of a round tower forti- - 
fied by ſemi-circular baſtions ; and was among 


the ſtrongeſt of thoſe 8 which were 
| built 8 
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built by Henry VIII. But ſince Portſ- 
mouth hath been © a place of conſequence, 
and always guarded by a fleet, this caſtle, 
as well as others of the ſame intention, are 
now 0 rp In this caſtle the apart- 
ments are ſtill ſhewn, where Charles 1 
was confined, when he was carried from the 
ide of Wight; and very miſerable they are. 
—— On the batteries we ſaw an inſtance f 
Hogarth's humour, when he was painter to 
the ordinance. The carriages have all crowns 
painted on them, with the kibg's initials. 
Below one of them, painted exactly in the 
vulgar ſtile of the reſt, Hogarth has formally - 
put the. initials of his name.——The form 
of this caſtle at a little diſtance, ſet off by 
the rocks of the iſland as a back ground, is 
unpictureſque. via 

The Needles, which are of the fame tex- 
ture of rock with the neighbouring cliffs of 
the "iſland, ſeem to have been waſhed "from 
them by the ſea. A gradual change has 
been obſerved, even in the” memory of man. 
We may eaſily imagine with what violence 
ſtorm at ſea pours in among theſe piles 
| 995 formidable rocks, when the ſuction and 
| e eddies 
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Beſides the curious fituation of Hurſt. 
caſtle, there is another peculiarity on this 
coaſt, which deſerves notice, It is an iſland 
called the Shingles, which ſometimes riſes 
| fifteen or twenty feet above the water; and 
at other times totally diſappears, It ſhifte 
it's ſituation alſo, rearing itſelf, at one time, 
nearer the iſle of Wight, and at another, 
nearer the coaſt of Hampſhire. - The myſtery 

of it is this. In that part of the channel lies 
a vaſt bank of pebbles, ſo near the ſurface, 
that it is. beaten up into an iſland, by the 
raging of the ſea, ſometimes on one fide, 
and ſometimes on the other, as the tides and 
currents drive. From the ſame cauſes too, 
all the prominent parts of it are as eaſily 
diſperſed, and the iſland vaniſhes, When 
we ſaw, it, it conſiſted of ſeveral acres ; but 
it was then larger, than had been remem- 
bered for many years. The ſea however had 
found a paſſage through the middle of it; and 


it was leſſening daily. | 
But 
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But as the country from Chriſt-church is 
flat, and the ſea generally excluded from the 
fight, all theſe views of the iſle of Wight, 
the Needles, and Hurſt-caſtle muſt be obs 
tained. by leaving the road; and getting a links 


nearer the coaſt, Other intereſting. views may 
be fought in the fame way, both on the 
right, and left of the road. At Milford, 
and in the neighbourhood of it, are ſeveral 
good views of theſe great object. At Nock - 
cliff, a little nearer the ſea, the views at 


other fide of the road, about penniagton- 
common, from Mr. Dixon's, and other 
places, the diſtant views make a new ap- 
flat country, with a long ſweep of the iſland; 

ern go But the. un dam 


V 
rather towards it on the right, the whole 
| has the appearance of a grand lake ; bounded 


- - =. — — . = 
"9 T * 
K 5 —_ . 
— — — ——— • — ww N 
* i — 2 
i 2 2 8 . 
+ — "FI 2 — * 
©. — — = = 2 8 - 
— — — — — _ — - 
"I > -- 


— . = | : > 
N 

1 "2 n -* þ- FT 4 _ 

= —P = 2 a . * — . —— -—— 3 2 K — 
„„ 4 5 - —__— 2 8 

— 8 — - * — ͤ— 

— . a ⁵˙— 1 ‚— > E254 

. 


S143 
+ 4 
| 0 
10 
Ss wh 
© y 
4% 38 
; , l 
* 
J. .Þ 
11 N 
* U 
1 ff 
* 
-» +28 
ö . v4 
* : 
260 
*% 
18 
N. - 
| I 
it 
vio 
S- + 
hd 
** l 


N 
. 


— * — AG, 
FR — FS a 
— = of — 9 


( 94 ) ; 


at this end, but running far into diſtance 
at the other. As the houſe ſtands in the 


centre of this view, it appears as if the 
houſe, and view had been adapted to each 
other; which is one of the happieſt eircum- 
ſtances, that can attend a ſituation. A 
fine view is pleaſing; but a fine view adapted 


to the ſituation of a houſe, is more ſo. 


They who are unacquainted with the country, 


ſhould be apprizell, that in all theſe views, and 
wherever the iſland is ſeen from the Hamp- 
ſhire coaſt, it's inſularity is no where diſ- 
coverable. An extenſive curtain of it only 
appears. Led S £140 

A little farther to the eaſt ſtands Lyming- 
ton, juſt at the point, where the flat country 
we had been travelling from Chriſt- church, 
deſcends to the river, which takes it's name 
from the town. The brow, and gentle 


deſcent of this falling ground the town o. 
cupies; forming one handſome ſtreet, which 


overlooks the high grounds on the oppoſite 
fide of the river. It is a neat, well - built 
town, and pleafantly ſeated. The | houſes, 


Eſpecially on the fide of the ſtrect next the 


- coaſt, 


{99} WRT, 
coaſt, have views om the id and 


; gardens, of the iſle of Wight, and the ſea. 
Acroſs the eſtuary, formed at the mouth: 
of Lymington-river, 'a dam with flood-gates 
is thrown. The intention was, to exclude 
the | falt-water from the meadows above; 
which, it was hoped, might have become good 
paſturage : but the purpoſe is not anſwered. 
A great beauty however arifes from the influx 
of the tide, which forms a handſome. piece 
of water above the dam; with many reaches, 
and winding ſhores. We have already ob- 
ſerved the beauty” of this eſtuary; when ſeen 
from the higher grounds, as it enters the 
ſeav. The ſcenes are equally intereſting, 
which! it affords, when the eye purſues it up 


the ſtream, into it's receſſes in the foreſt. 


One of the beſt of them opens from the ſtable- 
yard of the angel - inn in r and the 
ee | 4 447 | 


"The channel between the Ile of Wight, and 
the ſhores of Hampſhire, is ſufficiently deep,, at 
all times, for 1225 of force, and burden, which 


Kc . 1 2 * 1 _ 1 — „ 
+ wa W ES A > i. Matt. i e wat | 


©'® See page 61. ; Var 
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often paſs through the Needles, as it is phraſed + 

but if the weather be at all rough; it is thought 
an unſafe paſſage; and in general theſe narrow 

+ ſeas are frequented by ſmaller veſſels. The 

port of Lymington particularly, which is 
entered by a long, narrow, ſhallow river, is 
chiefly frequented by light ſkiffs, rigged in the 
cutter-form; with a jib and boom. Theſe are, 
of all others, the moſt beautiful veſſels, which 
frequent a coaſt: To make a large ſhip : 
beautiful object, ſome peculiar incident is ne- 
eeſſary. She muſt be fore-ſhortened ; for a 
ſhip in profile is formal. Her fails alſo muſt 
in part be furled : for the ſquate fail without 
any contraſt is diſguſting. A degree of diſtance 
alſo is requiſite, both to leſſen the object; and 
to ſoften the features of it. But the light 
if, with a fingle maſt, a jib, and boom, is 
beautiful almoſt in any poſition. As ſhe id 
often undecked, the lines of her ſides ars _ 
; generally well contraſted; and the various 
turns, and ſwellings of her fails almoſt always 
preſent ſome elegant form. 

Of theſe veſſels great numbers frequent the. 
channel, between the iſte of Wight, and the 
coaſt of Hampſhire, And what adds to the 
animation of the ſcene, the river forms two 
| 5 by or 
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or three bold, and beautiful curves; ſo that 
you ſes each little coaſting - veſſel, as the tacks 


about, in entering the harbour, or leaving it, 
in every poſition in which ſhe can poſhbly 
preſent herſelf. A ſmall harbour therefore is 
much more productive of pictureſque objects, 
than one of larger fize, frequented either. by 


ſhips. of war, or of burthen. A ſcene, like, - 


this, gave occaſion to' thoſe * beautiful "RY 
in ons” 


he Bo 0 0 et AR GA 

. Marking che imbarked traders on the flood ; > 
When we have laughed to ſee the fails conceive, f 
And grow big-bellied with the wanton wind. 
Which ſhe, with pretty, and with bvimming gate - 
Following (her womb then rich with my y ) 
Would initate; ind fa upon the land, Re, 
To fetch me trifles, and return again; © ” 


„nenen 


' As we leave the damn, and purſus our 


courſe along the ſhores of the river, we 


are entertained, oO NY 


good lake-ſcenes. 


| On the weſtem fide, juſt oppoſite to 
Vicar's-hill, are the ruins of a Roman“ 
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| camp, Which the country people know by 


the name of Buckland-ring, tho in fact it 
is reftangular. It gives no value to the. 


| ſcene; but if your curioſity lead you to it, 
vou will find it a very complete work of 


the kind. There are many larger in England ; 
but few more perfect. It meaſures in length 
about two hundred paces ; in breadth not quite 


ſo much; and path been defended by two 


ramparts, and two ditches. The whole of 


theſe works is intire, except the front to- 
wards the river, which is demoliſhed : but 


in the demolition you may trace the double 


' ditches. The ramparts ſeem to have been 


about twenty feet high. In the front, the 


view is very extenſive over the channel, and 


all the environs of the river. On the oppoſite 
W into the 


foreſt. 


Below the camp, runs a creek from the 


river, where it is ſuppoſed the Romans uſed 


to land; and works have been thrown up 


there alſo with a view, no doubt, to ſecure 


their landing. Theſe works - reſemble thoſe 
of the camp itſelf; only the area is lelp, and _ 


the ne fingle. 


| There 
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There has been alſo, on the other fide 
of the river, exactly oppoſite to Lymington, 
another ſmall fort. Nothing remains now, 
except the artificial mount, on which it had _ 

been erected: but it is generally ſuppoſed" to 3 


have been a ſpeculatory ſtation to the grand 
camp of Buckland, as it commands a 2228 
view of en crannel, 
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Remark cw. an pare of Now forts in u ride 
from Vicar's-hill, to Wilverly-lodge—Burley- 4 


TAVING. 15 taken a a. circuit, by: 
near fifty miles, round the weſtern 


parts of the foreſt ; I ſhall now conduct my 


| reader through the fame country again, in- 
teriore gyro. The internal. parts of this ex- 
tenſive circle are ſuppoſed to contain ſome 
of the moſt beautiful ſcenery of it's kind in 
- the. foreſt. But as we had here no turn- 
Pike-road . to guide us, and a great variety 
af pa ths to miſlead us, we were obliged to 
put 1 on horſe- back under the conduct 
n 


5 | _ 


| 
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Inſtead of holding the great road, as before 
from Battramſley to Brokenhurſt, we turned 
ſhort, to the left, into the open part of the 
foreſt, towards a noted land- mark, called 
Marl-pit-oak ; well known to the deer- 
ſtealer; who on this,” or ſome neighbouring 
tree, often takes his ſtand, in the duſk of 
a ſummer-evening, to watch the herd, as 
it leaves. the woods to gre theſe open 
grounds. 

This wild heath receives ſome beauty from 
it's ſwelling in various parts. The ſwells are 
bold, but at the ſame time eaſy: the ground, 
ſeldom broken, generally falls gently into 
little valleys.——Theſe beauties however are 
obvious only to the pictureſque eye, which 
by a little imaginary finiſhing can form theſe 
rough ground-plots into pictures. As we 
attained the higher part of the heath, we 
had better landſcape. We had been mounting 
gradually from the great road through two 
or three miles, when the country giving way 
on the right, a grand diſplay of woody-ſcenery 
was opened towards Brokenhurſt, and Lynd- 
hurſt. On the At, the heath is but meagerly 
ſkirted. with wood. To make amends how- 

| | | Ever, 


* 
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"Ieanered, 225 hab wild grounds we 
meet with many tumuli. Between Shirley- 
holms, and Setley-wood, are four or five. 
Two of them are raifed in centiguous circles, 
which is a circumſtance rather uncommon. 
It ſeems to indicate, that the perſons, to 
whoſe memory they were conſtructed, had 
been nearly connected. On. pacing the cir- 
cumference of each, we find they have be- 
longed to perſons of unequal dignity, in the 
proportion of a hundred and eight, to eighty 
three. But a little to the eaſt of Shirly-holms, - 
near Peatmer-pond, - ariſes à larger tumulus 
than either of theſe, called Shirley-barrow. 
It's circumference is one hundred and- forty 
There are many other tumuli, on 
the ANON heaths of the foreſt ; which I mention 
here, as I ſhall take no farther notice of 


=# 
-* ; 
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oy A we deſcended the * height. an on 
which we were now raiſed, a beautiful valley, 


C4) 
About l quirter of a mile in breadth, opened 


05 before us, arrayed in vivid green, and winding 


two or three miles round a wood. On the 

bother fide the grounds, wild, and unadorned, 
fall with an eaſy ſweep into it. Beyond 
theſe a grand woody ſcene ſpreads, far, and 
wide, into diſtance; and as it approaches the 
eye, unites gently with the other parts of 
the landſcape. The valley was no other 
than that vaſt bog, already mentioned, known 
by the name of Long fade-hottom*. It's de- 
ceitful ſurface however does no injury to it's 
pictureſque form: only indeed it deprives it 
of the appendages of grazing cattle, The 
nimble deer trip over it in ſummer , without 
4nconvenience ; but no animals of heavier bulk 
dare truſt themſelves upon it. The name 
of the wood beyond this verdant valley, is 
Hinchelſea. Bo - 


As we leave Longſlade · bottom on the right, 

the grounds, which riſe on the left, are 

occupied by Sethorn-wood, a ſcene of con- 
ſiderable extent. Sethorn- wood was once the 
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» See an account of it, page 56, | 
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nobleſt of all foreſt-ſcenes. The ground it 
ſtood on is beautifully varied; and the gran · 
deur, and number of it's oaks. were the 


admiration of all, who ſaw them. But its 
glories. are now over. During the unremitted 


courſe of thirty years it continued to add 
ſtrength to the fleets of Britain; itſelf ſuf 


ficient to raiſe a navy, In this arduous | 


ſervice, it's vigour was at length / exhauſted ; 


and, it. contains little more, at preſent, thag | 


{hrubs, and underwood, and blaſted trees. 


In the midſt of this wood riſes a hill called 
Oat-brou, from the ſtately oaks, which once 


adorned it's ſummit, and ſhaggy ſides. But 
it's honours fell a facrifige, not, like -thoſe 


of Sethorn, to it's country's good, but to 


the convenience of a potent neighbour. 
Through the influence of lord Delawar, 
whoſe views it obſtructed, it's oaks were 
felled, long before al inroads had been 


made among the woods, which . incircled 


them. And if the deſtruction of : theſe - oaks 


had been partial; if a few, here and there, 
had been left as a fore- ground, the injury, 


on the ſpot at leaſt, might the leſs be re- 
gretted. For the views which are thus opened 
from it's brow, make great amends for the 

of 
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| 1 it's woods. They conſiſt chiefly of two 
or three beautiful lawns, ſkreened with foreſt- 
ſcenery. Tew-tree-bottom denotes one of theſe 
ſcenes ; and Even-water-bottom, another. The 
former receives it's name from the ſpecies 
of trees, which decorate it; the latter, 
from -a pool, which occupies it's middle 
In foreſt language, vallies in general are 
called bottoms; tho in fact, they are wide 
extended ſcenes. Moſt - of them have their 
little rivulets running through them. But 
theſe foreſt-ſtreams are very unlike the ſtreams 
of a mountainous country; pouring among 
rocks, and fretting among pebbles. Theirs 
is a tamer nature, They are ſeldom more 
than little ouzing rills, which drain the 
ſpringy ſides of riſing grounds; and wander 
flowly, unobſerved, and unobſtructed, through 
the vallies of the foreſt, The landſcape 
however, ſeldom wants their _ paltry affif- 
tance. The only way, in which theſe rivulets 
are of any uſe in a foreſt-ſcene, is, when 
they ſpread themſelves into little pools, in 
ſome part of the valley, as they do here, 
in Even-water-bottom, and as they frequently 
de in other ſcenes ; 6 

* | 


„„ Sik. 

little pieces of water chiefly conſiſts in draws 
ing all the cattle of the neighbourhood around 
their banks, which greatly Ts 1 in- 
rich the view. 

In this part of the foreſt ſtands würety⸗ 
lodge "commanding beautiful views of theſe 
ſweet wooded lawns, and vallies ; which, from 
the high ſituation of the lodge, are ſet off 
with the iſle of Wight, as a back- ground. 

From Wilverly, we traverſed the — of 

a new timber incloſure, which is not leſs than 
four miles in circumference. If the wood, 
which it is meant to defend, ſhould ever 
flouriſh, it would ſoon create a ſcene. But 

at preſent this part of the foreſt is barren 

of beauty, and there is ſo very little appear- 
ance of the growth of timber, that people 
are apt to ſuppoſe, it has been ignorantly 
planted ; or negligently attended. One rea- 
ſon indeed affigned for the ruin of the young 
wood, is the quantity of rabbits, which breed 
in the dry, fandy hills of theſe parts; and 
which it is difficult; amidſt ſuch ſhelter, to 
extirpate. A young oak, juſt vegetating from 

| the acorn, is eſteemed, by theſe pernicious 
inmates, the moſt delicious food. Thus it 
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may be ſaid; the glory of England may be 
 pipped in the bud by a paltry rabbit. | | 

After we leave thele dreary pales, - the 
country, here and there, breaks out towards 
Holmſley- lodge; but nathing is very intereſt- 
ing till we arrive at the brow of Burley- hill. 
Here the eye is greatly regaled. From this 
height it ſurveys a grand ſweep of different 
removes of woody diſtance, {| preading round a 
ſemicircular plain of ſeveral miles in extent; 
known by the name of Mark-way-bottom. 
The plain itſelf conſiſting of a well-propor- 
_ tioned intermixture of rich heath, and green 
paſturage, is ſomething between a foreſt-lawn, 
and a foreſt-heath ; too large for the one, 
and yet not large enough for the other. In 
two or three different parts, it is adorned with 
thoſe attractive pools, which inrich a landſcape 
with the introduction of animal life. 

The woods, which incircle this grand favan- 
nah, as we ſurvey them from the brow of 
the hill, are thoſe of Bury on the left: ad-. 
joining to theſe, commence the woods of 
Burley; and ſtill more to the right, thoſe 
of Rhinfield. All this rich ſcenery is in 
one continued, tho varied and broken, (weep ; 
and ranges at different diſtances from one 

- mile 


OF 
mile to ten- The woods: of Bury on the 
left, being he neareſt,” and moſt. elevated; 
intirely fill that part of the Horizon, under 
which they ſpread : but beyond thoſe of 


woody-boſomed hills of Lyndhurſt; and beyond 
the woods of Rhinfield, a very remote foreſt» 
view ſtretches into all the obſcurity of diſtance: 
Every fpecies of country, cultivated, as well 
as uncultivated, when melted down into diſ+ 
tance, has a fine effect; as we have often 
obferved ; but the foreſt-diftance, is atnong 
the richeſt, Such is the grand view, from 


Burley-Hill ; — 
"I — 


to the duke 'of Bolton's at Burley ; which 
+ an excellent foreſt-lodge, tho an ordinary 
ducal-ſcat. The late duke having obtained a 
grant of it for thirty years, was at ſome er- 
pence in adorning it. He built handſome 

ſtables; fitted up the houſe, and laid out 
a lawn before it, which is bounded by a piece 
of embanked water. There is but little taſte 
beg tg ſhewyn * imptovements; nor 

indeed 
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indeed does the ſituation defaree; much at- 
tention. It is low; and except that it ſtands 
in the min of 6: be , i+-iw:08 
the whole, ill-choſen. 

The lawn of this lodge: is law with 
ſome very grand oaks,/ which from. the dignity 
of their form, and venerable appearance; as 
well as the number of the moſt reſpectable of 
them, have obtained the name of the twelve 

apoſtles. . 4 | 
In the woods around this lodge, . _ 
breed of ſmall cattle, which the late duke of 
Bolton procured from Scotland. While this 

herd was increaſing, they were ſuffered to run 
wild in the foreſt; but in a courſe of years, 
when he wiſhed to reclaim a few of them, 
their habits were become ſo obſtinate, and 
their nature ſo ferocious, that it was attempted 
without ſucceſs ; and they are now among the 
feræ naturd of the foreſt. _ They are miſchie- 
vous however only when attacked. We rode, 
and walked among them without any moleſ- 
tation, 


From Burley-lodge it is little more main: than. 
two miles to Boldre-wood lodge, the enter 
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lord Delawar. This His ee .of the 
- fineſt ſituations of the foreſt. It ſtands high, 
with an extenfive lawn before it, from which 


it commands a vaſt extent of foreſt- ſcenery, 
| ſpread around in great variety of diſtance; | 


particularly towards . Burley-lodge, where the 
woods ſtretch far and wide, beyond a W 
ened an: which ſets them off to great 
advantage“. On the other ſide of the lawn, 


the diſtances are woody; ; but more d | 


and not ſo remote. 
Nor are the home-views a this 
beautiful ſpot, leſs pleaſing, than thoſe: at 


a diſtance. We wound near a mile round + 


the lodge, through a ſucceſſion of rich 
foreſt- ſcenery, compoſed chiefly of ' beech. 


The trees thmeſelves are among the moſt 
beautiful of their kind, having been ſecured - 


from the ax by the protection of the houſe 
they adorn. - But ſtill the beech, even in 
perfection, is inferior to the oak, the elm, 
and the aſh, in moſt of the characteriſtics of 
pwictureſque beauty. It has always too much 
of a ſpiry pointedneſs in the extremities of its 
branches; which gives a littleneſs to its parts. 
In its ne form it rarely ſhakes off 
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| | 6 The fame kind of ftadtion, caly_ ariel, is deferided 
in page 63, | $57 
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this characteriſtic imperfection. If the trees 
however as individuals, were leſs: pleaſing, - 
their combinations were highly beautiful; and 
exhibited much ſcenery from thoſe natural 
openings, and glades, which are ſo often found | 
in the internal parts of foreſts, = 


| All the woods not only around this lodge, 
but in its neighbourhood, ' abound in beech. 
The maſt of this tree is the moſt fattening 
food for deer; and gives ſuch - repute to the 
winter- veniſon of Boldre-wood walk, that a 
ſtranger would have difficulty in getting a 
King's warrant for a doe executed in it“. | 

Theſe woods alſo afford excellent feeding 
for hogs, which are led, in the autumn-ſeaſon, 
into many parts of the foreſt, but eſpecially 
among the oaks, and beeches of Boldre-wood, 
to fatten on maſt. It is among the rights of 


the foreſt-borderers to feed their hogs in the 


foreſt, during the pawnage-month, as it is 
called, which commences about the end of 
ſeptember, and laſts fix weeks. For this 


— — 


* Mr. Samber's MS. 


— 2 privilege 


e 
| privilege chey pey u viding ap 
at the ſteward's court at Lyndhurſt. The 
word pawnage was the old term for the _—_ 
thus collected r. | 

The method of treating hogs it this Kalb 
of migration, and of reducing a large herd of 
theſe unmanageable brutes to perfect en . 
and good government, is curious. | | 

The firſt ſtep. the ſwine-herd takes, is 
to inveſtigate ſome cloſe ſheltered - part of 
the foreſt, where there is a conveniency of 
water; and plenty of oak, or beech - maſt, the 
former of which he prefers, when he can have 
it in ſufficient abundance}. - He fixes next on 
ſome ſpreading tree, round the bole of which 
he wattles a flight, circular fence. of | the 
- dimenſions he wants ; and covering it roughly 
with boughs, and ſods, . he fils it plentifully 
with ſtraw, or fern. 

Having made this preparation, he colleQs | 
his colony among the farmers, with whom 


* ee un wa a head, 
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+ See Manwood on foreſt- law, p. 201. 8 
1 Pliny ſeems to be of a different opinion. « Glins fagen 
ſuem hilarem facit, carnem coquibilem, ac levem, et utilem 
ſtomacho. Tradit Nigidius fangolam c: carnem fieri eſculo, ro- 
'bore, ſubere.” Lib, xvi. 6, 
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and will get together perhaps a herd of five 
or ſix hundred hogs. Having driven them 
to their deſtined habitation, he gives them 
a plentiful ſupper of acorns, ,or  beech-maſt, 
which he had already provided, ſounding his 
horn; during the repaſt. He then turns 
them into the litter, where, after a long 
journey, and a _— meal, they * do- 
liciouſly, = 
The next morning 1 lets them book a 
little around them — ſnews them the pool, or 
ſtream, where they may occaſionally drink 
leaves them to pick up the offals of the 
laſt night's meal; and as evening draws on, 
gives them another plentiful repaſt under 
the neighbouring trees, which rain acorns 
upon them for an hour together, at the ſound 
of his horn. He then ſends chem again to 
ſleep. 
The following day he is -perkiaps at 4 
pains of procuring them another meal, with 
muſic playing as uſual. He then leaves 
them a little more to themſelves, having 
an eye however on their evening- hours. But 
as their bellies are full, they ſeldom wander 
far from home, retiring commonly very or- 
derly, and early to bed. | 1 
N After 


„ | 

After this; he throws his ſty open, and 
leaves them to- cater for themſelves; and from 
hence-forward has little more trouble with 
them, during the whole time of their mi- 


gration. Now and then, in calm weather, 
when maſt falls ſparingly, he calls them 
perhaps together by the muſic of his horn 


to a gratuitous meal; but in general, they, _ 


need little attention, returning regularly home 
at night, tho they often wander in the day 
two or three miles from their ſty. There 
are experienced leaders in all herds, - which 
inſtruct their juniors in the method of it. 
By this management the herd is carried home 
to their reſpectiye owners in ſuch condition, 
that a little dry meat will ſoon fatten them. 
I would not however have it ſuppoſed, 
that all the ſwine-herds in the foreſt manage 
their colonies with this exactneſs. Bad go- 
vernments, and bad governors will every where 
exiſt ; but F mention this as an example of 
ſound palicy—not as a mere Platonic, or 
Eutopian ſcheme; but ſuch as hath been 
| often realized, and hath as often been found 
productive of good order, and public utility. 
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The hog is commonly ſuppoſed to be an 
obſtinate, head-ſtrong, unmanageable brute: 
and he may perhaps have a degree of poſi- 
tiveneſs in his temper. In general, however 
if he be properly managed, he is an orderly, 
docile animal. The only difficulty is, to 
make your meanings, when they are fair, 
and friendly, intelligible to him. Effect this; 
and you may lead him with a ſtraw. - | 

Nor is he without his ſocial feelings, how 
he is at liberty to indulge them. In theſe 
foreſt-migrations, it is commonly obſerved, 
that of whatever number the herd confifts, 
they generally ſeparate, in their daily excur- 
ſions, into ſuch little knots, and ' ſocieties, 
. as have formerly had habits of intimacy 
together; and in theſe friendly groups they 
range the foreſt; returning home at night, 
in different parties, ſome earlier, and ſome 
later, as they have been more or leſs fortunate 
in the purſuits of the day. 

It ſounds oddly to affirm the life of a hog 
to be enviable; and yet there is ſomething 
uncommonly pleaſing in the lives of theſe 
emigrants—ſomething at leaſt more deſirable, 
than is to be found in the life of a hog 
Epicuri de grege. They ſeem themſelves alſo, 
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to enjoy their mode of life. You ſee them 
perfectly happy, going about at their caſe, 
and converſing with each other in ſhart, 
pithy, interrupted ſentences, which are no 
doubt, expreſſive of their own enjoyments, 
and of their ſocial feelings. | 

Beſides the hogs, thus led out in the 
maſt - ſeaſon to fatten, there are others, 
the property of foreſt-keepers, which ſpend 
the whole year in ſuch ſocieties. After the 
maſt- ſeaſon is over, the indigenous foreſt-hog 
depends chiefly for his livelihood on the roots 
of fern: and he would find- this food very 


nouriſhing, if he could have it in abundance. 2 


But he is obliged to procure it by ſo laborious 
an operation, that his meals are rarely ac- 
companied with ſatiety. He continues how- 
ever, by great induſtry, to obtain a tolerable 
ſubſiſtence through the winter, except in 
froſty weather, when the ground reſiſts his 
delving ſnout: then he 'muſt periſh, if he 
do not in ſome degree experience his maſter's 
care. As ſpring advances freſh graſſes, and 
falads of different kinds, add a variety- to his 
bill of fare; and as ſummer comes on, he 
Wen and grateful ſeeds, on 
14855 which 
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which he lives plentifully, till autumn returns, 
and brings with it the extreme of abundance. 

'Befides theſe ſtationary hogs, there are 


others in ſome of the more deſolate parts of 
the foreſt, which are bred wild, and left to 


themſelves, without any ſettled habitation, 


As - they coſt nothing ' either in food, or 
care, their owners are content with the pre- 
carious profit of ſuch, as they are able to 
reclaim. a 

Charles I, I have heard, was at the ex- 
pence of procuring the wild boar and his 
mate from the foreſts of Germany, which 
once certainly inhabited the foreſts of England. 
I have heard too that they propagated greatly 
in New-foreſt. Certain it is, there is found 
in it, at this day, a breed of hogs, commonly 
called fore/i-pigs, which are very different from 
the uſual Hampſhire breed; and have about 
them ſeveral of the characteriſtic marks of 


the wild boar. The foreſt-hog has broad 


| ſhoulders a high creſt; and thick, briftly 
"mane, which he erects on any alarm. His 
hinder parts are light, and thin. His ears 


are ſhort, and erect; and his colour either 
black, or - darkly brindled. He. is. much 
fiercer, than the common breed; and will 


turn 


PP £2 Ss 


e, 


, , 


* 
A 


X S.. 
* — 
en *&A =_ k 


IN 
N 8 


* 
. 

* 

* 


5 
[ED 


2 I WES * 
. 
— 7 * 


” 
CY 


* 
9 
=» \ 
KY 
* 

** 
* 
3 
- 

* 

+» 


Eng) 


nt agaiait en "onliaacy”: dag All chaſk/ ere 
marks of the wild boar, from whom, I have 
little doubt, that in part he derives his 


pedigree, tho his blood may be contaminated 


with vulgar mixtures. But tho he is much 
more pictureſque, than the common hog, he 


is in much leſs repute among farmers. The 


lightneſs of his hind quarters, and the thin- 


neſs of his flanks appear to W er 
in the ham, and the flitch. 


On leaving the beechen groves of Boldre- 
wood we were received by a large, open, 
fwampy, heath, called No Man's walk, being 
under the peculiar juriſdiction of none of the 
keepers. .—— The woods ſoon after commenced 
again, in which we paſſed a large foreſt-viſta, 
cut through them, from Lyndhurſt to Bur- 


ley-lodge; but it wanted the turnpike road 


which we found in the other viſta®. - I could 
not have ſuppoſed how much it. loſt, from 


the want of this accompaniment. Without 
a road, there ſeemed nn 


7 See vol. I, page 165 es page 63. 
| I4 EO viſta. 
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viſta, In other reſpects alſo it wanted the 
variety of the Lyndhurſt-viſta. | 

Along the confines of theſe woods, we 
ſkirted a foreſt-lawn, called Warwichfed ; 
which wheeled around us in the form of a 
creſcent, near two miles in circuit. It was 
a beautiful ſcene, hung with wood on every 
ſide. 

Near this place ſtands Rhinfield-lodge 3 
the ſituation of which is perhaps as pleaſing, 
tho not ſo grand, as that, of Boldre- wood. 
It ſtands on a ſpreading hill, incircled with 
groves of oak, among which indeed greater 
deſtruction hath been made, for the fake of 
the view, than ſeems to have been neceſſary. 
As the ground falls on every fide from the 
hill, on which the houſe ſtands, ſo on every 
ſide, it ſoon begins to riſe again, tho very 
gently, expanding by degrees into a vaſt 
circle of foreſt-ſcenery of every ſpecies— 
extenſive woods—ſkirted heaths—intermixtures |. 
of wood and lawn—and all this landſcape 
exhibited through the - vatious removes of 
diſtance. When we were ſated with theſe 
grand ſcenes, we had them afterwards pre- 
ſented more pictureſquely in parts, as we 
deſecnded the hill, on which the lodge ſtands. 

. In 
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In this deſcent we caught them every where 
to great advantage, through the boles, and 
branches of the ſtately oaks, which ſurrounded 
us. As the ground, which immediately in- 
circled this hill at the bottom, is ſwampy, 
and | watered with rivulets, the ſituation is 
ſometimes in the winter, rather uncomfortable. 
When the rains are abundant, the waters 
ſtagnate ſo much around the hill, that it is 
almoſt EY 2 


The. next ſcene we viſited was a foreſt- 
lawn of grand dimenſions. It ſeemed not 
leſs than nine or ten miles in circumference ; 
bounded on every fide, at leaſt in appearance, 
with woods, ſome of which were on a level 
with it, and others on grounds elevated above. 
it. Among theſe latter were the woods of 
Brokenhurſt, adorned with the ſpire of the 

church ſhooting above them. The pecu- 
liarity of this lawn is, that it's vaſt area is 
a perfect flat a form, which tho leſs beau- 
tiful than a playing ſurface, exceeds it in ſim- 
plicity, and grandeur. A ſmall flat is trivial. 
It is a mere bowling-green. It has neither 
beauty in it's parts to ſet it off; nor greatneſs .. 
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in the whole, to make it intereſting.” A ſmall 
piece of ground therefore ſhould always be 
varied. But an exfenſive flat like this we are 
now examining, gives one grand, uniform 
idea, which fills the imagination. The grandeſt 
idea of this kind, is, that of the ocean; the 
greatneſs of which conſiſts in it's being a 
continued flat. But the ocean preſents gran- 
deur without beauty. In a view of this 
kind at land, the idea of beauty is, more or 
leſs, impreſſed by the character of the ſcenery 
around it, I remember being exceedingly 
ſtruck with the grandeur of an immenſe 
ſcene of this kind, on the borders of Scotland, 
called Brough-marſh*. It is infinitely larger 
indeed than this, and is invironed, not with 
woods, which would loſe their effect round 
ſo vaſt an area; but with mountains. Rom 
ney-marſh' in Kent, is a ſcene alſo of the 
fame kind; but it is cut in peices, and de- 
formed by parallel lines, hedges, and canals. 
Nor are it's boundaries good. Inſtead of 
woods, or mountains, it is bounded by the 
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* See obſervations on the lakes of Cumberland, &c. vol. II. 
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ſea; and where the ſea appears in conjunc- 
tion with a level ſurface, the effect is bad: 
it joins one flat to another, and r 
confuſion. 
_ - The: extenſive freſh hin; which, gave oc- 
cafion to theſe remarks, is known by the 
name of Ober-green. It is chiefly paſturage, 
patched here and there with heath; and 
is eſteemed one of the beſt feeding grounds; 
both for deer, and cattle in the foreſt. 
Ober-green was the laſt of thoſe beautiful 
lawns, with which our ride through theſe - 
parts of the foreſt was inlivened; and I 
imagine few counties in England could fur- 
niſh ſo many pleaſing woodland-ſcenes in ſo 
ſmall a compaſs. He who delights in, ſuch 
ſcenery will find it in much greater perfection 
in the wildneſs of a foreſt, than among the 
moſt admired improvements of art. He will 
find it grander, more varied, and every where 
more replete with thoſe wild, inchanting 
paſſages, which the hand of art cannot give. 
What are the lawns of Hagley“, or any other 


— — 


* The late Lord Lytfleton's in Worceſterſhire, now Lord 
Weſteote s. - - 
place 
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place celebrated for this ſpecies . of artificial 
landſcape, but paltry imitations of the genuine 
works of nature ? | 

Hinchelſea-wood®, which we left on the 
right in the morning, now again ſkirted our 
tight, as we traverſed Ober-green. Here it was 
as great an ornament, as it was on the other 
ſide, at Long ſlade-bottom. That vaſt bog, 
which we had ſeen in the morning. winding 
ſo beautifully round Hinchelſea-wood, now 
preſented it's deceitful furface directly in our 
way. An inexperienced traveller might have 
ventured to paſs it without ſcruple. But 
our ſteps were better guided. We were care- 
fully led through the ſkirts of the wood to 
a place where a mole is thrown acroſs this 
vaſt bog, with two or, three wooden bridges 
to tranſmit the moiſture, 

Having paſſed this obſtruction, we roſe 
Blackamſley-hill, from whence, as in a table 
of contents, we had a view of all the country, 
the woods, and the lawns we had paſſed, 
extending at leaſt nine, or ten miles in length. 
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From Blackamſley-hill, we came to Set- 
ley-wood, near which we met again the 
great road, we had left in the morning. But 
inſtead of continuing in it, we croſſed it at 
a gate oppoſite to a gravel-pit, as we leave 
Brokenhurſt ; and entered 4 wild heath called 
Burnt-hill, where ſome beautiful woody ſcenes 
immediately opened. ——On the left along 
the declivities, hung incloſures of cultivated 


meadow-land, and likewiſe of rough grounds, 


both equally adorned with wood; and as 
theſe two ſpecies of landſcape were here con- 
tiguous, and exactly fimilar, excepting only 
the article of cultivation, they afforded a 
good opportunity of illuſtrating the. doctrine 
of gradation; one of thoſe. great principles 
in landſcape, which contributes more than 
any other, towards the production of ect. 
he force of gradation is moſt ſhewn 
in the management of light. and colours : 


but it is ſhewn alſo in the union of objects. 


Abruptneſi, it is true, and firong oppoſitions, 
are often great ſources of pictureſque beauty; 
when properly, and ſparingly introduced. In 
profuſion, they are affected. But the great 


principle of gradation has univerſal influence, - 


and enters more or leſs into every compoſition. 
—— The 
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„ inſtance we ſaw of it here reſpected 
the union of objecłs. 

On examining a piece 'of natural ground, 
we ſee, at a ſingle glance, how gradually, 
and beautifully nature commonly unites. one 
part with another—the tree with the ſhrub 
—the ſhrub with the brake—that again with 
the weed—and laſtly, theſe loweſt decora- 
tions with the level ground; which is here, 
and there, ſtill” farther ſoftened into them 
by patches of more luxuriant herbage*. But 
in the cultured field, however beautiful- in 
it's kind, you ſee no tranſition, no connection, 
or gradation among contiguous parts. Even 
if the hedges introduce no formality of lineal 
boundary, yet the ſmooth uniform ſurface, 
whether of graſs, or of corn, joins abruptly 
with the wood. This in a ea, — 
is diſpleaſing. 

But you admire the artificial lawn, bounded 
only with wood? You then talk of con- 
traft, rather than gradation, 4 as a ſource of 
beauty ? 


„ See vol. I. p. 219. * 
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We do: and ſcenes of this kind are often 
beautiful. But one of their great beauties 
ariſes ſtill from gradation. When we talk of 
contraſt, we do not mean fimple © oppoſition. - 
Two ' contiguous ſtripes of black, and white 
produce no effect. Strong oppofitions we ſome- 
times allow, but they muſt only appear in 
tranſient touches : gradation enters into the 
idea even of contraſt. It is true, in the arti- 
ficial lawn we commonly require neatneſs; 
ſo that the rude connections of nature are ex- 
cluded : but ſtill a lawn, bounded with - 
gular wood, gives us little pleaſure. It is 
the planter's care to obtain what gradation 
he can, by bringing ſome of his clumps 
forward, and thus connecting his lawr# with - 
his woods. Yet with all his art he can 
never do it in ſo nobly wild, and pictureſque 
a manner, as nature in her moſt beautiful 
works. | 
The two different kinds of hanging grounds, 
bounded with woods, which. occaſioned theſe 
remarks, occupied our left. In front wag 
an extended ſkirting of woody ſcenery, . which 
opening itſelf more and more, as we pro- 
ceeded, ſpread into a noble ſkreen. This 
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ſcenery conſiſted of thoſe vaſt woods, which 

ſtretch from Heathy-Dilton, to Boldre-church. 

© Theſe woods hang over the moſt pleaſing 
meadows about Roydon, and along all the 
valley to Brokenhurſt, that ever, adorned a 
landſcape. It is a landſcape indeed of the 
cultured kind, and therefore little accommo- 
dated to the pencil; but of it's kind it 1s 
the moſt lovely, Through this valley, con- 
fiſting of hanging meadows, variouſly bounded, 
and adorned with wood, the river of Lyming- 
ton, while it is yet rural, and only a foreſt- 
ſtream, forms many a devious curve, But 
this pleaſing ſcenery can only be traverſed 
by the foot- paſſenger, or the angler with his 
rod. Even on horſe-back you cannot paſs 
the many wooden bridges made of ſingle 
planks, which are thrown athwart the ſeveral | 
windings of the ſtream. 


Leaving theſe ſcenes behind us, we entered 


| the lanes of Roydon, broad, winding, and 


adorned in one part with an open grove, in 
others, with an intermixture of beech, and 
oak ; which ſtretching acroſs, form a canopy 
above the head. Theſe lanes open upon a 


| heath, called Sandy-down, which is ſuppoſed 
to enjoy the beſt air in it's neighbourhood, 


Here 
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Here the woods, which had before ſkreened 
our front, now winding round, appear with - 
equal magnificence on the left. The ſummit 
is crowned with Boldre-church, - which diſ- 
covering only it's imbattled tower among the 
trees, takes the form of a lofty caſtle. 

Having croſſed the river near the ruins of 
Haywood-houſe, once a manſion of conſide- 
rable note, we mounted the hill to the church, 
from whence we had beautiful views, on the 
north, to the foreſt, and on the ſouth, to- 
wards the white cliffs of the iſle of Wight, 
which are ſet off by intermediate woods. 
Indeed all the churches of the foreſt are loftily 
ſeated. For when the whole country . was 
covered with woods, and before roads were 
2 through them; it was neceſſary to place 

the church in a lofty ſituation, that the in» 
habitants might the more eaſily find their way 
to it, through the devious paths of the foreſt, 
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Remarks on the middle parts of New. foreſt, between 
the rivers of Lymington, and Beaulieu. 


— 


IRECTING our courſe firſt towards 
Beaulien, we paſſed the plantations of 

fir Harry Burrard at Walhampton, which 
extend round his houſe, and are compoſed 
chiefly of fir. His gardens cominand ex- 
tenſive views of the iſle of Wight, and the 
intervening channel: but they are views, 
which may rather be called amufng, than 
Pictureſque. They are too oxtenſive for the 
uſe of the pencil, The diſtant coaſt exhibits 
too long a curtain; the hills ate tob ſmooth ; 
and the water-line is tos parrullel with the 
coaſt of Hampfhite. The only way to' obtain 
ry ge arg Which we call pic. 
-K2 tureſqie 
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fureſque, from ſo lengthened a view of diſtant 
coaſt, is to break it, here and there, with 
plantations, ſometimes immediately on the 
fore-ground, and ſometimes in the ſecond 
diſtance. And indeed in many parts of the 

6 gardens, where ſuch portions are intercepted 
by the woods, good pidfures are obtained. 
After all however we muſt allow, that nine 
perſons in ten would be better pleaſed with 
theſe extended views in their preſent amuſing 
fate, than if they had been more generally 
broken in a form to pleaſe the pictureſque 
eye. Few people can diſtinguiſh between the 
ideas of beautiful, and picturęſue: but every 
eye is pleaſed with an amuſing View. | 
Io theſe ſheltered receſſes, which extend 
even to my garden-gate, I am ſo much in- 
debted, through the indulgence. of their be- 
nevolent owner, for the quiet pleaſures of 
many a ſtudious hour, that I ſhould gladly 
enter more minutely into a deſcription of 
them; did not my ſubjet, which holds 
me cloſely to the wild ſcenes of nature, 
forbid. Yet there is one | ſcene, which I 
cannot forbear mentioning: it is ſo nearly 
allied to nature, that it is cloſely allied alſo to 
to my ſubject. The ſcene I mean, is a ſmall 

lake, containing about a dozen acres, which 
7 has 
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has been formed out of a ſwamp. u is 
wooded on both ſides; and the view of 
the whole together is very pleaſing, When 
you ſtand in the open part, towards Portmere- 
common, from whence the head, which con- 
fines the water, is concealed; and the woods 
on each ſide, are united at the bottom, with 
thoſe of the garden. The walks, on both 
ſides, are well managed; and contain many 
little n W and _—_ to ts 
water. 

Sir Jobs: D'Oyly; ind Mr. Robbins, whoſe 
' houſes we paſs in ſucceſſion, have the fame . 
views towards the iſle of Wight, and the 
channel, which are preſented from the gar= 
dens at Walhampton; but 4 are feen W | 
different circumſtances,” a 

Sir John D'Oyly's capital 3 is Fro! a 
circular room at the top of his houſe, which 
commands a very great extent both of ſea, 
and land. On the land- ſide the diverſified 
woods of the foreſt appear ſtretching. far and 
wide around his houſe, with all the. inter- 
vening cultivation houſes cottagos and 
farms. On the other ſide, the ſight extends 
along the channel of the iſle of Wight in 
both directions to the welt, : as far as the 


open ſea; and to the caſt, as far as Spithead, 
. where 
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ſtationed there, may be obſerved. His lawn 


has lately been new-modelted, and is now only 
in a ſtate of improvement; fo that it's effect 


cannot yet be: ſeen. 


At Pilewell Mr. Robbins's views towards | 
the ſea, are nearly the fame as thoſe: from 


D'Oyly- park; only ſeen from a lower ſtand. 


Mr. Robbins's lawn is a very extenſive one. 
It is flat indeed; but ſo much quiet ſpace 
forms an excellent contraſt with the buſy 


ſcene of navigation, which is ſpread beyond 


it. Still however theſe views are of the 


amuſing kind. I ſhould adviſe the picrurgſſue 
eye therefore to ſeek the ſcenery of the iſland, 


as he will find it more broken, in many 
parts of the walk, which circles the lawn. 
The beſt view of the whole together is from the 
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we paſs the edge of a piece of freſh- water, 


above three miles in circumference, known 
by the name of Souley-pond. ' In an inland- 
country it would have been thought a con- 
ſiderable lake: but it's cloſe neighbourhooll 
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5 diminithes the idea. It is not indeed 
ſkreened by ſuck noble limits, as dignify the 
lakes of Weſtmorland and Cumberland; rotks, 
mountains, and oraggy promontories; yet it 
is marked by an elegant irregular line; it's. 
in ſome places the ſkirts: of. Beaulies woods 
run down to it's edge; and in others low 
points of level land - ſhoot into it, which are 
groups of figures, or of cattle. On the whole 
it is a pleaſing ſcene. It produces great plenty 
of fick; and often affords a ſummer- days 
amuſement to the gentlemen of the neigh= 


From Soulcy-pond the road leads towards 
the banks of Beaulicu-river, which are rather 
high in this part, and much wooded; fo 
that of courſe theo water is ſkroened from the 
eye. Thie road however is very beautiful, 
pafſing through woody lanes, and open groves: 
and the woods of Beaulieu are the mote beau- 
tiful, as they are almoſt univerſally loſt - 

untouched. Fou fearce 1 a n tree 

an0ng them. © ee 2 
: K 4 About 
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About two miles from Souley; a ſtrange 
ruin attracts the eye, on the left. It appears 
like the two ends of a barn, the roof of which 
has fallen in. But the curioſity of it is, it's 
amazing ſize. From one gavel- end to the 
other it extends eighty- one paces, The name 
it is known by, is St. Leonard's; and it is 
commonly ſuppoſed to have been a barn 
belonging to the monks of Beaulieu, who 
placed here a little eſtabliſhment of their fra- 
ternity, to gather the fruits of the country 
in theſe parts. The veſtiges of different build- 
ings, and the walls of a ſmall chapel, ſtill 
remain. In a' pictureſque light this ruin 
is of no conſequence. We walked round it, 
and tried it in every mode of perſpective, if 
poſſible to make a drawing from it, but the 
two vaſt gavel- ends would enter into no Kind 
of compoſition. 

Large barns were the common 8 
of abbeys; and the veſtiges of ſome of them 


ſtill remain. There is a grand building of 
this kind at Battle-abbey in Suſſex; tho I 
ſhould think is is more ornamented, than was 
requiſite for a barn. , There is another very 
large one at Cerne in Dorſetſhire. But the 
nobleſt edifice, I believe, in England, under 


67 
the denomination of a barn, is to be ſeen 
at Choulſey in Berkſhire, about two miles 
from Wallingford. This barn is ſtill larger 
than that we are now ſurueying. 5 It is me · 
what above a hundred yards in length; and 
eighteen yards broad. It contains four threſh+ 
ing-floors; and is ſappoſed to have belonged 
to the rich abbey of Reading. Tho carrying | 
upon it the date of 1101, it is in good con- 
dition; and ſtill performs the functions of a 
barn. Mighty caſtles, and churches in three 
or four centuries have given way to time: but 
here is à barn, which : has continued doing 
it's offices to ſociety, | through. the pack F 
ſeven hundred years, 

From the ruins of St. Leonard's, the Game 
woody road brought us ſoon to Buckler's- hard 
a beautiful ſemi- circular valley, or rather a 42 
of the bank to the edge of the river, which 
forms before it one of it's grandeſt ſweeps, — 
In this pleaſing retreat the duke of Montague, 
predeceſſor to the late duke, proprietor of all 
this part of the country, propoſed. to build a 
town, which was to bear his name, He was 
at that time proprietor alſo of the iſland of 
St. Lucia in the weſt-Indies; and as he 
2 2 all the privileges on the river, of the 
| hs abbey | 
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abbey of Beaulieu, which were great, and would 
have enabled him to inveſt his colony -with 
many immunities, he expected to derive much 
advantage from a ſugar trade; as ſugars might 
thus be imported, and from the plenty of fuel, 
refined, at a much cheaper rate here, than they 
could be any where elſe. And indeed the ſcheme 
had the approbation of many men of ſounder 
Judgment, than the duke's. The limits of a 
town were accordingly planned the ſtreets 
were marked out—and the building-grounds 
adjuſted. But at the peace of 1748, St. Lucia 
was declared a neutral ifland, by which the 
duke's property in it was loſt ; and ſoon after, 
his only ſon dying, he dropped all farther 
intention with regard to his new town. . 
Buckler's-hard was however deſtined to re- 
ceive a town, tho of a different kind. The 
fituation was commodious for ſhi p-building, 
as well as ſugar-boiling ; and was taken for 
that purpoſe, by Mr. Adams, who made large 
contracts with government for building ſhips 
of war, Several very fine frigates have been 
built here, and ſome ſhips of more force“. 


8 


* The following is a liſt of the ſhips of war, and their 
number of guns, which have been built at Buckler's-hard. 5 
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The great number of workmen, whom this 
buſineſs, brought together, an. gre 77 
W 10 12 


* this buſy ſcene, we. arte our Way 
to Beaulieu- abbey Pp which i is about two miles 
beyond it. The road is ſtill cloſe, and beau⸗ 
tifully wooded. Within half a mile of it u 
look down from the higher grounds, into the 
circular valley, in which the ruins of the 
abbey ſtand. _ 

The valley iſelf i is extenſive, and conſiſts of 
great variety of ground; and the whole ſcene, 
but eſpecially. the hills, which furround it, are 
woody. Through the middle of it runs the 
river, which, about two miles above Beaulieu, 


is a mere foreſt-ſtream, and has no conſe- 


quence, but what it 1 from * beautiful 
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- The Muſtzious e guns. The 3 
memian-—Ladefatigable—and Buropr ; all of fixty-four. The 
Greenwich, and Hannibal of fifty. The Wookwich—Romulus 
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ſcenes, through which it wanders. Under the 
walls of the abbey it meets the tide, which 
immediately gives it form, and dignity. Here 
a bridge is thrown over it; on each fide of 
which, it ſpreads into a lake, when the tide 
flows, ſhaping it's ample ſweeps around rich 
wooded ſhores. Both theſe grand baſons 
might eaſily be kept conſtantly full, if a head 
were conſtruQted, as I have heard it might be, 
acroſs the river, at the ſecond reach below the 
abbey. The tide, in all' probability would 
not obſtruct a work of this kind; as it flows 
here with little force, ſcarce at the rate of four 
miles an hour. | 
The precincts of the abbey, which ſtands on 
the eaſtern fide of the river, are, in circum- 
ference, about a mile and a half.' The boun- 
dary-wall is intire in ſeveral parts ; and viſible 
almoſt in all. The area, within the boundary, 
is nearly flat; and might eaſily be made a very 
beautiful ſcene. Along the banks of the river 
the ground is a little varied, where a pleafant 
walk has been laid out, which is now pictu- 
reſquely marked by the ruins of time. The 
bank is here ſomewhat higher than the river; 
and was formerly, in this part, the foundation 
of the boundary-wall of the abbey ; which, 
| s when 
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when the wall was intire, compleatly hid the 
river, and all it's beautiful appendages from 
the walk. Time has - now reſtored them. 
Tho the rg in ſome places, it 
has in general failed. Large portions of it are 
gone; and in other parts there are /chaſms, 
and fractures, through which the river, and 
the ſurrounding woods appear often to great 
advantage from the walk. Old oaks likewiſe, 
coeval with the abbey itſelf, are ſcattered pro- 
fuſely around the ruins of the wall; ſometimes |, 
ſupporting it, and ſometimes ſupported by it. 
They are every where beautiful appendages; and 
in many. places unite with the ruins of the wall 
into the moſt pleaſing  fore-grounds ; while the 
river, ſpread here into a lake, and: the mode 
beyond it, form a diflance. Wo 
Among theſe ruins, I remember, ſome | 
years ago, to have ſeen. a very extraordi- 
nary inſtance of . vegetation. The main ſtem 
of an oak aroſe in contact with a part of the 
wall, which was intire; and extended one of 
it's principal limbs along the ſummit of it. 
This limb, at the diſtance of a few yards from 
the parent - tree finding a fiſſure in the wall, in 
which there might probably be ſome depoſit 
of ſoil, ſhot a root through it into the carth. 


From 
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From hence, ſhooting up again through ano- 
ther part of the wall, it formed a new ſtem, 
as large as the original tree; and from this 
again proceeded another horizontal branch like 
| the former. In a great ſtorm, which hap- 
pened on the 27th of february 1781, both the 
wall, and the tree were blown down together. 
Great part of the area between this beautiful 
walk, and the abbey, is occupied by an open 
grove; part of which is beautiful, and part 
deformed. The reaſon of the difference is, 
that one part is planted careleſly by the hand 
of nature; the other regularly by that of art. 
Of the buildings of the abbey conſi- 
derable parts remain; enough to ſhew, that 
it has formerly been conſtructed in a rich 
Gothic ſtile: tho it's dimenſions were 
never large. The parts ſtill in being of moſt 
conſequence, are what is ſuppoſed to have 
been the refectory, and the abbot's lodge. 
The refectory is now turned into a pariſh- 
church, and forms a handſome aile, which 
is worth looking into. The abbot's lodge is 
. by the name of the palace, and was 
fitted up by the predeceſſor of the laſt duke of 
Montague, as a manſion; tho he made little 
addition to it. The old Hall ſtill remains, and 
* N ſome 
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ſome of the other apartments. What he 
added, is ill- done; and what he did in the 
way of taſte, is whimſical, and ill - managed. 
He did nothing indeed that adorns this beau- 
tifal jſcene ; many things which deform it; 
and ſome things fo. ſtrangely abſurd, that no 
genius but his own, could have conceived 
them.  Inftead of calling in ſome man of taſte - 
to aſſiſt him in making Beauliceu-abbey one of 
the moſt pleaſing ſcenes in England, which 
it might have been; he employed an engineer, 
by whoſe help he drew a ditch around it; filled 
it with water; threw two or three draw-bridges 
over it; ſecured all the avenues; and thus, 
by a wonderful ſtroke of art, converted an 
abbey into a caſtle. This atchievement was 
performed about the time of a French wur, 
and à rebellion; when the duke had been 
raiſing a regiment, and his ideas had taken 
a military turn. It is ſaid too, that he made 
this ſtrange metamorphoſis under an appre- 
henſion, leſt ſome adventrous French privateer, 
taking the advantage of a full- tide, might ſail 
up the river, and endeavour to carry him off. 
Men of tafte cannot | enough lament; that 4 
fituation, fo well adapted to receive the beauties 
of art, . into 
ſuch 
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ſuch wretched hands; and that more money 
had been ſpent in deforming it, than might 
have made it a ſcene of uncommon beautyꝛ. 
Of the other parts of the abbey little re- 
mains. There is a court about fixty or ſeventy 
feet ſquare, formerly perhaps a cloiſter, which 
is now converted into a garden. In the inner 
walls remain ſeveral arches, now cloſed, two 
or three of which are of beautiful Gothic. 
Near this court alſo ſtands a ſmall room, roughly 
arched. The arches are of ſtone, - centering 
in a point at the top: but it does not 'cafily 
appear for what purpoſe ſo ſmall an apart- 
ment was intended. The kitchen is ſtill very 
intire; as this edifice often is among the ruins of 
abbeys. It was a ſuucture nn, of m 
gs 5 

But tho the ſituation of Beaulicu-abbey is 
very - pleaſing; and perhaps more monkiſh, 
than could eaſily have been found in the neigh- 
bourhood; yet if a noble family-manſion 
ſhould be intended, a much grander ſituation 
might be choſen in many parts of this beau- 
tiful country; particularly on the high grounds, 
a little to the north of Buckler's-hard, nearly 
about the point, where the road from thence 
tn: daun van Dii'od! - antes 


4 


( 145 ) 

unites with that from Lymington; This 
fituation commands a grand ſweep over the 
river, together with it's eſtuary the woods 
on both ſides of it, which are rich, and 
ample in a high degree—and in the diſtance 
the channel, and the high grounds of the 
iſle- of Wight, from Cowes eg to _ 
Needles. 

The privileges of the manor of Beaulieu; 
which were granted by king John, were very 
extenſive; and are ſtill preſerved. No debtor 
can be arreſted within it's precincts, unleſs 
the lord's leave be obtained. The lords of 
Beaulieu alſo enjoy the liberties of the Cinque- 
ports ; and the fame exemption from duties ; 
which was the duke's principal reaſon, as was 
obſerved®, for building a town at Buckler's- 
hard. They hunt alſo, and deſtroy the king's 
deer, if they ſtray within the purlieus of the 
abbey. On the day we were at Beaulieu, 
we found the hedges every where beſet with 
armed men. There were not fewer than 
twenty, or thirty. It appeared as if ſome 
invaſion was expected. On inquiry we were 
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informed, a ſtag had been ſeen that morning 
in the manor ;z and all the village of Beaulieu 
was in atms to prevent” his eſcape back into 
the foreſt. The fortunate man, who ſhot 
him, had a gratuity from the lotd. 
| Beaulieu-manor is an extenſive ſcene, being 
not leſs than twenty-eight miles in circum- 
ference. It conſiſts chiefly of woodlands ; and 
beſides the deer, which accidentally ſtray into 
it from the foreſt, contains a great number 
of deer in it's own domains. Among theſe 
rough grounds are intermixed many valuable 
farms; and the whole N. annually about 
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As we leave Beaulieu-abbey, along the 
Lyndhurſt road, we ſkirt the upper lake, 
which is fortned by the tide above the bridge. 
It is a beautiful ſheet of water, about a mile 
in circumference, ſurrounded, on every ſide 
with woods, which in many parts fall into 
it from the riſing grounds. As the view 
opens, we look full up the lake. On the 
right the abbey appears among the woods 
to great advantage. On the left, a winding 
road runs along it's margin; except where 

-* * 12 
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in ſome parts it is intercepted by clumps of 
trees. In front, the woods recede a little 
from the water, and leave a ſpace of flat 
meadow, which has a good effect in contraſt 
with the riſing grounds, and woods on each 
ſide. The whole ſcene is pleaſing. Soon 
after we leave the lake, the river dwindles 
into a ſluggiſh, little, bull-ruſh ſtream. The 
meadow, however through which it winds, 
are adorned with wood, and till continue 


beautiful. 


At a place called the Fighting-cocks, well 
known to the lurking poacher, the manor 
of Beaulieu ends; and we entered the wild 
ſcenes of the foreſt. Deep woods received 
us, Through theſe we rode near two miles, 
rifing gently from the river; and then emerged 
into an open ſcene, called Culverly-heath— 
2 of thoſe beautiful woody-ſkirted lawns, 

of which we had ſeen ſo many in the weſtern 
parts of the foreſt; and yet the features of 
this were different from them all. We 
ſtood on a rough knoll, decorated with a few 
full-grown. oaks, deſcending in front into 


a lawa, which ou to ſtretch about a 
| mile 
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mile in front; and a league on each fide: 
It was ſkirted in every part with woods, 
ſhooting out, and retiring in ſkreens on each 
fide ; and folding over each other. The whole 
was a pleaſing piece of foreſt-perſpeQtive, 
and the lawn one of the moſt pictureſque 
compoſitions we had met with, in this mode ö 
of landſcape. 

Soon after we left Culveriy-heath, we en- 
tered another ſcene of tlie ſame kind — larger, 
but leſs varied. In Culverly-heath the ma- 
terials of landſcape were brought together in 
ſo perfect a manner, as to produce a pic- 
tureſque whole. Here, throu gh an awkward- 
neſs in the compoſition, there was but an 
indifferent - whole, tho many of the one in 
themſelves were beautiful. | 

From this heath we entered a keys _ 


called Denny. It has once been a noble 
| ſcene, but it is now ſtripped of it's princi- 
pal honours, and conſiſts chiefly of beech, 
with a few decrepid oaks ſtragling among 


them. Every where we ſaw noble fools, 
as they call the ſtumps of ſuch trees as 
have been cut, down; and could form an 


idea of their grandeur, by the reſpectful 


ſpace they have formerly occupied. None of 
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the trees in the neighbourhood ſeem to have 
approached within a conſiderable diſtance of 
them. 

In this f "hich makes a part of 
Denny-walk, the lodge belonging to it, is 
ſeated. Here we left the Lyndhurſt road, 
which we had thus far purſued from Beaulieu ; 
and turning to the left, directed our courſe 
to Whitley-ridge-lodge. In the neighbourhood 
of this place we found ſome beautiful ſcenes. 
One of them has peculiar merit —lt is a 
ſmall foreſt- lawn, containing about ſeven or 
eight acres ſomewhat circular, and ſkirted 
with oaks, thickets, and open groves; but 
they are diſpoſed in ſo happy a manner, and 
ſo much broken by clumps ſtanding out from 
the other woods, that all the regularity of 
it's form is removed. This lawn is the 
farcurite haunt of deer in ſummer-evenings ; 
and their conſtant feeding upon it, has given 
the fineſt, texture to it's turf, It is rough 
enough to ſhew it's alliance with the foreſt ; 
but, like ſome of nature's faireſt forms, it 
has ſo poliſhed an appearance, that with the 
ſmalleſt improvement it might accompany the 
. moſt cultivated ſcene... 
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From hence we continued our rout through 
woods, like thoſe of Denny, 'as far as Lady- 
croſs-lodge. Theſe ravaged parts of the foreſt, 
tho they ſtill afford many pleafing ſcenes, 
yet deprived of their nobleſt trees, are de- 
prived' alſo of their principal beauty. Tho 
inferior wood, 'as we had frequent opportunity 
to -obſerve, might produce diſtant ſcenery, 
yet when we enter the internal parts of a 
foreſt, we wiſh for objects of grandeur, | In 
foreſt-glades eſpecially, where the ſcenes are + 
ſmall, large trees on the fore-ground are almoſt 


. neceflary. | 


From the woods of Lady-croſs, we entered 
the weſtern fide of that vaſt heath, which 
occupies all the middle ground between the 
rivers of Lymington, and Beaulicu.——It is 
not a ſcene, like that of Culverly, and others, 
in which the woods, and open country bear 
a proportion to each other; it is diffuſe, 
and unadorned. The circumambient woods 
are too inconſiderable; and yet it is evety 
where ſurrounded with them. Thoſe of 

| Heathy- 


1 ES 
Heathy-Dilton occupied the right; and in- 
troduced, as we ſkirted this fide of the heath, 
ſome little ſcenery : but all other parts were 
naked. In front indeed ranged a | meagre 
ſkirting of wood; beyond which the high 
grounds of the ifle of Wight formed à diſ- 
tance. 

As we proceeded Gither- on this heath, 
Norley- wood aroſe at ſome diſtance on the 


left. Towards this, acroſs the heath, we 


bent our courſe, as we were told it afforded 
ſome of the moſt beautiful internal ſcenery 
of any part of the foreſt, 
ſtretches about two miles in length; and 
taking a ſemicircular turn, forms ſome heathy 


grounds, which hang to the ſouth, into a 


bay.——As a diſtant object however, it's 
woods poſſeſs only. common beauties. To 
ſee it's oaks in their glory, we muſt enter 
it's receſſes, Their forms are remarkably 
pictureſque; and their combinations are as 
pleaſing as their forms. Theſe combinations 


ate greatly aſſiſted by a profuſion of holly, 


and other humble plants, which are interſperſed 
among the trees. This delightful ſcenery alſo 
is happily opened. Several roads winding in 
_ oO through the wood, form 

| L 4 a variety 


- Nor ley Wood | 
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a variety of little receſſes. Sometimes we 
were preſented with a longer reach; ſome- 
times with a ſudden turn: and the beauty 
generally aroſe from ſeeing little removed 
clumps of wood, in Waterlo's ſtile, variouſſy 
riſing behind one or two ſtately trecs on the 
fore- ground, whoſe dark branches gave their 
inlightened foliage effect. Other varieties are 
introduced by the uterſe ions of roads; and 
others by the graſs running among full-grown 
trees, or cn of underwood ; 


Where frequent tufts of holly, box, or thorn, 
Steal on the greenſwerd ; but admit fair ſpace, 
For many a moſly maze to wind between. 


In ſhort, we found inſtances here, in great 
perfection, of every mode of ſcenery, which 
I have already deſcribed in the internal parts 
of a foreſt*. 

There is alſo a circumſtance connected 
with this wood, which is rarely found in 
thoſe woods, which occupy the middle regions 
of the foreſt ; and that is a hamlet of thoſe 


little treſpaſſing cottages ſcattered about it, 
'which have already been men . They 


Seen gates, 
e 


EF 
commonly: land Gemuched, undd one or other 


of them meets the eye in various parts, and 
adds much to the ſcene. I have already ex- 
plained, how far ſuch circumſtances affect 


both natural, and artificial landſcape“. 

In a few. years however, all the beautiful 
ſcenery of Norley-wood will vaniſh. It's 
deſtruction has long been expected; and was 


lately determined. In the beginning of the 


year 1781, a-band of wood-cutters entered 
it, with orders from the ſurveyor of the 
foreſt to cut a hundred of the beſt trees, which 
he had previouſly marked for the uſe of the 
navy. Theſe trees were ſet apart for building 
ſhips of the firſt and ſecond rates, The next 
year another fall of the ſame kind of timber 
was ordered: and in three or four years, when 


all the noble trees are gone, the refuſe will 


be deſtined to ſhips of inferior ſize, frigates, 
ſloops, and cutters. During ſeven years it is 
ſuppoſed this wood will yield a conſiderable 


ſupply to the yards of Portſmouth. At preſent - 


however a reſpite: is given it; and the de- 
predations, which have been made, have not 
yet greatly injured it's hg In ſome. parts 
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* See vol. I. page 217. 8 
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they may have improved it*, by ſeveral open- 
ings, which the wood-cutters, have made; 
tho the ſcenes of Norley-wood admit improve 
ments of this kind, leſs than almoſt any other 
ſcenes in the foreſt; as they naturally abound 
in openings, and receſſes. If a. few more 
attacks however be made upon it, it's glory 
will be extinct; and Norley-wood like other 
ravaged woods, will ſuggeſt only the remem- 
brance of a ſcene. : 

And yet the various appendages of wood- 
cutting piles of bark, and ſcattered boughs, 

and timber-wains, are not unpleaſing objetsF. 
The deep, hollow tone alſo of the wood-man's 
axe, or of axes reſponſive to each other, in 
different parts of the wood, are notes in full 
harmony with the fcene, tho their muſic is a 
knell. 

The fallen tree allo, lying with it's white, | 
peeled branches on the ground, is not only 
beautiful in itſelf ; but if it be not ſcattered 
in too great profuſion (for white is an unac- 
eommodating hue) it forms an agreeable con- 
traſt with the living trees. But when we ſee 
it deprived of it's beautiful ramification, ſquared, 


* See vol. I. Page 66. + oe vol, I. page 267. 
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and fawn in lengths, as it ſometimes continues 
long to lie about the foreſt, it becomes an 
object of deformity ; and we lament what it | 
once was, without receiving any equivalent | 
from it's preſent ſtate. VI 
It may here alſo be remarked, that the | 
king's timber is much more pictureſque, than 
ſuch timber, as is bought, and cut by the mer- 
chant. He, with cautious, and diſcerning eye, 
ſtands at the bottom of the tree, while. it is yet 
alive; and having examined every twiſting 
limb, and deſtined every part to it's proper 
ſervice, lops them off, one by one; and then 
fells the tree, a deformed and mutilated trunk. 
The royal wood-cutter is leſs nice. He fells 
the tree as it grows; and leaves the dock-men - 
to aſcertain the uſes of it's ſeveral parts. Tw o 
or three of the main limbs are generally reft, 
and ſplintered in the fall; but that is not his 
concern: in the mean time, the ruin of the 
whole, with all it's fpreading parts about it, 
retains ſtill a degree of pictureſque beauty. 
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HE river Avon is the boundary of the 
; foreſt on the weſt; and the bay of 


Southampton on the eaſt. Neither of theſe. 


rivers therefore properly belongs to the foreſt. 
The only rivers, which may ' juſtly be called 
foreſt-rivers, are thoſe of Lymington, and 


Beaulieu. The former of theſe we have 


already examined in various parts; the latter 
only about the abbey of Beaulieu. We deter- 
mined therefore to inveſtigate the whole by 4 


We took boat in Lymington- river; which 
at low-water winds beautifully, before it enter 


the ſea®. Its banks indeed are mud, but of 


the beſt ſpecies; for they are covered, like 


'the other mud-lands of this country, wit 


— 
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* See page 974 
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ſea-graſs, which gives them the air of mea- 
dows when the tide retires. The returning 


water over-runs all the boundaries of the 
river, and makes it neceſſary, for the uſe of 


| - veſſels of any burden, to mark its channel 


with ſtakes The mouth of the river is 
diſtinguiſhed by a larger poſt, known among 
fiſhermen, by the name of Fack in the baſket. 
It ſtands about, three * from r 
harbour. 

At this boundary we Gy the E N 
which divides the coat of Hampſhire from the 
ile of Wight. The former, which ſtretches 
along the left, appears as a flat woody diſtance, 
juſt raiſed above the edge of the water; and 
unmarked by any object of conſequence, 
They who are acquainted with the country, 
can point out, here and there, a houſe, juſt 
ſeen among the trees. | | 

On the right, the iſle of Wight 2 a 
better appearance; and yet not a pictureſque 
one. It conſiſts of. a double ridge of high 
lands; which, in almoſt every part, are ill- 
ſhaped, and in ſome parts the upper, and 
lower grounds follow each other in a diſa- 
greeable parallel. Indeed we ſeldom ſee a 


continuation of high grounds, through a ſpace 
r of 
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of near ten miles, forming : ſo unpleaſant a 
delineation. At Teaſt it ſeems ſuch to any 
eye aſſimulated to the grandeur of a moun- 
tainous country. 

The water-line of the illand appears to 
more advantage. Among many ſmaller in- 
dentations of the coaſt, the bays of Totland, 
and New-town, are conſiderable. Totland- 
bay is formed by the weſtern point of the 
. iſland, called the Need/e-cliffs, on one fide ; 
and on the other by that promontary, which 
ſhoots out oppoſitg to Hurſt-caſtle, uſually 
called Sconce-point, It is a rude, wild ſcene 
tho the cliffs themſelves are rather of the 
tame ſpecies ; without any of thoſe large parts, 
and projeftions, which give a rocky coaſt" its 
moſt pictureſque form. New-town- bay affords 
an opening of a different kind, It is a. 


ſemicircular ſweep into a country highly | - 


cultivated ; which at a proper diſtance, when 
the ſeveral e of cultivation are maſſod 
together, has e Bei e 10 


As we approached the mouth of Beanlieu- 
river, it's opening promiſed little. The eaſtern 
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The weſtern fide is ſtill more | difagreeables 
It confiſts of a flat tongue of land, called 
' Needforespoint*, which runs out a' conſiderable 
way; and at low-water unites. with the mud- 
lands. When the tide flows, it is in part 
covered with water. We found it in this 
latter ſituation; and our boat made à ſhort 
puſh over it, inſtead of going round * the 
mouth of the river. 
It is ſomewhat remarkable, chat there is 
one of theſe ſpits of land, near the mouth. of 
| each of theſe foreſt-rivers ; and alſo at the 
mouth of - Southampton-bay.. . Hurſt-caſtle,. 
formerly intended to guard the paſſage through 
the Needles, occupies one near the mouth of 
Lymington- river; and Calſhot- caſtle another, 
at the entrance of Southampton-bay. On 
Needſore-point, which is the middle one, 
a fortreſs was thought unneceſſary. But 
tho theſe ſpits of land are remarkable, they. 
are eaſily accounted for. The united force 
of wind and tide from the ſouth-weſt, and 


+. * Needfore, that is, Needs-hore, but the & was ngtuſed _ 
in Saxon orthography. Hence Needſore, Stanſore, and other 
terminations e een as and N 3 
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weſt, 9. much gresur and more continued, 
aum is un . 
at the entrance of Portſnouth-harbour. Spit- 
head is the barrier of it's channel, Which 
runs dloſe along the eaſtern ſhore under 
South- ſea- caſtle, and Portſmouth- wall, much 


in the ſame manner as the channel of Beaulieu 


or rather Exbury-haven, runs cloſe under the 
ſhore from Leap, Wherever there is a low; 
or gravelly coaſt, undefended, on the ſouthern 
fide of our ' iſland; it gives way to the fury 
of the Atlantic winds and tides. The. rocks 
of Purbeck protect „ 
Pool, and Chriſt- church. T0 the eaſt of 
Foe Wight Jefends Portſmouth, and ha 
ſhores eaſtward as far as Arundel; which would 
probably go to ſea, if they were equally unpros 
tected from the. weſt, as from the eaſt. bv i 
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We had now entered Beaulieu-river, which 
— be about half ene Far 


tinued (a how; n ok 


behind ; . 1 
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other ſide, the grounds began to nn ane 
- tiful bank. 

As the reach opened, the fates ood 
The bigh ends about Maſbary Wenne Uu, | 
felves into a point covered with wood; through- 
which Exbury chapel juft appeared. Thee other 
fide-ſkreenwascompoſed of ancient woods, where 
the axe ſeemed never to have entered. The 
river {till continued as wide as at the entrance 
ſtretching in front into an ample bay, confined 
by woods ; but the extremity. of the bay was 
ſoftened by it's length, into a ſecond- diſ- 


. tance, 


By degrees we began to wind round Exbury- 

. point ; which ſtill continued a principal feature 
in the view. But tho it had greatly changed 
it's appeatance; the woods and meadows, and 
rough grounds were ſtill very agreeably in- 
termixed. On the other fide, the woods 
had taken a ſweep with the river; and were 
thrown into good perſpective. They mantled 
down almoſt to the water; which was bordered 
only by a narrow edging of "meadow. Here 
the river affording eaſy acceſs to the herds. of 
the neighbouring paſtures, they came down 
for refreſhment during the fultry hours of a 
ſummer-noon. While they cooled themſelves 
in the river, the woods behind ſheltered them 
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from the ſun; and med good back-ground | 
to their ſeveral pictureſque groups. The 
front of this grand reach maintained long che 
ſame appearance, confiſting chiefly of woody 
grounds ſoftened. by diſtance. Nor did the 
fide-ſkreens vary much. © Continued © woods 
fill roſe on the left; and on the right 
portion of "rouge" Fan, r Aan. 
them. 
We now 4e © fight of Buckler's-hard * 
on the left, where the large timber-yards, 
houſes, and © ſhips on the ſtocks, made 4 
violent chaſm in the landſcape. A quantit7 
of timber ſcattered about à yard, makes a 

very unpictureſque appeatance. fit affords 
a variety of parts without a 'whole. And 
yet in à timber- yard, there are ſheds and other 
circumſtances, which are not whelly void of 
pictureſque images. In a ſhip on the ſtocks, 
through every ſtage as it advanes, tliere is 4 
degree of beauty, which conſiſts chiefly in the | 
ayes op IDES Er net I 
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At Buckler's-hard the reach of the riyer 
is very intereſting, On the right are the 
woods of Beaulicu, winding round, with great 
richneſs, into a- front-ſkreen. . On the left, 
where ,wood before abounded, the grounds - 
now. run more into paſturage ; tho far from 
being deſtitute of furniture. One decoration 
they have, which is not unpleaſing. Where 
the meadows fall down to the water, they 
are ſecured from the tide, by low, ſtaked 
banks, which follow the winding banks of 
the river. If they had run in a ſtraight line, 
they would have been a great deformity ; 
but as they wind, inſtead of being offenſive 
objects, they give a ſort of rough, irregular 
termination to the line of the river. If we 
painted the ſcene, we ſhould have no objection 
to introduce them; both for the reaſon given, 
and alſo for the ſake of the reflections they 
form in the water They have ſometimes 

alſo the beauty of contraſt, when the other 
parts of the bank are without them. TOO 
- From Buckler's-hard the river takes a 
ſweep to the right. The woods likewiſe, on 
that fide, follow it's courſe; and ſpreading 
in great luxuriance, to the water's edge, throw 
a N over half the river. A noble bay, 
land= 


„ 
land-locked with wood, begins ſoon to open. 


——As this ſcene removes, the woods take 


a different form, ſhaping themſelves into re- 
moved ſkreens, following each other 
Another reach brought us within fight” of 
Beaulieu the bridge and the abbey form- 
ing the centre of the view: the river, in 
the mean time, loſing very little of it's Sran- 
,_ maureen} are 
Thus: we finiſhed ie wat Sr 
of Beaulieu; which in a courſe of near three 
leagues from the ſea,” forms about five, or 
fix grand - ſweeps.——The' fimple idea it 
preſents throughout, is that of a winding 
tide-river flowing up a woody, and uninhabited 
country; which is a ſingular character for 
an Engliſh river to aſſumei Here and there 
we ſee a houſe, and a ſem ſpots of culti- 
vation; but ſo little, that they make no 
impreſſion on the general character of the 
ſcene. The pictureſque eye, uſed to land- 
| ſcape, eaſily overlooks theſe little obſtacles ; 
and' carries on the general idea undiſturbed; 
be buſy ſcene of Hhip-building at Buck- 


| r | 
for as no one would expect a ſcene of this 

ind in ſo retired a place; it ſeemed as if 
1 e bad ſailed up the river, 
| here either to refit. their ſhips, or 
to build others for the pumpofe of purſuing | 
their diſcoveries. "abſt e eee 


7 > ! 
' Mirator nemus 8 fulgentia loogs 
Scuta 281 fluvio, pictaſque innare carinas. 
L p 


The idea of a wild country, in a ee! 
ſtate, however pictureſque, is to the generality 
of people but an unpleaſing one. There are 
few, who do not prefer the buſy. ſcenes of 
cultivation to the grandeſt of - nature's rough 
productions. In general. indeed, when we 
meet with, a deſcription of a pleaſing country; 
we hear of hay-cocks, or waving corn-fields; 
or labourers at their plough, or other cir- 
cumſtances and objects, which the pictureſque 


country itſzlf, he calls it piu; 
e 


uy) 
hotror i" them (Which often” adds greatly 
to the-piGureſque' effect) the - afſociated ideas 
ꝙ— GO IYS 
diſieging. 

I mean not, been G08 
which in their remote conſequetices give 
delight; or in the midſt of ſcenes, which | 
not feel the | natural impreſſions they make 
—all 1 mean i, to inveſtigate the ſourees | 
of beauty; to limit the -different” modes of 
pleaſure, and pain; to ſeparate cauſes,” and, 
ect; and to evince that a ſcene; tho it 
abound with circumſtances. of horror, may be 
2 while another may be 'intirely 
the reverſe; tho replete with incidents, we 
produce” joy und happineſs. * t. 

T have an inſtance at hand to wy e 
One of our vpyagers® to the northern ſeas, in 
Giling uß a river, thus deſcribes the ſcene. — 
„The country, - ſays he, on each fide, was 
very romantic; but anvaried'; the river run- 
ning between” mountains of the moſt craggy . 
Ne pe e- inte ee e 
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to diverſify the ſcene, but now and then the 
_ Gght of a bear, or flights of wild-ſowl. 80 
unintereſting a paſſage raves me * _ 
ther to add,” 

It is hardly poſſible, RO IP ary ©; to 
preſent more pictureſque ideas of the horrid, 
and favage kind. We have a river running 
pp a country, broken'on both ſides with wild, 
romantic rocks ; which, 'we know nature never 
conſtructs in a uniform manner. We naturally 
therefore conclude, they ran out, in ſome parts, 
into vaſt diagonal ſtrata; on the ledges of which 
a bear or two appeared, ſitting on their hams, 
or- howling at the boat, In other parts, the 
rocks would form lofty promontories, hanging 
over the river, and inhabited by numerous 
flights of ſea-fowl ſcreaming. around them. 
This is not an imaginary picture; but copied 
with exactneſs from captain King's ſketch.— 
And yet he has np conception, that a ſcene ſo. 
ſavage could preſent any other ideas, than ſuch 


as were diſguſting. . He calls it an unvaried 


fene; by which expreſſion he meant nothing, 
I am perſuaded, but that the rocks were nei- 
ther intermixed with villages, nor with ſcenes 


of cultivation, Wood might probably be 


wanting; but in a ſcene of pictureſur berror, 
wood 


„% Ho. 

wood is by no means a neceſſary appendage. 
It is rather indeed an improper. one. Flooriſhs 
ing wood at leaſt is out of place: the ſcene 
might perhaps admit, here and there, 2 
ſcathed, and ragged pine. | OA AEST 


Beyond Beaulieu our boat could not paſs. * 
Thus far, only the tide flows with any force. 
At Beaulieu therefore we waited; till the. tide 


The views in aſcending, and PEI 2 
river, vary confiderably; through it's ſeveral 
reaches. Yet the difference, tho obſervable 
enough, cannot eaſily be deſcribed. Language 
wants colours to paint ſuch nice diſtinctions. 
We hall therefore, fall down the river with a 
quicker fail, than we. aſcended. And yet we 
muſt not leave it's retroſpect views entirely 
unobſerved. 

The bey formed by dhe deln woods in 


5 the ſecond reach as we deſcend, is very beau- 


tiful,,, 1 know not whether it's form is not | 
mom pleaſing, than w Hons, jo. 5s - 
morning. a u 274 igen Tue 


* 
-- 


MANS +: 
The next" reach" loſes in beauty. A long 
firetch of low land ſieeping acroſs the rivet, 
like a mole, © which was leſs: obſervable 
before, now greatly Seer . the Pg of | 


the view. — 


The ſucceeding . 1 ou di a ' 


Exbury open in r is "yy 1 nu 
exrenſive. WO 

From Batkler ran; Lechs . U 
more happily than the rough uncultivated 
grounds of Exbury on the left, with the long 
ſucceſſion of Beaulieu woods on the right. 

After this, the river . ſoon becomes an 
eſtuary. When we entered it, as we looked 
up the ſtreatn, we had immediately the idea 
of a river winding into a woodland country: 
In the fame manner, when we deſcended, we 
had as gaichy an idea of a river entering the 


fea. For as the woods, „ 


become at onte the ceirtre of the view; ſo 
does the ſea, and the iſle of Wight, in the 
latter. The laſt reach therefore of the river 
continues long to exhibit a Kind of mixed 
ſcenery. Exbury- point, and the woody 
grounds about it, ſtill preſerve the idea of the 
beautiful woodland ſcœneg we had left + whit 


Needſore-point, tho it wind quite dtbundt, 


n 

and ſhut us withit's land-locket bay, is" yet 
ſo low, that the * and "the | tend appear 
. it. | Saupe | * . 9 , 


On opening the mouth of the river, our 
boat- men attempted to carry us acroſs the 
mud- lands, as they had done in the morning ; 
but they found it dangerous, and « deſiſted: 
for if a boat ſhould only touch the ground, 
the delay of a few minutes might endanger 
hee eig, ee e i | 
N as 5 . 
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lande, | flights. ef - ſea<gulls hovered round, 
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Vorticibus rapidis, et multi. flayus arenk, | 
In mare prorumpit. Variz n 
Aſuetæ ripis yolucres, et fluminis alveo ' 
Ethera mulcebant contu, lucoque volabant. 
| Again 
Ceu quondam nivei liquids inter nubila ey gui, 
eee eee eee 
| — —Piſcoſo amne Paduſz 
Dane fam ran yer un bn opal. 


On ſuch ' claflical al ed we Aube 
the flights of ſea-gulls, as a proper ornament 
in a ſcene like this. It was amuſing to ob- 
ſerve, how quickly they diſcovered the re- 
linquiſhed ſhore, long before it was diſcoverable 
by us; and to ſee them running in appearance 
on the ſurface of the water. For tho the tide 
had in thoſe parts left the land; yet the mud 
ftom it's perfect flatneſs long retained it's 
glazed, and watry appearance. The cormorant 
alſo ſat watching the ebbing tide: but he 
ſeemed bent on matters of greater importance. 
He did not, like the idle gull, wheel round 
the air; nor pace about the ebbing ſhore, 
mixing buſineſs and amuſement together. 
With eager attention he took his ſtand on 
ſome ſolitary poſt, ſet up to , point, the 


Ens! 


channel of the river ; and ſrom chat eminsnes 


obſerved. from the dimpling of the - waters, 
where ſome poor, wandering fiſh, had gotton 

himſelf entangled in che ſhallows, whom: bg 
marked for certain deſtruction. - | 
But | theſe are not the only. binds. dick 


inliven a voyage up Beaulieu-riyer. In the 
lines I have juſt quoted from Virgil's de- 


ſcription of Æneas's entrance into the Tyber 
(the whole of which might ſerve with very 
little alteration for a deſcription alſo of Beau- 
lieu-river) two kinds of birds are introduced. 
Thoſe, which diſport themſelves in flu- 


minis alveo; and thoſe, which thera mulcebant 


cantu, Iucoque volabant. With the actions of 


the former of theſe we have alteady been 


entertained: but we have not yet liſtened to 
the muſic of the latter. I have been told 


it is extraordinary; and that all theſe woods, 
on both ſides of the river (fo extenſive are 


they, and unmoleſted) are filled with ſuch 


innumerable flights of ſinging birds, that to 


fail up the river in a morning, or an evening 
in the ſpring, affords, in Virgire language, 
an auium concentus, hardly any where elſe to be 


found: The nightingale, the thruſh, "the 
Irn r 


formers 


( 174 ) 
' formers in che concert. Some of theſe you 
bear continually burſting out either at hand, 

or from a diſtance: while the various petty 


Ehirpers of the woods join the chorus: and 


tho alone their little untuneable voices might 
be harſh; yet all together (one ſoftening the 
diſcordancy of another) they make a kind 

of melody; or at leaſt an agreeable contraſt to 
' ſuch of the © band, as are better {killed in 
their I 


I cannot leave this river-ſcene, without 
obſerving, that altho it is pictureſque in a 
high degree; yet it exhibits ſuch a ſpecimen 
of the pictureſque (if I may ſpeak in terms 
_ ſeemingly coptradiftory) as is not well cal- 
culated to make a picture. The whole is 
a a ſucceſſion of thoſe ſofter, nameleſs beauties ; 

which highly pleaſe ; but cannot eafily be 
deſcribed. Various beautiful accompaniments are 
Exhibited ; hut friking objects are wanting. 
If every reach had been adorned with a.caſtle, 
or a pictureſque rock, ſuch as capt.. King's 
amintereſting river A 88 have affarded, each 


2 would have ben mote pic- 
5 tureſquely 


< ms ) 
eureſquely marked ; tho the character of 1. 
river, on the whole, might have been in- 
jured. But now the whole plays upon. the 
eye; in the ſame pleaſing, tho unvaried, 
colours. A ſtrong and peculiar character 
belongs to the river in general: but the 
parts if I may fo expreſs myſelf, are loſt 
in the whole, They OY ORE | 
but no where. charaferifitc, 
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X Beaulieu we croſſed the bridge;"and 
1 turning ſhort to the right, had a better 
view of the firſt reach of the river from the 
land, than we had before in our voyage, from 
the water. The river itſelf had more the 
appearance of a lake, (for it was then high- 

water,) and made ia magnificent ſweep round a 
poim of wooded land: while the woods,” on 
the oppoſite fide, following it's courſe, on an 
clernted bank, were as rich, as a pictureſque 
imagination could conceive them. The: forte 
ground indeed was not equal to eee which 
WAS very other reſpect ſo W 
.- VOL. 11. | N From | 
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From hence we aſcended a cloſe lane cut 
through a corner of Beaulieu-manor; and 
inriched on both ſides, but eſpecially on the 
left, with foreſt-ſcenery. , At Hill-top-gate 
the lane opens into that extenſive heath, which 
occupies all the middle patt of the peninſula, 
between the river of Beaulieu, and the bay _ 
of Southampton. As this peninſula ſhoots 
into length, rather than breadth, the heathy 
grounds follow it's form; and extend ſeveral 
miles in one direction; e 
in the. other. The banks of both rivers are 
woody; and theſe wodds appeared, as we 
entered the heath, to fkirt-it's extremities. 
Through theſe extremities, containing the 
* moſt. beautiful parts of -the-country, we ant 
to travel. At Hill-top therefore, inſtead of. 
cCroſſing the heath, we turned ſhort into a toad 


on the right, which led us along the ſkirts of 


the woods, under the ſhade of which we 
travelled about a mile. Sometimes theſe, woods 
| ſhot like promontories into the heath, and 67 
were obliged to ride round them; but; oftnet 
our road threading the clamps, and ſingle trees; - 
which ſtood forward, carried us among them 
The * richneſs, and cloſeneſs of the foreſts 
"ON on one | fide, contraſted with the 
| | plainneſs, 


© HS (pF) 
plainneſs, and fimplicity of the heath oh the 
other, ſkirted with diſtant wood, and feet 
through ns, * 
Pleaſing. 
From this heath wars e FEY 
but ſuch lanes, as a foreſt only can produce: 
in which oak, and aſh, full- grown, and plan- 
ted irregularly by the hand of nature, ſtood 
out in various groups, and added a new fore- 
ground, every ſtep wo took, to a variety of | 
Meir A . rene 
receſſes. | 
While we were adeniring theſe 4 lands ; 
ſcapes, ' the woods, on the right - ſuddenly 
giving way, we were preſented with a view of - 
the river=Buckler's-hard beyond it the men 
of war building in the dock there and the 
woody grounds which riſe in the offſkip. 
This exhibition was rather formally introduced 
like a viſta. The woods ſeemed to have been 
opehed on purpoſe: but formality is a fault; - 
which we ſeldom find in nature; and which 
in the ſcene before us, ſhe will probably cor- 
rect in a few pete Fiyretl. roger of ſes 
intervening trees. * | 
& eld: hrther' beughtt "ve — fete of | 
n * . | 
N. The 
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The houſe is no object: but the ſcenery coti= 


fiſts of a more beautiful profuſion of wood, 


water, and varied grounds, than is commonly 


to be met with. Here we ' propoſed to ſpend 


the evening ; but not finding colonel Mitford 
at home, we took a ramble into his woods, 


till ſupper, where we expected to meet him. 
The richneſs of the ſcenes had led us imper- 
ceptibly from one to another, We had every 
where inſtances of the beauty of trees as indi- 
viduals—as uniting in clumps—and as ſpreading 
into woods ; for all here is pure nature: and as 


they were beginning now to put on their au- 


tumnal attire, we were entertained with the 
beauties of colouring, as well as of form. 
Among theſe unknown woods our way at 
length became perplexed; and the ſun was 
now ſet. Having no time therefore to loſe, 
we inquired at a lonely cottage, which we 
found in a ſheltered glade. Nothing could 
indicate peace and happineſs more, than this 
little ſequeſtered ſpot; and we expected to find 
a neat, peaceful, contented family within. 
But we found that a happy ſcene will not 
always make happy inhabitants. At the door 
ſtood two, or three ſqualid children with 
eager, famiſhed countenances Racing through 
matted 


8 (6169 
matted hair. On entering the hoyel, it was 


ſo dark, that we could at firſt ſee nothing. 


By degrees a ſcene, of miſery opened · We ſaw 
other ragged children within; and, were ſoon 
ſtruck with a female figure, groveling at. full 
length by the fide of a few.cmbers, _upon the 


hearth.” Her arms were naked to her ſhoul- 


ders ; and her rags ſcarce covered her body. 
On our ſpeaking to her, ſhe uttered in return 
a mixture of obſcenity, and imprecations. We 
had never ſeen fo deplorable a maniac. 

We had not obſerved, when we entered, 
„hat dom firuck us. a man ſitting in the cor · 
© ner. of the hovel, with his arms , folded, and 
a look of dejection, as if loſt in deſpair. We 
aſked him, Who that wretched. perſon was ? 


She is my wife, . ſaid he, with a compoſed | 


melancholy ; and the mother of theſe children. 
He ſeemed to be a man of great ſenſibility 
and it ſtruck us, what diſtreſs, he muſt feel, 
every evening, after his labour, when, inſtead 
of finding a little domeſtic comfort, he met 
the miſety, and horror of ſuch a houſe the 
total neglect of his little affairs his fumily 
without any overſeer, brought up in idleneſe 


and dirt—Dand his wife, for whom-he-had-no | 


I 


KN ws 


lying fo wretched an object arrays bade tim, 

We left him ſtrongly impreſſed with his 
calamity ; which appeared to be a mere ſevere 
Yifitation,” er the hand of n 
1 en 


- Wi ond rd ell wn 


' wholly miſtaken; and that we had before us a 
ſtrong inſtance of that ſtrange fatality, by 
which mankind are ſo often themſelves the 
miniſters of thoſe diſtreſſes, which they are fo 
ready to aſcribe to heaven. On relating our 
adventure at ſupper, we were informed, that 
the man, whoſe appearance of ſenſibility had | 
affected us ſo much, was one of the moſt ber- 
dened, abandoned, miſchievous fellows in the 
country that he had been detected in ſheep- 
ſtealing—and that he had killed a neighbour's 
horſe in an act of revenge—and that it , was 
ſuppoſed,” he had given his wife, who was 
infamous likewiſe, a blow in a quarrel, which 
mann da 


"land ee eee | 
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"The xwaods of Exbury, which . 
are chiefly oak the ſpontaneous growth of the | 
country: but Mr. Miford found many of che Wy 
bare, and barren ſpots about his houſe planted 
by his father, and grandfather, with fir- grovet 
of various ——ů ů 5 
— — — 510 el 

On a deliberate” view" of his grounds,” he N 
ben « general plan, reſulting from the 
various ſcenes ey exhibited. ——The -boun- 
dary of his eſtate preſents a ſevies of” vie ws of 
three very different characters. Towards 
the weſt; he has u variety of grand/river-views; 
formed by the RA or, as it is commonly at 
this day called, Beaulieu-river, winding, as we 
had ſeen it in our voyage, through ehe woods 
of Beaulieu, and Exbury in it's approach to 
the ſea The ſouthern part of his boundary 
overloaks, what was ancientiy called, the 
Solent-ſea ; but now commonly the channel 
of the ifle of Wight; which at it's two extre- 
mities diſcovers the open ſea, through the 
eaſtern paſſage by Spithead ; and through the 
weſtern, by the Needles. On the"! caft, 
and north, his boundary-views take a new 
form. We leave the thore, and wind into a | 
woodletd country 3 which within 'a hundred 
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yards aſſumes: ſo new a character, that we 


might eaſily conceive it to be as many miles 
from the ſea. In theſe woody ſcenes; inter- 


mixed with open grounds, we continue about 
four miles; till winding round, we return 


to thoſe riſing grounds on the weſt, from p 
whence we: firſt had the views. of the river. 


This boundary- circuit carries us through 
the ſpace of about eight miles. Mr, Mitford 
has done little, beſides marking it out by-cut- 


ting through the woods, as he ſhould wiſh 


to lead it. To compleat his plan would be 


very expenſive; tho an expence equal to the 
natural advantages of the ſcene in gogd hands, 


would make. this one of the moſt varied, and 


pictureſque wood - land l ides Fp 1 . 


Within * e eee Mr. Mitford 
has marked out an interior one, circling about 
a mile round his houſe. As the object of 
the larger circuit, is to ſhew, as much as 


 . poſſible, the extent of his views; the object of 
this interior one is to break thoſe diſtant views 


into parts—to form thoſe parts. into the moſt 
beautiful ſcenes; and to exhibit them with 
woody fore-grounds to the beſt advantage. 


ile 
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iſle of, Wight makes it's- moſt ;piQureſqus 


appearatoe In various views of it from the 


are herg, ig a degree, obviated. Seldom, more 
than a mall ee 
once: andi this part is about the centre, which 
is the. loftieſ, and, the wughbeſt. Here tis 
two conſiderable hills, Gateſcliff, and Wraxhill ; 
and. ohe of. them affords a circumſtance of 
great beauty. Cariſbroke · caſtle, ſeated on an 
eminence, about four miles within the iſland, 
is ſeen very advantageouſly againſt Gateſcliff, 
when the ſun ſhines either on the caſtle, or 
on the mountain; while the other: is in 
Maa. he 

In. laying out this. inner — — Mr. Mitford 
ae difficulties to contend with: 
for here he had all his grandfather's formal 
groves: to incounter : and it was no eaſy matter 
to break their formalities; to make judicious 
inroads through them; and unite them in 
one plan. He often lamented what other 
improvers have lamented before him the 
injudicious ſufferance of the growth-of trees. 


 & 


Pet to the cutting down of trees improperly, 


the 


Hampſhire! coaſt. we have ſeen it ſpread in 
ton lengthened à curtain, and it's hills too 
ſmooth, aud tame. Both theſe, inconveniences 


— 
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the greateſt miſchief is es lot ibem grew 
together too long. They ſoon ruin each other. 
He had ſuffered his woodward only 40 'uſe his 
_ diſcretion in the diſtant wogds. In"the'groves, 
about his houſe,” he allowed no marking- 


hammer, but his own.” The conſequeee 


was, he was ſo little on the ſpot, chat many 
of bis beft trees were injured. The fir eſpe- 
cially, if it's natural branches are once loſt, 
as they always are by ſtraitened quarters, 
never recovers them. Theſe two circuits 
round his houſe, Mr. Der 
three croſs walks 

In taking theſe circuits we could not help 
remarking the comparative virtue of taſte, 
and expence. The former, with very little 
of the latter, will always produce ſomething 


pleaſing: while the utmoſt efforts of the 


latter, unaided by the former, are ineffectual. 
The larger the proportion of miſguided ex- 
pence; the wider will the deformity ſpread : 
whereas every touch in e rarer ediogn 

ſo far it's effect. | 
It is the fame preciſely in working. the 
ſcenes of nature, as in forming an artificial 
. ſcene, Set two artiſts at work. Give one of 
* — 
Every 
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Every touch he makes, perhaps deſerves to 
be treaſured in a cabinet. Give the ':othgr/ 
the coſtlieſt materials. 1 — 
of labour, and expence. Add colours-+they 


True taſte, in the firſt place, whether ia L 
nature, or on canvas, makes not a ſingle ſtrolte, 
till the general deſign is laid out, with which, - 
in ſome part or other, every effort coincides. 

The artiſt may work at his picture in this | 
part or the other; but if his defign, and 


hs deſcribed at Exbu | 
2 gravel-walk made: no 8 
even a a wWhite-ſeat fett And * in fact, 


CRIES BY 
more is done, than if all theſe decorations, 
and a hundred others, had been added, un- 
accompanied with What has been done. The 


greateſt difficulty of all is ſurmounted that 
of laying out a judicious plan. The reſt, 


tho the moſt oſtenſible, becauſe the moſt 1 


expenſive, is only a little 5 fi- 
niſhing. | | Sat they 
i 445 

From theſe pleaſing ſcenes we purſued our 
journey through part of the beautiful ride we 
have juſt deſcribed to Leap, along lanes cloſe 
on the left, but opening to the right in various 
places, to the river, which afſumes a mag- 
nificent form. Needſore- point makes here 
an appearance very different from what it 
made when we navigated the mouth of Beau» 
lieu-river®*, ' It appears now from the higher 
grounds, when the tide is low, to run at 
leaſt a league into the ſea; flat, unadorned, 
and ſkirted with drifted ſand; making a 
fingular feature in all theſe views; and the - 
more ſo, as every part of the ground in it's 


— 
See page 160. 8 35 
- 
f neigh- 
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i is woody, bold, and promi- 
neat. Thie peninſuls,. of which. Nerz 
manor f Beaulieu. It Deuten ſome goal 
land: conſiſting chiefly of paſturage; and 
the whole of it is let out in a ſingle 


3 + e Slant” 
where near Exbury, the Dauphin, after his 
fruitleſs. expedition to England, | embarked 
privately on the death of king John, for 
France; burning the country behind him as 
he fled. His embarkation, from fo obſcure a 
place, ſhews, in a. ſtrong light, how much 
e a 


Az: 85 we met thai 705 8 * wk | 
of the iſle of Wight, as far as to Spithead 
on the left, makes nearly the ſame unpic- 
tureſque appearance, which it does from the 
other ſhores of the foreſt. It extends into 
length, and exhibits neither grandeur, nor 
variety. When it is ſeen; as we faw it from 
Mr. Mitford's, . into 0: paſts, as it ſhould. 

| always 


= * 
> 
p” 0 


ahroys be, when. en un piltreſhve . 
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and as it lies oppoſite to Cowes, it is the 
common place of einbarkation, in theſe parts, 
to the iſland. It conſiſts of about half a doaen 
houſes: and ſhelters perhaps as many fiſhing- 
boats. All the coaſt indeed from St. Helen's 
to the Needles, and around the iſland is in 
peaceable times, a ſcene of fiſhing. In the 
whiting-ſeaſon. eIpecially, fleets of twenty or 
thirty boats are often ſeen ns . e 
| TIN wem, 
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ö a e Numerous flocks of wild 


| 5 
Fowling t00 is praftiſed, on this coaſt; 40 


fowl. frequent it, in the winter; widgeons, 
geeſe, and ducks: and in the beginning of tho 
ſeaſon. eſpecially, as they bear a price in the 
dountry, they of courſe attract the notice of 
the fowler. As the coaſt between Hampſhire * 


1 and the iſle of Wight is a peculiar ſpecies of 


coaſt, conſiſting, when the tide ebbs, of vaſt 
muddy flats, covered with green ſea · weed, it 
gives the fowler an opportunity of practiſing 
arts perhaps practiſed no where elſe. 
 Fowling and fiſhing, indeed on this coaſt; 
are commonly the employments of the ſame 
perſon. He who in ſummer, with his line, 
or his net, plies the. ſhores, When they art 
gverflowed by the tide; in winter, with his 
gun, as evening draws on, runs up, in hit 
boat, among the little creeks, and crambies, 
which the tide leaves in che oud-lands z ad 
there lies in patient expectation of his prey. 
.  Sea+fowl commonly feed by night, when in 
all their multitudes they come down to grünt 
on tlie ſavannahs of the ſhore. As the ſono, 
rous cloud advances, (fot their noiſe in the ait 
reſembles a pack of hounds in full cry) the 
attentive :fowler liſtens, which way they bend 
their 


& * 
their courſe; Perhaps he has the mortification 
to bear them alight at too great a diſtance for 
his gun (tho of the longeſt barrel) to reach 


them. And if he cannot edge his boat a little 
round ſome winding creek; which it is not 


always in his power to do, he deſpairs of 5 8 
ſucceſs that night. Perhaps however he is 


more fortunate, and has the ſatisfaction to 
hear the airy noiſe approach nearer; till at 
length, the hoſt ſettles on ſome plain, on the 
edge of which his little boat lies moored. He 
now, as ſilently as poſſible, primes both his 
pieces anew, (for he is generally double- armed) 
and liſtens with all his attention. It is ſo dark 
that he can take no aim: for if he could ſee the 
birds, they alſo could ſee him; and being ſhy; 
and timorous in a great degree, would ſeek 
ſome other paſture. Though they march with 
- muſic, they feed in ſilence. Some indiſtin& 
noiſes however, if the night be ſtill, iſſue from 
ſo large a hoſt. He directs his piece therefore, 
as well as he can, towards the ſound ; gives 
his fire at a venture; and inſtantly catching up 
his other gun, gives a ſecond diſcharge, 
where he ſuppoſes: the flock to riſe on the 
wing._—His gains for the night are now 
decided; and he has only to gather his harveſt, 

55 | He 
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He - immediately puts on his /mud-pattens®, 
ignorant [yet of his ſuccels, and goes groping 
about in the dark, happy if he have a little 
ſtar- light, in queſt of his booty, picking up 
perhaps a dozen, and perhaps not one. 80 
hardly does the poop.) fou ler earn a fo ſhil- 
lings; | expoſed; in an open boat, during a 
ſolitary winter-night,. to the weather. as it 
comes, rain, hail, or ſhow, on a bleak .coaſt, 
a league perhaps from the beach, and often in 
danger, without great care, of being fixed in 
the mud; where he would become an inevi- 
table prey to the returning tide. I hate heard 
one of theſe poor fellows! lay, he never takes a 
dog with him on theſe expeditions," becauſe no 
dog could bear. the cold, which he is obliged 
to ſuffer. After all, perhaps others enjoy | 
more from his labours, than he himſelf does; 
for it often happens, that the tide, next day, 
throws, on different parts of the ſhore, many 
of the birds, which he had 90 b 
not find in the night. 
I have Lond efas detail fowler, bam 
this nden. e led 1 a caſe of 
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Kill greater diſtreſs. In the day time too it 
happened, which ſhews the double danger of 
ſuch expeditions in the night, Mounted on 
his mud-pattens, he was traverſing one of theſe 
mudland-plains in queſt of ducks; and being 

intent only on his game, he ſuddenly found 
the waters, which had been brought forward 

with uncommon rapidity by ſome peculiar cir- 
cumſtance of tide, and current, had made an 
alarming progreſs around him. Incumbered 
as his feet were, he could not exert much 
expedition; but to whatever part he ran, he 
found himſelf compleatly inveſted by the tide. 
In this uncomfortable ſituation, a thought - 
ſtruck him, as the only hope of ſafety. He 

retired to that part of the plain, which ſeemed 

the higheſt from it's being yet- uncovered by 
water; and ftriking the barrel of his gun, 
(which for the purpoſe of ſhooting wild-fowl 
was very long) deep into the mud, he reſolved 
to hold faſt by it, as a ſupport, as well as a 
ſecurity againſt the waves; and to wait the 
_  ebbing of the tide. A common tide, he had 
on to believe, would not, in that place, 
Mee reached above his middle: but as this 
. was a ſpring-tide, and brought in with fo 
5 rang a current, he durſt hardly expect ſo 
| . favourable 
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favourable a conclufion.——lIn- the mean time, 
the water making a rapid advance, had nom 
reached him. It covered the ground, on 
which he ſtood—it rippled over hit feet it. 
gained his knees his waiſt button after but - 
ton was ſwallowed up— till at length it 
advanced over his very ſhoulders. With a 
| palpitating heart, he gave himſelf up for loſt. 
Still however he held faſt by his anchor. His 
eye was eagerly in ſearch of ſome boat, which 
might accidentally take it's courſe that way: 
but none appeared. A ſolitary head, floating 
on the water, and that ſometimes covered by 
a wave, was no object to be deſcried from the 
ſhore, at the diſtance. of half a league: nor 
could he exert any ſounds of diſtreſs, that could 
be heard ſo far. While he was thus making 
up his mind, as the exigence. would allow, to 
the terrors of ſudden deſtruction, his attention 
was called to a new object. He thought he 
ſaw the uppermoſt button of his coat begin to 
appear. No mariner, floating on a wreck, 

could behold a cape at ſea, with greater tranſ= 
port, than he did the uppermoſt button of h 
coat. But the fluQuation of the water was - 
| ſuch, and the turn of the tide ſo flow, that it | 

was yet ſome. time before he durſt venture o | 
1 . 0 2 ; aſſure | 
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aſſure himſelf, that the button was fairly above 


the level of the flood. At length however a 
ſecond button appearing at intervals, his 
ſenſations may rather be "conceived, © than 
deſcribed; and his joy gave him ſpirits and 


reſolution, to ſupport his uneaſy ſituation four 


or five hours longer, till the waters had fully 
retired, FFV 


A little beyond Leap we were interrupted 
by a creek, which, when the tide flows high, 
runs conſiderably into the land, and forms a 
large piece of water. At all times it is an 
extenſive marſh. It's borders are edged with 
ruſhes, and ſedges, which grow profuſely alſo 
on various, little rough iſlands on it's. ſur- 
face. Here the wild-duck, and 'the widgeon 
find many a delightful cover ; amidſt which 


they breed, ' and rear their young, in great 
7 abundance. | | | 


Near this Fan e 0s wad Randle Hanser. 
fower ; built as the ftation of a view: but 
as it is intended for a habitable houſe like- 
wiſe, the offices, which it could not contain, 

. are 


* 
eto acondd i-- It is 
finiſned in the higheſt ſtile of  expence; and 
e 
larity of the conception, and \cantrivance, + 
it is not intirely deſtitute of ſome kind 


of taſte. But the building is ſo Wwhimſical, 


and the end ſo inadequate to the - expence, 
that we conſidered it, on the whole, as a 
glaring contraſt to thaſe pleaſing ſeenes, we 
had juſt examined at Exbury; in which true 


n 


tertainment at a triſling expence®,  - 

The view, which this tower anos 
over the circuajacant country, is vety exten- 
ſive; but it's  ſea-view. is ; moſt | admired, 
ſtretching from the bay of Southampton to 
Portſmouth form thence to St. Helen's —. 
and on the other fide, all along the range 
of the iſle of Wight, and beyond the Needles 

to the ocean. The whole together formis 
the appearance of a magnificent bay 3 of which 
Spithead, and St. Helen's, (where there is 
commonly a. fleet at anchor) make-the central 


. "000 
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But this view, like the other extenſive views | 
| wa haws hen, is by no means prffureſque. 
Ie might have been ſuppoſed, that the' iſle 
of Wight (on ſurveying it's appearance in a 
map) would have made ſuch an angle at 


Cowes- point, which is nearly oppoſite to this 


tower, as would have thrown the eaſtern 
part of the jſland into better perſpective, than 
the weſtern aſſumes from any part of the 
Hampſhire coaſt, And ſo indeed in ſome 
degree it does. But the eye is at too great 
a diſtance to get much advantage from this 
circumſtance. If the ſpectator were carried 
nearer - Cowes, the coaſt towards St. Helen's 
might then fall away in good perſpective. 
But at this diſtance all is ſea; the coaſt is a 
mere thread; and n ee oxen din 
without proportion. 
And yet it is not merely the diſproportion 
between land and water, which diſqualifies 
a view of this kind in a pictureſque light. 
A pictureſque view may conſiſt intirely f 
water, Nor is it diſtance, which diſqua- 
lifies it. The moſt remote diſtances: are 
_ - happily introduced on canvas. But what 
chiefly diſqualifies it, is the want of fore- 
ground to balance this HP diſtance. 


Unleſe 
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Unleſs diſtances and fore-giounds are in d 


balanced, no compoſition. can be good. 
— abut adſtoges diſtances 


are not. 


conſiſt chiefly, indeed intirely, of water: but 
then, it is ſuppoſed, that,” as there cannot 
be a . natural fore- ground, an artißcial one 
muſt be obtained a group of ſhips—a fewm 
boats with figures a light - houſe or ſome- 
thing, that will make a balance between near 
and d;fant objects. Such were the ſea-pieces 
of Vandervelt 3 in which veſſels of ſome kind 
were always introduced to make an artificial | 
fore-ground. We ſometimes indeed meet with 
amufing views, ſuch. as that celebrated one at 
Hack- fall in Yorkſhire*, on there is a 
gradual proportion .among different, parts 
4 the retiring, landſcape: we can ſcarcę diſ- 
tinguiſh where the fore-grounds end, and 
where the diſtance. begins: yet ſtill there are 
objects nearer. the eye, which, in a degree 

{et off the retiring parts, tho they. may not 
be fully proportioned to them. But the 0 
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advanced parts of water ande fön a fore. 5 
ground, if I may fo: ſpeak. It wints, n 
it's neareſt parts, that variety of objects, which 

receiving ſtrong impreſſions of light, and ſhade; 

are neceſſary to give it conſequence, and 
ſtrength. It turns all into diſtance. Such 
is the view: before us over the channel; * 


along the ſhores of the iſle of Wight. 


the imagination it is the fimple idea of * 
deur: to the eye, 4 nes wad" Gf; 
tance, - 5 MERA enen 

Beſides, there is daroaty' eee eee 
proportion and balance between he fore. 
ground, and the offikip ; but a re- ground 
here could not even artificially be obtained, 
becauſe of the loftineſs of the point. | Take 
the ane vie from 4 ley fand; from the 
level of the ſea for inſtance, or # Little Highte, 
where you may ſtation a p of ſhips, the 
maſts and fails of 'w riſe *aboye the 
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proper, and proportioned fore · ground, you 
may turn it into one of Vandervelt's com- 

poſitions, and give it pictureſque heuuty. 
But tho the view „ 
tureſque ; it is certainly, as we obſerved of 
— 3 eee thoſe 
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degree, amuſing. The whole area, conftamely = 


overſpread with veſſels of various kinds, 16 
2. perpetual moving ſcene: while the naked 
eye + diſcovers, in the diſtance, a thouſand 


objects; and through a teleſcope a thouſand 


more. Tho the teleſcopic pleaſures of the eye 2 


are very little allied to the pleaſures of the 


inter, they ſtill aſſiſt the amuſement. 


cliff, on which this tower ſtands, 2 


about. forty or fifty feet high; and is formed 
into a terrace, which ſuns a ooufiderable = 
along. the . W e 


* 


About I From this bine b bui 
Kai Eallhot-caltle ; ſituated like the 
of Hurſth, | on 2 bog of land ſhooti 
into che Tea, Calſhot is another of th 


vat of the Ipoils of the abbeys. 
1 as 4 ſafeguard to the 1 5 


5 Wezent coaſt-caltles, which Henry VIIT pal, 
It was Li. | 


* 
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They bare a les extenfive range to the weſt; | 
but this is compenſated by a full view up 
Southampton-bay. And they are the more 
ER EEO e be | 


Near the village of Fawley, which is 
among the largeſt villages of the coaſt, ſtands 
Cadland, the ſeat of Mr. Drummond ; | an 
_ edifice of a very different kind from that 
we had juſt been ſurveying. Tho quite plain, 
it is one of the moſt elegant, and ſeems to | 
be one of the moſt comfortable houſes, in tho 
country. 

It ſtands on a gentle eminence on tevenks . 
of Southampton-bay, with a great vatiety of 
| ground playing beautifully around it ; which 
is every where adorned, and in ſome places 
profuſely covered, with ancient wood. The 
whole country indeed was ſo well wooded, 
that no addition of wood was any where ne- 
ceſlary ; in many parts it was redundant. 
This abundance of old timber gives. the houſe, 
tho lately built, fo much the air and dignity 
of an ancient manſion, that Mr, Brown, the 
ingenious improver of it, uſed to ſay, It 
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was the oldeſt new place he knew in England.” 
The clumps particularly he has managed with 
great judgment. We obſerved ſome cambi- 
nations of aſh, and other trees, which. were 
equal to any clumps we had ever ſcen. They 
adorned the natural ſcene, and were juſt. ſuch 
as the pictureſque eye would wiſh to introduce 
in artificial landſcape. We regretted,' that 
the great ſtorm in february 1781 had blown 
down nineteen of theſe ornamental trees. 
There ſeemed however no deficiency; tho 
I doubt not, if we had known the fituation 
of thoſe. which had fallen, we ſhould have 
found they filled their ſtation with ' great 
propriety. The uu includes Aa circuit of 
about ſive miles. 

Beſides the beauty of 3 
around the houſe; they command all the 
pleaſing diſtances in their neighbourhoood 
Southampton - bay Netly-abbey—Calſhot-caſ- 
tle—Spithead—the channel the iſle of Wight 
 —$t, Helen's—Cowes, and all the other con- 
ſpicuous parts of the iſland : and as many of 
theſe views are ſeen with the advantage of 
grand, a enn 
nn 
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The only thing that appeared affected about 
this elegant manſion, is the parade, which 
accompanies | ſame of the appendant buildings, 


At the ſmall diſtance of halt a quarter of a 
mile from the houſe, ſtands a moſt ſplendid 
farm. The ſtables, the cow-ſheds, the pi- 


geon-houſe, the graneries, the barns, are all 
ſuperb. In another direction the ſame honour, 


tho in an inferior degree, is paid to poultry. | 


This is too much, and tends _ to leſſen 
the dignity of the principal manſion. =o 
As the horſe is ſo nearly colnet with | 
his ' maſter, and contributes ſo much to his 
Rate, and convenience, we allow ſo noble an 


aſſociate to lodge under à roof proportioned 


to his maſter's magnificence. - As he is expec- 


ted alſo to be ready at a call, and may properly 


be the object of attention to perſons of any 
rank, we allow' his magnificent lodging to 
ſtand near the manſion, to which it appertains. 


At the ſame time, if the ſtables be expenſive, 


they ſhould contribute to the magnificence- of 


the whole, by making one of the * 


ſome other proper appendage, of the pile. 


But for the cow-theds, and pig· ſties, ty 


have no title to ſuch notice; Let them be 
-convenient, and neat ; but let them be ſimple, 
þ and 
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— Let them ſtand W 
queſtered place; where they may not preſume 
to vie with the manſion they depend on; but 
keep a reſpectful diſtance.  Herds of cattle 
are beautiful, in a high degree, in their proper 
place, among lawns and woods; but pent up, 
as they are obliged to be in yards, amidſt filth 
and litter, they are no objects of beauty. 
Neither ſhould their habitations be conſidered 
as ſuch. Ornaments here ſerve n call 
the attention to a Ir gat N 


en Gb we need t  Heths 
through à variety of ſuch - beautiful country, 
that we almoſt thought the houſe we had juſt 
ſeen, might have been better ſtationed” clſe« 
where. In a variety of pleaſing ſituations it is 
difficult to ſelect the beſt. Something or 
other may excel in each; and the eye, divided 
in it's. choice, is unwilling to loſe any ching. 
As we. cannot however poſfeſs every beauty, 

and every convenience at once, we muſt forego 
that idea; and endeavour to malte ſach a 
ſelection, as will include the moſt ; tho per» 
haps ſome ſtriking beauty, which we obſerve 
in other ſituations, is loſt, This probably 
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is the caſe of the elegant manſion nd | 
ſurveying. No fituation perhaps, on the 
whole, could have excelled it. 

| The plating hndſcape we met with: betwaes 
Cadland and Hethe, was of a ſimilar kind 


to what we had already admired—great pro- 


fuſion of full-grown oak, adorning great 


variety of playing ground. But what parti- 
cularly recommended theſe ſcenes, were ſeveral 


dips, running down to Southampton-bayz _ 


wooded -on each fide, with a rich country 
beyond the water. They were of the ſame 
kind, with thoſe we admired between Chriſt- 
church, and Lymington“; but much richer, 
and more beautiful. Two of the moſt ſtriking 
of theſe ſcenes, were from * 
and near Butt g- aſh- farm. 


At Hethe, the whole bay of Southampton 
opened in one view before us; but the ſcene 
it offers, is far from being pictureſque. The 
oppoſite ſhore is long, and tedious; and the 
| lines of the bay run parallel: for tho in fact 
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„ See page 85. F: 
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there are two or three beld operings in it, : 
formed by the mouths of rivers; yet, in the 
diſtance, eee, (164 W 


totally loſt. | 

Hethe is the au, pet to ene 5 
which lies higher up in a diagonal acroſs. 
the bay, and upon a neck of land, which 
ſhoots into it. The flowing tide therefore 
carries the boat quickly to Southampton; and 
the ebbing nee eee 
Hethe. 


From Hethe to Dibden, the country, if poſ- 


fible, improves in beauty. The many: inequa- 


lities of the ground - the profuſion of ſtately 


trees—the ſheltered incloſures, appearing every 
' where, like. beautiful little wooded lawns—the 
catches, here and there, of the bay—and above 


exhibit a wonderful variety of pleafing land- 
ſcape, I touch general features only; for as 
theſe woodland ſcenes are no where ſtrongly 
marked, it is impoſſible to give any particular 
detail of them by verhal deſcription. One 
=P ſay of them, as we ſometimes ſay of a 

| well-written 


all, the broad green, winding lanes, adorned 
with clumps ſtanding out in. various parts— 


[ - 
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well-written | hiſtory; - which runs 2 


variety of incidents, intereſting indeed, but 
not replete with any important events; that. 
no juſt idea of the contents of it, can be given, 


without SIA the book itſelf. 


From Dibden, | we "ii our rout 
northward, till we entered a beautiful foreſt 


lawn. We had found many of theſe ſcenes | 


in different parts, each of which had ſome- 
thing peculiar - to itſelf*. This too had it's 
peculiar character. It was about two miles 
in diameter. Ty the eye it's' limits appeared 
circular; and it's form deſcending - gently to 
a wide centre, had ſome reſemblance to. that of 
2 diſh, Yet it was far from a regular ſcene. 
It's great beauty conſiſted chiefly in it's noble 
ſkreens of foreſt-wood ; which growing every 
where around it with great irregularity, broke 


out into * the ſkirts of the area, not in clumps, 


which in fo large a ſcene would have had 
little effe&, but in corners of woods, adding 


variety to it's limits; yet without incroaching 


1 _ » 5 OW ö 


„ 


„ „ —— 


th 


See p · 10 ä 


* * * 
* 
* 
P 
* 
- 
. 
- 
4 — 
* * 
1 Vi * % 
© 4 
* 1 
— | 
- [7 
k - 
f | 
* 
* — 2 
2 < 
* - # 
” 4 — 0 4 
9 


\\ 


PIETY ov > RR RT" 


- 


-v- 


„ö „ 4  S_O_—Oo__—_ 


> 


pg" 


( 299.) 


wy 


on the ampel and grandeur of the general | 


idea, The name of this beautiful, and 
extenſive foreſt-ſcene is Hoind's-down; ſo 


named probably from the fair advantage it gives 
the hound in purſuit. If he can drive his 


chaſe, from. the thickets into this open plain, 


it is probable he will there ſecure him. 


Through the middle of this wide down - 


| the Lyndhurſt road paſſes to Southampton. 
The entrance into it, on the Lyndhurſt ſide, 
is beautiful; particularly between the ninth 


and tenth ſtones, where the ground is finely 


diverſified with thoſe woody promontories juſt 
mentioned. As we approach the top of the 


"hill towards Southampton, the beauty of the _ 


ſcene ' is gone: the extremity is a naked, 
barten boundary. One advantage however 
we obtain from it, which is a diſtance; in 
foreſt · ſoenery the more valuable, as the more 
uncommon. Diſtances ate, at all times, an 
agreeable part of landſcape, and unite- with 


every mode of compoſition. Here it is intro- 


_ duced at firſt in it's fSmpleſf mode. A plain 
fore-ground, without any ornament, is joined 
to a removed diſtance, without the intervention 


of any middle ground. In a compoſition of this 


ſimple kind it is neceſſary to break the lines | 


VOL, II. | * 90 5G 4 of 


. 


CA 


2 


(ne ) 


of the foreground; ; which may eaſily be done 
i a tree, or a group of cattle. ——As we 
_ riſe to the verge of the eminence, the view 
inlarges itſelf, The grounds immediately be- 
low the eye, are overſpread with wood, and 


become a ſecond diſtance ; beyond Which 


.extends a remote one. Under a proper light 
this landſcape is calculated to produce a good 
effect. The parts are large; and if one vaſt 
ſhadow overſpread the woods on the nearer 
grounds, an inlightened diſtance would form 
a fine contraſt, 

* Hound's-down is one of the beſt paſture- 
"oy in the foreſt, at leaſt in patches; 
and is of courſe frequented with cattle, which 
are a great addition to it's beauty. We rarely 
. paſs it in a ſummer- evening without ſeeing 
herds of deer grazing in different parts; or 
foreſt-mares with their colts. | 

One thing indeed disfigures it; and that is 
the ſtrait courſe of the road, which biſects it. 
The viſta, which leads through the foreſt 
from Brokenhurſt to Lyndhurſt, we obſerved®, 
was both great in itſelf, and accompanied with 
infinite varicty ; and therefore it became both 
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3 grant and a beautiful. ghject: hut, a,fimpe 


Arait gogdd, like chis, our n Plgin, has a dif- 
ferent effect. Tho in fact, it is grande. than 


a winding road, as being more /imple, and con- 

ſiſting of fewer parts; yet as it is at beſt only 

a paltry.objet?, and has, not grandeur ſufficient | 
to rouſe the imagination, it is, on the 23 
whole, much leſs:pleafing, than a road playing 
before us in two or three large ſweeps}. whigh 

would at leaſt have had variety to recommend ; 
it; and might eaſily have been contrived, = | 
without : lengthening the journey acroſs it, on 
a trotting horſe, above two minutes. But 
in -matters of this kind, in which ſurveyors of 
high-roads are concerned, we expect beauty 
only by chance; and 1 wt Waun K. it 
is io much gain. it ©: 

'In ae ry 1 FO dees we rage itt 

a celebrated ſpot, called the Deer-leap:” Hete 
a ſtag was once ſhot; Which in the agony 
of death,” collefing his force. gave 'a Bounl, 
which aſtoniſhed thoſe who fayr it, It”: we 
immediately " commembrated by two ,poſl s, yy 
which were fixed at the two extremities of 
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the help; where they ill remain. The ſpace 
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leave Hounds-down, ſtands Iron $-hill lodge. 
It occupies a knoll in the middle of a kind of 
natural, irregular viſta.” In front the ground 
continues riſing gently about two miles to 
Lyndhurſt. The back - front overloolts a wild, 
woody dere in which the viſa impercep- 


'tibly_ blends. 


From Hound's-down we returned to Beau-. 
lieu, along the weſtern fide of that extenſive 
heath, which, as I obſerved®, occupies the 
middle diſtrict between the river of Beaulieu. 
and the bay of Southampton. In this part 
it conſiſts of great variety of ground, and is 
adorned with little patches of wood ſcattered 
about it; and as, it is, in general, the higheſt 

ground in it's neighbourhood, it is not, like 
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molt of e heaths we deve l 0 
by a woody ſkreen, but by diſtances; which 
being commonly foreſt-ſcenes, are pictureſque, 
tho not extenſive. Among theſe were ſome 
woody bottoms, on the right, which were 
pleaſing. ö 
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Av now 8 thoſe. parts of 
the foreſt, which lie on the ſouth fide 
of the inviſible line drawn from Ringwood | 
to Dibden® ; we propoſed . next to une 


— —— „ 


a 


Tho Lyndhurſt is but a ſmall place, it 
may be called the capital of the foreſt. Here 
the foreſt-courts are held; and here ſtands 
the principal lodge; which is known by the 


name of the Ning s- bouſe, and is the reſidence 7 | 


of the lord warden; tho it is but an ordinary 
building. An aſſignment of timber was lately 
made to put 1. and ſome other lodges, into | 
better repair. 
Behind the houſe lies a pleaſant floping 
field, containing about fix or ſeven | acres, 
which is planted round with. ſhrubs, circled 
by a gravel walk; and ſecured from cattle. 
by a railed fence. I mention this mode of 
incloſure only becauſe I have often thought | 
it a very good one, eſpecially if 2 field, 
like this, conſiſt of ſloping ground: for the 
rails, which are in many parts hid, appear 
winding in others; and the eye is ſeldom 
offended—ſometimes pleaſed with purſuing 
them, and taking them up again, after they 
have for a while diſappeared. There is ſome- 
thing alſo not unpleaſing in the perſpective 
of winding rails. do not however men- 
tion a fence of this kind as ſuitable to a 
regal CR or ſo proper in many caſes as 
; 3 a ſunk 


(a7). 

a ſunk one: 15 only as a ſimple, vnalfeted 
manner of incloſing a field near a plain, com- 
mon houſe; and perhaps leſs offenſive, tan 
chains, wires, nets, or any of thoſe flight, 8 
unnatural fences, which cannot be bid, and 
yet appear fo diſproportioned. / I ſhould with 

my rails however to be without ornament; 
and either to be left with their natural colour, 
or to be painted of ſome dingy olive- green 
hue : if they are of a bright- green, of a white, 
or of any other glaring oolour, they diſguſt. 
They are at beſt only diſagreeable conveniences 2 
ornament makes them obje#s. © But above all 
ornaments we are diſguſted with the Chineſe, 
That zig-2ag work, commonly called Chineſe- 
railing, is very offenſive. Plain, ſimple poſts, 
with one, two, or three rails, according to 
the ſort of cattle we with to exclude, make 
the leaft diſguſting fence. | 

Oppoſite to the royal EPO E ai 
ſquare building, with a turret at each corner, 
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guards; and was conducted by theſe foreſters 
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Lyndburſ od ever beg viſited by the ſovereign 
from the time of Charles II, till the year 
1789, when George III paſſed through the 


foreſt in his road to Weymouth, 80 long 


2 time had+clapſed, that all the etiquette of 
receiving a royal viſitor was almoſt forgotten, 
When the day however of his arrival was 
notified, all the keepers, dreſſed in new green 
uniforms, met him on horſchack, at his en- 
trance into the foreſt, - He travelled without 


to Lyndhurſt, When he alighted from his 
two white grey-hounds, by which ceremony 
he holds certain foreſt-privileges. His majeſty, 
and the royal family (for the queen, and three 


of the princeſſes were with him) at firſt dined 


in public, by throwing the windows open, 
lawn: but as the populace became gather 
riotous in their joy, there was a. neceſſity to 
exclude them. The royal family however 


| Walked abroad in the foreſt every evening. 
The king Tout 1 mornings in as and 


65 " 
as he rides faſt, be Ga" reien dd 0 
foreſt and ſeemed ſo much pleaſed with it, 


that” continued at Lyndhuift (poorly as 
he wus there accbtfmodated) from e 


the h 0 hun . ie 
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| | New fla OW Cuffbells, the feat 
of Mr. Roſe. It is not placed exactly as 


might be wiſhed. High-ground riſes imme 


diately in front, which is always a circum- 
ſtahce to be ayoided. But Mr. Roſe has 


happily managed an inconvenience, which he 


found. He has laid out a very handſome 
approach, which winds to the houſe under 
the riüng ground; and makes it of much 
leſs conſetuence, than when the road was 
carried abruptly down. the lope. to the houſe, 


His improvements - he has thrown to the 


back-Tront, where he is leading à very beautiful 


—y 


wattk, through. elumps of old oak | wiriding 


re. e n een 
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Me. Ballard, e 
burſt, which ſtands high; and commands 


an extenſive. view. The king walked up ta 
it, and with his glaſs continued ſome time 


examining the diſtant objects. He was ſo 
pleaſed with it, that on leaving it, Yo . it 
* name of er 


From Lyndhurſt da the Rumkey in 
the foreft opens beautifully; on the right, 


upon a lawn ſwelling in diffetent- parts, 'and 
ſupported with wood at various diſtances; ' 
This lawn is uſed as a 'race-ground, | where 


the little horſes of the foreſt, of which there 


is a mart at Lyndhurſt, are commonly brought 
to try their ſtrength, and agility. ; 

That noble viſta, which we deſcribed after 
we left Brokenhurſt®, is interrupted by Lynd- 
hurſt ; but commences again, on the other 
fide of the town. Here however it. is of little 
value. It is but ill adorned with wood. The 


lf 5 


®. See page 65, 


(Sanin 
trees, which are rare, ſcathed, and meagre, 
are in general not only ugly, but ill- combined. 
Some formalities alſo give it a bad eſſect. 
Before, it was irregularly great, and fimple : 


here the road riſes to the eye in three regular 
ſtages. The ſummit too is formally abrupt. 


The road cut through the wood, forms here 
à gaping chaſm, opening like a wide portul, 
diſcovering the naked horizon, and making, 
as it were, a full pauſe in the landſcape: we 
diſcover it plainly to be | artificral ;- and this 
hurts the eye. The effect is beautiful on the 
other ſide of Lyndhurſt, where the chaſm of 
the viſta, as you approach, is filled with 
the tops of retiring trees, which excites the 
idea ann r 
more. natural air. 


This gaping chaſn sppeacs logg the ſtrking | 


feature of the view, as we riſe the hill. In 


our approach to it however the eye is, here 


and. there, ub drawn aſide ; 2 


2 e e half from Lyndbueſt | opening 8 
both on the right and leſt. It is decorated 


irregularly with wood riſes before the eye 
biends itſelf, leiſurely with a few. ſesttereil 
trees, and clumps, which come forward _ 


N 
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the diſtant woods to meet it—and then loſes | 
elf d in "the here none of the | 


Somewhere.in this part, between Lyndhurſt 
and Rumſey, a charitable ſcheme was projected x 


in favour of a body of Palatines, who took 
refuge in England, in the reign of queen 
Anne; and engaged: the humane part of the 
nation in endeavouring to provide means for 
their ſupport. Many benevolent projects were 
formed; and among others this of ſettling 


__ - 


them in New-foreſt : and the matter was 


thought ſo practicable, that it was digeſted 


into a regular plan; and laid ue the lord 
treaſurer Godolphin. 


The arrangement was this. 5 PROT plot 
of ground, containing four thouſand. acres, 


was to be marked out, and equally divided 


into four parts, by two roads running through 
it, and croſſing at right angles, in the center. 
Each of theſe four parts was to be ſubdivided 
into five, ſo that the whole plot might be pro- 
portioned into twenty farms; each of two 

hundred acres. This proviſion of farms being 


3 twenty of the beſt, and moſt reſpoctable 
, Palatine 


5 2 ) 

Palatine families were to be looked out, and 
put in poſſeſſion of them: the' reſt” were to 
be day-labourers. Each farmer was to be 
intruſted with a capital of two hundred pounds 
to be exempted from taxes for twenty years; * 
and to have an aſſignment of e for 
building, and repairs. . „ 
This ſcheme, which ſcems to have bern 5 
well-digeſted, is ſaid to have been firſt hinted 
by the famous Daniel de Foe: ' but got no 
farther than the treaſurer's board Whether 
the ſoil was thought incapable of being impro- 
ved; or whether it miſcarried from being the 
production of ſo wild a genius, which _ 
it OR as chimerical. . | 


We had now arrived at the ſummĩt of the. 
"viſta, which in proſpect had appeared ſo 
Kum On a cloſe approach, it's formality | 
wore off ; and we found ourſelves ſurrounded - 
by beautiful ſcenery. The ſummit itſelf is a 
fie wooded-knoll, riſing, on the left, and 
falling, on the right, into open grooves. 
As wie deſcended the Hill, on“ the other fide, 
the cloſe-mogced N till continued Conc | 
u 
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tiful, and we found the grand viſta beuer 
R | 


bn wooded ſcenes, like theſe, the . 
convex · mirror, which was Mr. Gray's com- 
panion in all his tours“, has a pleaſing effect. 
Diſtances indeed, reduced to ſo ſmall. a ſurface, 
are loſt ; it is chiefly calculated for objects af 
| Band., which it ſhews to more advantage. 

When we examine nature at large, we ſtudy 
compoſition, and effect. We examine alſo the 
forms of particular objects. But from the 
fize of the objects of nature, the eye cannot 
perform both theſe operations at once. If it 
be engaged in general effetts, it poſtpones 
particular objefts : and if it be fixed on parti- 
. cular object, whoſe forms, and tints it gathers 
up with a paſſing glance from one to another, 
it is not at leiſure to obſerve general Om 
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* See Gray's memoirs, page 352. | 
4 Mr. Gray, on viewing the ruins of an abbey, ſays, « They | 
vere the trueſt objects of his glaſs he had met with any where.” 
He does not indeed aſfign the reaſon, but if he had conſidered 
it, he might have ſeen, it was, becauſe they preſented a happy 
| diſplay of preſent objefts, _ Ste his memoirs, page 360. 1 


; -( 2n5 ) 
But in the minute exhibitions of the convex- | 
mirror, compoſition, forms, and * colours are 
brought cloſer together; and the eye examines 
the general fei, the forms of -the objets, and 
the beauty of the tints, in one complex view. 
As the colours too ate the very colours of 
nature, and equally well harmonized, they 
are the more brilliant, Og ue the more 

condenſed. 

8 In « chaiſe particularly the exhibitions of 
the convex=mirror - are amuſing- We are 
rapidly carried from one object to another. A 
ſucceſſion of high-coloured pictures is conti- 
nually gliding before the eye. They are like 
the viſions of the imagination; or the bril- 
liant landſcapes of a dream, Forms, and 
colours, in brighteſt array, - fleet before us; 
and if the tranſient glance of a good compo- 
ſition happen to unite with er we ſhould 
give wy Pom to eg appropriate the 
ſcene'®, | )- #6934: 38:43 _ 
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| © «« get to the parſorage a. litile before fan-ſerz and for 
in my glaſs, a picture, that if I could tranſmit to you, and 
fix, in, all the ſoftneſs of it's living colours, would fairly fell 
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After all, perhaps the chief virtue of this 
deception may const in exhibiting the 
beauties of nature in a ne ligbt. Thus when 
we cloſe one eye, and look through the lid 
of the other half · hut, we ſee only the general 
effet of objects; and the appearance is new. 
and pleaſing: or when we ſtoop to the ground, 
and ſee the landſcape around us with an 
inverted eye, the effect is pleaſing for the 
| Game. reaſon; We are pleaſed alſo, When we 
Jook at objects through, ſtained , glaſs, It is 
not, that any of theſe modes of viſion is ſupe- 
rior, or even equal to the eye in it's natural 
ſtate; it is the novelty alone of the exhibition, 
that pleaſes.-If the mirror have any pecu- 
liar advantage, it conſiſts in it's not requiring 
the eye to alter it's focus; which it muſt do, 
when it ſurveys the views of nature the 
diſtance requiring one focus, and the fore- 
ground another. This change of the focys, 
in theory at leaſt, (I doubt, whether in Prac- 
tice) occaſions ſome confuſion. . In the mirror, 
we ſurvey the whole under one focus. 
On the other hand, the mirror has at leaſt 
one diſadvantage. Objects are not preſented 
with that depth, that gradation, that rothndity 
| of diſtance, = I may ſo ſpeak, which nature 
- Exhibits 3 
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exhibits ; but are evidently. affected by 
two, ſurfaces. of the mirror, which, give _ 
a Hatnels, ſomething like the ſcenes. ofa play-; 


tiouſe, retiring behind each other. 9 c 


conyexemirror alſp diminiſhes diſtances 
nature, for -which,, the. painter, ſhould; always, 


matze proper allowance. N 
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at your face in a — of this 
will ſee your noſe magnified. The . ; 


haps more, properly, It inlarges 
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About a he | beyond the woody: ſummit 


welhad-paſſed; we entered another foreſt-lawnj 


which tho very confined, has it's beauty 


all theſe openirigs muſt have, howeyer!.com 


fined, if ſurrounded with ancient wood. But 
about half a mile farther, where tha Romſeyi 
and Saliſbury roads divide, another foreft-lawin 
of much larger dimenſions, preſents itfelf. 
This is very ſpacious; well hung with wdod, 
and (what in all theſe ſcenes adils greatly to 
their beauty) adorned in various parts” with 
woody promontoties ſhooting into it; and 

Qz - clumps, 


ee 

clumps, and angle trees ſcattered about it. 
On an eminence near this lawn, ſtands a new 
houſe, belonging to Mr. Gilbert. It feems 
to enjoy a good fituation ; but we did not ride 
up to it —In this part of the foreſt are a. 
few ſcattered houſes, known by the name of 
Cadendm, remarkable for ſtandin g near that 
celebrated bak, of which I have given an ac- 
count in the early re of this work®. 2 


A 


. Not far nden Hence Id Paultvn's the ſeat 
of Mr. Welbore Ellis.——Paulton's was one 
of the firſt works of Mr. Brown; and there- 
fore deſerves the attention of the curious; tho 
in itſelf indeed it is a pleaſing ſcene, The 
fituation of the houſe is that of an abbey ; low, 
ſheltered, and ſequeſtered. It is contained 
within a paled boundary of about five miles 
in circumference : but the whole is ſo woody, 
that the boundary is no where viſible. When 
Mr. Brown firſt undertook this place, it was 
full of ancient timber; and nothing was 
wanting, but to open the area judiciouſly into 
1 lawns, ſcreened with Ts, 
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ye See vol. I. p. 165. 
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| A poliſhed 
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A: poliſhed ſcene, like this, in. the md 
of a foreſt, addreſſes us with the air of 
novelty ; and when natural, as this is, cannot 


fail to pleaſe. It will not however bear a 


compariſon with the wild ſcenes of the foreſt. 
We enter them again with pleaſure ;, and ſpeak 


of them as we do of the works of a great 
literary genius, which contain greater beau- 


ties, tho perhaps blended with greater defects, 
than the laboured works of a leſs exalted, tho 
more correct writer. Every thing in theſe 
cultered ſcenes, may be perfectly correct 
nothing may offend; yet we ſeek in vain for 
thoſe ſtrokes of genius, which rouſe the ĩmagi · 


nation, and are ſo frequently found among the 
wild ſcenes of the foreſt. Some things how- 


ever at Paulton's did offend ; particularly an 
attempt to improve a little foreſt-ſtream (by 
forming a head) into a river. Attempts of 
this kind ſeldom anſwer :. and the misfortune 
here is the more glaring, as a great, white, 


Chineſe bridge ſtands every where in ſight to 


remind us of it. We wiſh for ſimple orna- 
ments on all occaſions - ornaments which the 
eye is not obliged to notice. Here the arnament 
was particularly out of place ; as it was. not 
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only a fault itſelf; but led the che 6. "the 
detection of other Frults. T0 1 
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From Paultons we entered an extitfive tract 
of riſing ground, which bounds the foreſt on 
the north, along the borders of Wiltſhire; 
and ſtretches on the left towards Fording- 
bridge, the river Avon, and the county of 
Dorſet. This ſide of the foreſt however is 
by much "the narroweſt. - It's limits hardly 
extend from eaft to welt above four miles: 
whereas the boundary of the foreſt, ' in the 
fame e near the ſea, nn at n 
fourteen). 

This lofty ples ani chiefly of würde, 
and heath, as far as we furveyed it, appeared 
in itſelf little adorned with any foreſt-fur- 
niture. The little wood in any part of 
it's area bore no proportion to it's extent. 
But it -overlooked very grand views. In a 
pictureſque light therefore we confidered it 
as a vaſt” theatre, from whence we -might 
view almoſt all the regions of the foreſt, 
which we had paſſed, Towards the hoedh 
| OO in ſonic "Fo it command views 
into 


() 


into Wiltſhire ; 1 the countty is cultivated ; 
and” not removed enough to loſe it's forma- 
lities. This part thetefote may be conſidered | 
only as a foil. The grand opening is towards 
the ſouth. Here we found a ſtation, which 
commanded a very noble view. The heath, 
making 4 gentle dip; preſents à vaſt bay, 
which ſpreads the whole foreſt, in a manner, 
before the eye as far as the ſea, ih one vaſt 
expanſe of ſcenery. 'Brainle-hill, one of the 
lodges, ſtanding on a knoll, on the left, about 
half a mile below the eye, occupies” ont 
fide of the opening into this immenſe woody 
diſtance, "and another prominence, on which 
ſtand the ruins of Caſtle-Malwood, ' occupies 
the other. The ſtation may eaſily be found 
by this direction. Between theſe two pro- 
montories, the eye is conducted from wood, 
to wood, over lawns and heaths, through 
every ſhade of perſpective, till all diſtinction 
at length is loſt; and the eye doubts whether 
it is ſtill roving over the tufted woods of 
the foreſt; or is landed upon the diſtant 
ſhores of the iſle of Wight; or is wandering 
among the hazy ſtreaks of the horizon. At 
leaſt it had that dubious appearance, when 
we ſaw it. But it is one of the choice 
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recommendations of theſe extenſive 2 


| that they are ſubject to a thouſand varieties 


from the different meſons, © of the n. 


A vaſt ſcene however, like this, is un- 


manageable as we have often obſerved; tho 
it may be highly pictureſque, But our 
obſervations on this ſubject may be car- 
ried farther, than we have yet carried 
them. 

It is a common aſſertion among Wipe 


| painters, that if the picture be juſtly painted, 


an extenſive diſtance in miniature will have 
the ſame effect on the mind of the ſpectator, 
as if it were painted on the largeſt ſcale. Stand 


near a window, they tell you, and the whole 


may be brought within the circumference 
of a pane of glaſs. If then the ſame land- 
ſcape were exact iy painted on the pane of glaſs, 
it would have de . aun in Na 
which it has in nature. | 

This reaſoning, I fear, is falſe. It depends 
intirely on the ſuppoſition, that we collect all 
our notices of external objects from the eye; 
agretably to that conſtruction of it, which 

| | N the 
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the anatomiſt gives us. Whereas, in fact, 
the eye is a mere window. It is a pane, of 
glaſs, through which the imagination is im- 
preſſed by the notices it receives of outwaed 
objects; which notices, tho ſometimes true, 
are often falſe, ae with regard to 
the ſize of objects; and will miſlead it, unleſs 
corrected by, experience. The mathematician 
talks of the angle of viſion ; and demonſtrates, 
that the ſize of the object in the eye muſt be 
in exact proportion to that part of the cone 
of rays, which it intercepts: and it is on 
this ſuppoſition, the painter aſſerts, that an 
extenſive diſtance, exactly painted, tho in 
miniature, will affect the ſpectator like the 
natural ſcene. But many things are mathe- 
matically true; tho experimently falſe. Such 
is the famous puzzle of Achilles, and the 
tortoiſe. The mathematician demonſtrates, 
that the tortoiſe muſ# win the race; tho not 
one jockey at Newmarket would bet on his 


fide. Juſt ſo, the imagination revolts from 
the mathematical account of viſion. If I ex- 
amine, for inſtance, the height of that tree, 
by the fide of a notched ſtick, it is ſcarce an 
inch. But no mathematical proof can per- 
2224 
2 Im 
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1 am well affured, that the tree, not on is, | 
but appears to me much larger. | 
If indeed my imagination could be 10 far 
deceived, as to believe the landſcape, which 
is painted on a pane of glaſs, were really the 
landſcape franſmitted through it; I might 
then ſuppoſe it of the dimenſions of nature. 
On no other ſuppoſition J can give it credit. 
But if a deceit of this kind could not eafily 
be practiſed on a pane of glaſs; much leſs 
could it be practiſed in a picture. We could 
never ſo far impoſe upon ourſelves, as to con- 
ceive a little object, of the dimenſions of 
a foot by fix inches, hung againſt a wall, 
can be a juſt. repreſentation of a. 8 
twenty or thirty miles in extent. 
; I mean not to debate the ſiruure of the 
eye with the: philoſopher. All I mean to 
aſſert, is, that the pictureſque eye has nothing 
to do with tunics, iriſes, et retinas. It judges ' 
of nothing by a focus, or à cone of viſpual 
rays. The imagination guided by experience 
preſides. ſolely over viſion, as far at leaſt as 
the bulk of objects is concerned; and it pic- 
tures them, not as painted on a mathematical 
point, but on an extended plain, and of their 
natural ſize. How nature manages this mat- 
E646; 1 | . ter, 
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ter, is beyond the painter's' power to explain. 
The fick is certain: let the Philoſopher, if 


he can, account for it. 
"I bring the argument to the Fut before 


: there muſt be real ſpace to inteteſt the 


Mie ase and excite ideas of grandeur. In 
a picture, the imagination cannot be impoſed 
upon. Two or three inches may give us 


the form of the landſcape ; the proportion 


between the fore- ground, and the offskip ; 
the hue of diftance; and it's general appear- 
ance : and we may be pleaſed with theſe things 
even in miniature. But it is impoſſible within 
ſach ſcanty limits to raiſe any of thoſe feelings, 


which landſcape in it's full dimenſions will | 


excite. Try the matter experimentally : ex- 
amine ſuch a landſcape as this vaſt, extended 
foreſt-view before us, alternately ; firſt with 
the naked eye, and then with a diminiſhing 


laßt, (which at leaſt gives as juſt a _— 


ſentation of the perſpective, and keeping 
nature, as any artificial landſcape can do) and 
you will be convinced how much the idea 
loſes under the latter experiment. At the 
fame time, if fuch a diſtance as this,. exten- 
five" 46 it is, Were painted on a larger cal 
than common, and properly W 
and 
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and balanced with fore- ground; we might 
be tempted to forget it's under-ſize; and ſeeing 
ſo large a picture, might acknowledge ſome- 
thing like an equality with nature: we might 
be inclined to forget the deception, and might. 
in ſome degree, feel thoſe ſublime ideas which 
nature itſelf excites. ESPE 


p 
3 


Beſides this grand and extenſive diſtance, 
which we ſurveyed between Bramble-hill, and 


the ruins of Caſtle- Malwood, we found many 


views of the ſame kind, as we traverſed. the 
high, and heathy grounds towards F ritham, 
and. Fording-bridge, But the hills about 
Boldre-wood, and Lyndhurſt occupy the mid- 
dle ſpace between the northern, and ſouth- 
ern parts of the foreſt; and as they riſe 
conſiderably, and intercept our views, the 


more we proceed in a weſtern direction, I 


know not, whether, on the whole, the view 
we have juſt taken, is not one of the moſt 
extenſive, and moſt amuſing, which the whole 
foreſt exhibits, ——I cannot therefore conclude 
a deſcription of New-foreſt more properly, 
than with this grand exhibition, which in a 
manner, comprehends the whole. 3 

8 5 hes As 
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As 1 wag more than once howeree cb 
that ſcenes of all kinds, and diſtances. the moſt 
of all, are fo diverſified by the circuniſtances, 
under which they are examined, that no fingle 
view can give an adequate idea of them; 1 
wiſh, before I ſhut up theſe foreſt-ſcenes, to 
add a fuller illuſtration of this great pictureſque 


| truth; which ſhould always be In the recol-. © 


lection of every pictureſque obſerver of nature. 
The example I ſhall ſelect for this purpoſe, ſhall 
be the: ſcenery around the parſonage-houſe at 
Vicar's-hills ; not ſo much becauſe" it is a 
pleaſing ſcene in itſelf, as becauſe lying con- 
ſtantly before my eye, it is the beſt inſtance 
I can have: for no one can make remarks of 
this kind on a ſcene, which he has not fre · 
quently examined. muſt firſt deſcribe 
the ſcenery, before I remark the ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances, under which it is often varied. 

' Vicar's-hill is a knoll, falling gently, on 
thu eaſt, to a grand woody bank, part of the 
wild grounds of fir Harry Burrard—on the 
ſouth, towards the channel, and the iſle of 
Wight—and on the weſt towards Lymington- 
rer al which it overlooks. As it ſtands 


on 
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on the. * of the foreſt, the ſituation of 
it is nearly conformable to the wiſh of the 


t: bole 
, * . A — RY _ „ „ y 
BY * * 11 1 4 #1 | " © «4&5 #4 


* X 
— — —Be my retreat Wl 


Between the groaning . IIa cg. 


A rural, ſheltered, ſolitary n 


The 1 two laſt of theſe epithets. rd 1 
not to it. It ſtands rather lofty, tho not high; 
and is ſo far from being _— that 5 1 4.0 
a good neighbourhood. - 
From this knoll, the Ges: are » Knits 
10 two houſes, Mt. Cleavland's, and the vicar- 
age; the united plantations of which: exclude 


the proſpect from all other parts of the hill. 


From both © theſe houſes the views are beau- 
tiful; but they are of different kinds. Mr. 
Cleavland's ſtanding on the weſt ſide of - the 
knoll, has a view of Lymington-river, which 
forms one of it's beſt ſweeps below his 


lawn. From hence the eye is carried along 


the river to it's opening into the channel; of 
which — together with the ſhores around—the 
iſland beyond—and the town of Lymington— 


the diſtant landſcape is formed. Theſe diſ- 


r 


| — | — . 
® Thompſon's winter. 8 
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tances are varied, as; you view them from the, 
upper, and lower. parts of the lawn zj and ig 
general, as they are. circumſcribed by the high 
lands, which bound the _eftuacy,. they are 
much more. pictureſque, and in the eye of a 
painter more beautiful, than thoſe vaſt exten, 
ſiye views of the iſland and channel, which we 
have ſo often. ſeen from various parts of the 
coaſt. We have had other occaſions to pk 
the pictureſque. beauty of this eſtuary®, - 

As Mr., Cleavland's has a better view „ of 
the water, the vicarage has a better view of 


the Woods. A houſe built, where it cquld 


command both ſcenes, , would enjoy, a grand 


ſituation. The view however is, ſo good, 


that it will bear a diviſion; and yet each part 


form. a whole. The vicarage ſands. in the 


garden z, cloſed. on every 6de, but the ſouth, 
which is the alpect of the beſt; rooms.  Bafare 
it is ſpread a ſmall lawn, proportioned to it's 
ſize, ; At the end of the lawn, which is alſo 
the. boundary of the. foreſt, is a-lunk-fence ; 
connecting it with the meadows beyond. 
Theſe. meadows declining to the ſouth, and 
caſt, form the brow of Vicar s-hill in thoſe 
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© Ciredtions ; and are ſcreened by the grand 
woody bank, above-mentioned, wheeling gent- 
ly round, which ſhapes the lower part of them 
into a fort of ſemi - circular valley. To the 
hanging woods of this very pictureſque bank, 
a cloſe, deſcending walk from the houſe, fol- 
lowing the direction of gag i IO 
unites the garden. - 

The woody bank, which | is the grand 
circumſtance of the view, having thus circled 
the meadows, falls away towards the eſtnary 
of the river; and becomes one of it's high 
incloſures. On the other fide it is interſected 
by a riſing ground, on which ſtands the town 
of Lymington at the diſtance of a mile“. 
Over the dip, formed by this interſection, 
riſes, as if fitted for the place, a lofty part of 
the iſle of Wight; from which a ridge of | 
high land continues, paſſing over the town 
as a back-ground. Below the iſland appears 
a ſmall catch of the channel: but the inter- 
vening woods of the eaſtern ſcreen have now 
almoſt intercepted it; interpoſing one beau- 
tiful circumſtance in the room of another.. 


— 


» See the fituation of Lymington deſcribed, page 94. | 
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not yer having” caught the ſplendor, "W*Quſly, 
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„The effect All continues besüttful, is che 
lun tiles higher. -" Sore prominent part of the 


woody. ſereen always catches the light; while! 
the receſſes among the trees a old id the 
depth of the morning ſhadow. 2 1 a3 


be difpofition4of' — well | 


adapted to, receive tid effects of an evening, a 
of a-triorning-ſun. © Ae all age 


mination-of the trees from the weſt is 


pleaſing; eſpecially #5 tlie meadows, *"Ue-" 
ſcending 


maſſes of ſhade. u e. n 


r e n e e dk ler n 


evening · ſtrm, when it riſes from the eaſt, 
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behind the woody bank; while the ſun finking 
in the weſt, throws a ſplendor upon. the trees, 


which ſeen to ſuch advantage againſt the 
darkneſs .of the hemifphere, ſhews the full 
effect of light, and ſhade,. 

In winter, the iſland i. generally, of an 
indiſtinR, grey hue: but in ſummer, when 
the evenipg-ſun gets more to the north, it's 
declining ray ftrikes the diſtant cliffs, and 
broken grounds of the - iſland-ſhores, and 
gives them a great reſplendency. As theſe 
broken grounds run behind the town, the 
effect of the chimnies, and houſes, when 
ſeen in ſhadow againſt the warm tints of the 
iſland-ſhores, is often veryopictureſque; much 
more fo, than when the ſun throws it's light 
upon them. And here we fee exemplified a 
truth in landſcape, that the light breaks a 
town into parts—ſhews. it's. povetty—and diſ- 
ſipates it's effect: whereas all the parts of a 
town ſeen in ſhadow, are blended together, 
and it becomes one grand object. I ſpeak 
however chiefly of towns in the ſituation of 
this, placed along the ridge of an eminence, 
and about a mile from the eye. In: remote 
diſtance, a ray of light thrown upon à town 
has often a good effect. Theſe ſplendid 


* 6 


nights of an evening · ſun upon the cliffo and 
brolten ſhores of the iſland, appear firſt” about 
the deginning of april; but they grow ſtromger, 
ac the power of the ſun increaſes; Various 
other tints alſo of a blviſh, purpliſh, and yet- 
lowiſh” hue, the effects of evening-ſans in 
ſammer, occaſionally inveſt the iſland, 
Zut hazineſs, and miſts are here, as in 
other places, the great ſources of variety. 
In general, they have a good effect; but 
ſometimes à bad one. As the remote part 
of the landſcape, -which conſiſts of the iſle 
of Wight, does not immediately connect with 
the woods on one ſide, and the town of 
Lymingten on the other, but is ſeparated 
from them by the channel, which is about 
two or three leagues acroſs, it of courſe 
happens, that when à partial fog removes the 
illand alone from the fight, a violent chaſm 
is left in the landſcape: there is no gradation; 
the riſing ground, on which Lymington ſtands, 
appears ſtaring againſt a foggy ſky without 

more ſtrongly the uſe of diſtances, in com- 
pleating the harmony of a view. When the 

ſeveral parts of a country melt into each other, 

* grant "ance wo" Have Jult been' 


REE - ' Roveying” 
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ſurveying "RIG Caſtle-Malwood, fog, or 
miſt can neuer introduce any great miſchief. 
| It. comes gradually on and therefore only 
gradually obſcures. It is the chaſm, which. 
occaſions the blank. At the ſame time, not- 
withſtanding the iſland is not gradually connected 
with the other parts of the country, the land- 
ſcape loſes in no other modification. of the 
atmoſphere. If the miſt be more general, ſo, 
as to obſcure not only the iſland, but the 
town alſo, and in proportion the nearer. parts 
of the view, the effect is often beautiful, The 
woods of the eaſtern bank being obſcured, 
the firs of the lawn ſtanding much nearer,. 
riſe ſtrongly in oppoſition : the eye is. pleaſed. 
with the contraſt ; while the imagination is: 
pleaſed alſo with diving into the ny; 
and forming it's own objects. | 
The line alſo which the high mind of | 
the iſland form upon the ſky,: is ſometimes 
ſtrong, and ſometimes faint; ſometimes: alſo. 
a part of it is broken, or intercepted - by 
clouds, which gives a contraſt to SR ns 
t. | 5 
5 the miſt is fometimes b light, that. | 
it removes the illand ſeveral leagues farther 
from the eye: yet ſtill the landſcape partaking 
of the general of, preſerves it's harmony. 
Sometimes 


s 


Sometimes alſo; after 4 heavy ſhower, When 


the air, as the rain goes off, becomes perſecthy 
diaphanous, like an Italian ſky,” and: all the 
the vapburs are precipitated, the iſland wil! 
advance many leagues nearer the eye: every 
part of it will be perfectly conſpicuous; even 
the little diviſions of property will appear 
faintly ſketched. upon it yet till theiclearneſs | 
of the other parts of the landſcape according 
with it, all will red gr and . N 
harmony preſerved. 6 : 
Theſe are chiefly ame es. 1 have £ 
often: however ſeen beautiful effects, in winter 
of a ſimilar kind; eſpecially in a morning 
ſomewhat, inclining to froſtz When the rays 
of the ſun have appeared, as it were; ſtrug- 
gling between the hazineſs of the iſland, the 
| ſmoke of the town, and the ſplendor of the 
riſing ſun, In one part diſtinctneſs has pre- 
vailed; in another, obſcurity. I have ſeen 
alſo ſomethiug of the ſame effect in 4 winter - 
noon ; only rendered. perhaps ſtill more beau 
tiful by ſtreaks of ruddy ſun - ſet r 
the horizon, and joinitg in the conflict. 
In the year 1783. when ſuck. uncommon 
fogs prevailed over Europe, the appearances of 
the. land. ra often very ſtrange . Earth, 
R 3. . 
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clouds, and water, confounded together in vaſt 
_ combinations, ſeemed often to have exchanged 
places; the. water would n the 


iſland; and the clouds below both. But 
theſe appearances were ſo uncommon, that 
they ſcarce deſerve mention; nor indeed were 
they often in themſelves pictureſque. + 

I omit mentioning here the variety, which 


the ſeaſons produce on this landſcape; tho 


as it is a woody ſcene, the effect is often ſingu- 
larly beautiful, eſpecially in autumn. ** 

If then ſo great a variety of incidents ariſe 
from the few circumſtances of landſcape, 
which are found at this place; with what 
variety may we ſuppoſe landſcapes of alarger 
ſize, and compoſed of more complicated parts, 
may be attended? particularly, extenſive diſ- 
tances, which are of all others attended with 
the greateſt variety of incidental beauty. Every 
landſcape indeed hath ſomething peculiar to 


itſelf, which diſpoſes it more or leſs to receive 


the incidents of light, and weather in ſome 
peculiar manner. An open ſea - ooaſt, one 
ſhould think of fo fimple a conſtruction, as to 


be little liable to receive any change; and yet 


I have ſtood upon a ſea-coaſt, on a ſun-ſhiny 
OO R 
briſk ; 


hp) 5 | 
| briſk; and have in leſs than an hour, ſeen tha 
whole picture under a dozen different forms, 
from the varying of the lights in the ſky, on 


| the horizon, on the ſurface of the water, of 48G 


on ſome part of the coaſt, _ 

The concluſions from all theſe remarks are, 
that every landſcape is, in itſelf, a ſcene of 
great variety—that there are -few landſcapes, 
which have not, at ſome time or other, their 
happy moments—that a landſcape of extent, 
and beauty will take the full period of a year, 
to ſhew itſelf in all the forms it is capable of 
receiving—and that he who does not attend to 
the variations of the atmoſphere, loſes half the 
beauty of his 'views. | | 
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beautiful ſetnes of the foreſt; - it 


laſtly. proper to people them. No — 


is complete without it's figures. I ſhall 
make a few obſervations therefore on ſuck 


imagination of the reader may ſeatter about, 
as he pleaſes, in the ſeveral ſcenes, which 
have been preſented to him. The human 
mention ede. L zul e 
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animals, as frequent the foreſt; which the 
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A diminutive breed of horſes run wild in 
New-foreſt. In general however the horſe is 
private property ; tho ſometimes with difficulty 
aſcertained, , Numbers of people, Who have 
lands in the neighbourhood of the' foreſt, 
have a right of commoning in it; and moſt 
of the cottagers, who border on it, aſſume 
that right. Many of them have two or three 
mares ; and ſome, who make it their buſineſs 
to breed colts, have droves, WE 4 
The horſe is gregarious. Herds of twenty, 
or thirty are often ſeen feeding together; in 
farmer eſpecially, when they have plenty of 
and can live as they pleaſe. In 
winter they are obliged to ſeparate, and ſeek 

| their food, as they can find it. In general 
indeed they are left, in all ſeaſons, to take 
their chance in the foreſt, Where there is 
no expence, there can be no great Ny and 
what is ſaved, is ſo much gained. In-marſhy 
parts a ſevere winter often goes hardly with 
them. But in dry grounds, where heath and 
furze abound, they pick up a tolerable win- 
ter-ſubſiſtence ; eſpecially if they have learned 
the little arts of living, which neceſſity teaches. 

Of 


| n 
Of theſe arts, one of the moſt uſeful is tb 


bruiſe, and pound wich their fore-fest, che 


prickly tops of farze. This operation, which 
I have -often ſeen performed, prepares the 
rigid diet of a farze-buſh in ſome degree for 
| aſtivicion ; au gen dere it cutticr Us nne 
to the palate 4 

( 
are to be caught for ſale, their ideas of liberty 
are ſo unconfined, from paſturing in fo wild 
a range, that it is matter of no little difficulty 
flight of hand, with a rope and a nooſe. 
But if this method fail, they are commonly 
hunted down by horſe- men, who relieve 
each other. Colt-hunting is a common prat= 
tioe in the foreſt. The colts which feed 
on Obergreen, are ſometimes taken by the 
following 'ſtratagem. ' In this part rum 4 
long bog, deſcribed, under the name of Long- 
fade-bottom 3 which is eroffed dy a mote, 
thrown over it“. With this paſſage the colt 


is well acquainted ; and on being purſued, is 
eaſily driven towards it. When he is about 


TDI ® See p. 124. 2 
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the middle of the mole, two or three men 
Hart up in front, and oblige him to leap 
into the bog, Where he is . * 
ſazed........... 

At all the as Frm theſe, hase 
are a principal commodity, and are bought 
up for every purpoſe, to which a horſe can 
be applied. Diminutive as they are, you may 
often ſee half a dozen of them ſtraining in 
a; waggon: and as it is faſhionable to drive 
them in light carriages, their price has been 
inhanced. It is a little fortune to a poor 
cottager, if be happen to poſſeſ three or four 
colts, that are tolerably handſome, and 2 
well. He may probably ſell; ham for ten, 
twelve pounds a piece. 

In point of value, the New-foreſt bort 
— riſe higher, if the ſame care were taken 
in breeding him, which was formerly taken“; 
and which is ſtill in ſome degree, taken in 
the neighbouring foreſt of Bere; where, I 
have heard, the keepers are ordered to deſtroy 
all horſes, which, at three years of age, are 
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- ®* See Manwood on foreſt-law, page 2g.” 
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ander /thirtoen band and all mjes under 


twelve. ; $1 oem 
There is another Akt lich une 


to injure the foreſt-colt; and that is, puto 


ting him to buſineſs at too early an age. 
Tho a ſmall horſe attains maturity earlier, 
than a large one; yet theſe horſes, bred 
chiefly by indigent. people, and generally of 
little value, are introduced much ſooner to 
labour, chan abler, 2 Pans horles 1 
are. 

The Bs and a are - Gill 1 
of a little beautiful, grey horſe, which had 
been ſuffered to run wild in the foreſt, till 
he was eight years of age; when he had at- 
tained his full ſtrength. His firſt ſenſations, 
on the loſs of his liberty, were like thoſe of 


2 wild-beaſt. He . flew at his keeper- with 


his open mouth; or rearing on his hind»: 
legs, darted his fore - feet at him with the 
moſt malicious fury. 
hands, that tamed him. He became by de- 
grees patient of the bit, and at length ſuffered; 
a rider. From this time his life was a ſcene 
of glory. He was. well known on every road 
in the county; was, the favorite of every 
groom; and the conſtant theme of every 


\ 


He fell however into ec 
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| imagined to have been ſhip-wrecked on the 


t 2 


aſtler. . i he: de his este wa 


moſt ſhewn. There he carried his maſter, 
with fo much ſwiftneſe, eaſe, and firmneſs, 
that he always attracted” the eyes of the 
_ WI een e gl br ed f 

The New-foreſt horſe is often ſuppoſed to 


„ M n extraction; from anceſtors, 


coaſt of Hampſhire, in the time of the armada. 
But I look on this as a ſpecies of the ancient 
vaunt, genus 4 Joe ſummo; and to deſerve 
as little attention. Some of them have a 
form, which would not diſgrace ſo noble a 


lineage. The grey horſe repreſented in the 


annexed plate, is among the moſt beautiful. 


But in genera}, the croup of the foreſt-horſe 
is. low; and his head ill-ſet on, having what 
the jockies call a fff jaw. Of this defect 


æ reſemblanee is given in the horſe on the 


foreſt-horſes commonly are. Their claim 
therefore to high lineage muſt in general reſt 
more on their good qualities, than on their 
beauty on the hardineſs" of their nature 
on their aneemtnon firength—on their agility, 
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4 ſureneſs of foot, . which they probably 
acquire by conſtantly lifting their Yin 
1 


But tho 'the form of ithe Newsforelt-borks 


is ſeldom beautiful; yet as the ornament of 


a fareſt ſcene, he is very pictureſque. The 


horſe, in his natural ſtate, rough with all 
his mane about him, and his tail 
in the wind, as he feeds, is always beautiful; 


e eee e eee e 


wen he graces Rear 


on | this bbs 1 ee e Ii 


a. little, (and I hope the critical reader will 


not be too faſtidious,) on the great indignity! 
the horſe ſuffers from the mutilatiom of his tai, 
and ears. Within this century, I believe, 
the barbarous cuſtom af docking horſes came! 
in uſe; and hath paſſed through: various mo- 
difications, like.'all other cuſtoms, whicty are 


not founded in nature, and truth. A few 
years, age the Hurt duch was the only ralf (i 


it may be called ſuch) in faſhion, both in the 
army, and in catriages. The: ahſurdity how- 
eyes of this total amputation began to appear. 
The gentlemen: of the army td. the way. 
mad... ay: 


24 
— 


tail waring 


5 06-7 
They acknowledged the beauty, and uſe of 
the tail, as nature made it: The ſhort dock 
every where difappeared; and all dragoon-horſes 
paraded with long tails. ' | 


The nag-tail however ſtill continued in uſe... 
Of this there are ſeveral ſpecies, all more or 
leſs mutilated. The moſt deformed one is 
- nicked-taik; ſo named from a cruel operation 
| uſed in forming it. The under finews of the 

dock being divided, the tail ſtarts upwards, 
directly contrary to the poſition, which nature 
intended. The nag-tail is ſtill ſeen in all 
genteel carriages. Nor will any perſon of 
faſhion ride a horſe without one. Even 
the gentlemen of the army, who have ſhewn' 
the moſt ſenſe in the affair of horſe-tails, have 
been ſo miſled, as to introduce the nag- tail 
into the light-horſe; tho it would be as dif- 
ficult to give a reaſon now for the nag-tail, 
as formerly for the ſport-dock, | | 
Two things are urged in defence of this 
cruel mutilation—the utility, and the beauty 
of it. Let us beiafly as Fan examine | 
To be mesh uſeful i is, n the 
firſt conſideration ; and to make a horſe fo, 
we _ neceſſarily make him ſuffer ſome 
| * 
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Wings, which are umalurnl, becane we talks 
him out of a fete of nature. He muſt be 
fed with hay, and corn in the winter, which 
he cannot get in his open paſtures: for if 
he have exerciſe beyond nature, he muſt have 
ſuch foad, as will- enable him to bear it. 
As it is neceſſary likewiſe to make our roads - 
band, and durable, it is neceſſary alſo to give 
the horſe an iron hoof, that he may travel 
over them without injuring his feet. But 
ee e HED 2 RAO: 
which ab incumbrance ariſes. 5 | 
Ves, days the advocate for decking x as it 
is neceſſary for the horſe to travel, to hunt, 
and to race, it is uſeful to lighten him of 
of every incumbrance. And as it is neceſſary 
for him to travel through dirty roads; it is 
uſeful to rid him of an inſtrument, which is 
continually ee e ee ons 
| himſelf, and his rider. 
To eſe pour hort of cvery incumbrance 
in travelling, is certainly right. You Gould 
ſee chat his bridle, and faddle, (which are 
his great ineumbrances) are as eaſy as poſſible : 
and that the weight he carries, or draws, be 


proportioned to his ſtrength. But depend upon = 


it, he receives no incumbrance from nature. 
. . 1 | It » 
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Is r among lt e phlloſophatt 
that nature has given nothing in vain: and 
there can be no reaſonable doubt, but that 
nature has given the horſe his tail to balance, 
and aſſiſt his motions. That this is the caſe, 
ſeems plain from the uſe he makes of it. 
When the animal is at reſt, his tail is pendent: 
but when he is in violent action; he raiſes, 
and ſpreads it, as a bird does in the fame 
fituation. Would the ſwallow, or the dove 
be aſſiſted in their flight by the loſs of their 
| tails? or the greyhound in his ſpeed by dock- 
ing him? For myſelf, I have no doubt, 

but if the experiment were tried at New 
market, which I ſuppoſe it never was, the 
horſe with his long tail, however the literati 


there might laugh at him, would not be 


in the leaſt injured in his ſpeed; and would 
certainly anſwer better, in all his ſudden turns, 
to the intention of his rider. He would ex- 
tend, and ſpread his helm: it would ſteer 
his way; and we ſhould ſeldom hear of his 
running out. of his courſe, or 3 
ſide of the poſt. 

Beſides, his tail probably aſſiſts him even 
in his common exertions; and balances his 
boch, when he trots, and prevents his ſtum- 
3 — 
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büng. 1 have heard a gentleman; who had 
travelled much in the eaſt, remark, that the 
Turkish, and Arabian horſes rarely - ſtumble ; 
which he attributed, and with much .. 
ance of truth, to their long tails. ö 

Pat Ahasver ole the well muy be to the 
r in action, it is acknowledged on all 
hands ta be of. infinite uſe to him, af rel. 
Whoever ſees the horſe grazing in ſummer, 
and - obſerves the conſtant uſe he makes of 
his long tail in laſhing the flies from his 
hoe te hn gaſes that it is a moſt 
uſeful inſtfument : and muſt be hurt to ſee 
him fidget a ſhort dock, back, and forward, 
_ ineffectual attempts to rid himſelf of 
ſome plague, which he cannot rect. 
As to the objection againſt the tail, as a 
inſtrument, which is . continually gathering 
dirt, and laſhing it around, if there be any 
truth in what I have already obſerved, this 
little objection diſſolves itfelf ; eſpecially _ as 
the inconvenience may with great caſe be 
remedied, when the road is dirty, either by 
re ail ee ene, 
kathern«ſtrap. 


bs. 
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But whatever becomes of utility, the horſe 
is certainly more beautiful, we are told, without 
his dangling tail. What a handſome figure 
he makes, when he carries both his ends well ! 
This is the conſtant language of horſe-dealers, 
ſtable-keepets, and grooms ; and ſuch lan- 
guage, tho originating in taſtleſs ignorance, 
and rnere - prejudice, has drawn over men of 
ſenſe, and underftanding.—It is inconceive- 
able, how deluſively the eye. ſees, as well as 
the underſtanding, when it is faſcinated, and 
led afide by faſhion, and cuſtom. - Aſſociated 
ideas of various kinds give truth a different 
air. When we ſee a game - cock with all his. 
ſprightly actions, and gorgeous plumes about 
him, we acknowledge one of the moſt beau- 
tiful birds in nature. But when we fee him 
armed with ſteel, and prepared for battle; 
we cry, what a ſcare-crow! But a cock- 
fighter, with all the ideas of the pit about 
him, will conceive, that in this latter ſtate, 
he is in his greateſt beauty: and if his picture 
be drawn, it muſt be drawn in this ridiculous 
manner. I have often ſeen it. 


Let 


e 

Let jockies, and ſtable- boys, and cock» 
fighters keep their own abſurd ideas: but let 
not men, who pretend to ſec, and think for 
themſelves, adopt ſuch ridiculous conceits. 
In arts, we judge by the rules of art. In 
nature, we have no criterion but the forms of 
nature. We criticize a building by the rules 
of architecture: but in judging of a tree, or 2 
mountain; we judge by the moſt beautiful 
forms of each, which nature hath given us. 
It is thus in other things. From nature alone 
we have the form of a horſe. Should we then 
ſeek for beauty in that object, in our own wild 
conceptions; or recur to the great original, 
from whence we had it? We may be affured, 
that nature's forms are always the moſt beau. 
tiful; and therefore we ſhould endea wur to 
correct our ideas by bers. If however we 
cannot give up the point, let us at leaſt be 
conſiſtent. If we admire a horſe without a 
tail, or a cock without feathers, let us not 
laugh at the Chineſe for admiring the diſpro- 
portioned foot of his miſtreſs; nor at the 
Indian, for doting on her black teeth, and - 
tattooed cheeks, For myſelf, I cannot con- 
ceive, why it ſhould make a horſe more 
beautiful to take his tail from him, than it 
WY would 


alias x 


would make a man to clap a tail to him. | 
With regard indeed to the natural beauty of a 
horſe's tail, we want little reaſoning on the 
ſubject. In conjunction with his mane, it 
gives him dignity.——lIt hides his ſtradling 
buttocks; which is a decency in nature, we 
ſhould admire, rather than deſtroy. It 
forms a contraſt among the legs. The four 
equal legs of every animal are it's greateſt de- 
formity; and their ſameneſs of courſe gives 
the painter the moſt trouble in'the management 
of them. In many of her forms indeed, where 
nature does not ſeem to aim at beauty, the 
neglects this economy: but as if ſhe meant 
the horſe for one of her moſt elegant produc- 
tions, ſhe has provided for him in this reſpect 
alſo, by giving him a graceful flow of hair, 
which hiding ſometimes, one leg, and ſome- 
2 another, introduces a pleaſing contraſt 
ong them all. ——The accidental motion 
alle of the tail gives it peculiar beauty”; both 
when the horſe moves it himſelf ; and when it 
waves in the wind. The beauty of it indeed 
to an unprejudiced eye is conſpicuous at once ; 
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| 


„Ses lord Monboddo on that ſubjeR. 
$ | 


. 


. 
and in all parade, and ſtate- horſes it is aeknow- 
ledged: tho even here there is an attempt 
made to improve nature by art: the hair muſt 
be adorned with ribbons; and the bottom of 
the tail clipped ſquare, which adds ne, | 
and is certainly ſo far a deformity. 
The captain of an Engliſh man of war gave 

me an account ſometime ago, of his landing in 
one of the piratical ſtates of Barbary, while his 
ſhip anchored in the bay. He was receiyed by 
the Dey (I think, of Tripoli) with great civi- 
lity; and among other things, ſaw his ſtables. 
They were lined with a very long, double row 
of the moſt beautiful Barb, and Arabian horſes. 
He was ſtruck with their. beauty, to which 
their grand flowing tails, combed, and oiled , 
in the niceſt manner, were no little addition. 
As he continued his walk through the ſtud, 
he came to a couple of horſes with nag-tailr. 
On inquiring into their hiſtory, he found they 
were Engliſh horſes, which had been preſented 
to the Dey. The horſes themſelves were fit 
to appear any where ; but the contraſt of their 
tails, he thought, in ſuch company, made ſo 
very ſtrange, and diſgraceful an appearance, 
that he was aſhamed of his countrymen, The 
caſe was, his eye having been thus accuſtomed 
S 4 to 


( 264 ) 
to the beautiful forms of nature, had _ 


td af it's prejudices z and being a Cs 


ſaw the matter in it's proper light. 
I ſhall conclude my remarks on this _ 


mutilation, with an epigram by Voltaire. 


That celebrated wit was in England about the 


time, when the babarous cuſtom of docking | 


horſes was "in high ' faſhion. He was fo 
ſhocked at it, that he wrote the following 
verſes, which, it is ſaid, be gave to lord 


Lyttelton. 


Vous, fiers Anglois, et barbares que vous &tes, 

Coupent les tates a vos rois, et les queues a vos betes, 
Mais les Francois plus polis, et aimant les loix, 

Laiſſent les queues a leurs betes, et les tites a leurs rois, 


There is more indignation, than wit, I 
think, in theſe verſes. Voltaire ſeems to con- 


ſider docking a horſe, and killing a king, as 


equal crimes; which however is carrying the 
matter ſome what farther, than the pictureſque 
* wiſhes to carry it. 


The ſame abſurd notions, which have led 
men to cut off the tails of horſes, have led 
them alſo to, cut off their cars. I ſpeak not 

0 g | a f . of 
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When a fine, horſe: * pg ind carts 


as he ſometimes has, without ſpring, or 
motion in them; a man may be tempted to 


remove the deformity. But to cut a pair f 


fine ears out of the head of a horſe, is, if poſ- 


ſible, a ſtill greater abſurdity, than to cut off 


his tail. Nothing can be alledged in it's 
defence. The ear neither retards motion z 
nor flings dirt. | 
Mach of the ſame ground may be gode over 
on this ſubject, which we went over on the 
lat. With regard to the utility of the car, it 
is not improbable, that cropping it. may injure 
the horſe's hearing: there is certainly kf 
concave ſurface to receive the vibrations of 
the air. have heard it alſo aſſerted with 
great confidence, that this mutilation injures 
his health: for when a horſe has loſt: that 
pent-houſe, which nature has given him over 
His ear, it is. reaſonable to believe the wind, 
and. rain may get in, and give him cold. 
But if theſe injuries are not eaſily proveth, 
ts a damp oe 
ſtrenuouſly 
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ſtrenuouſly be inſiſted on. Few of the minu- 


ter parts of animal nature are more beautiful, 
than the ear of a horſe, when it is neatly 
formed, and well ſet on. The contraſt of 
the lines is pleaſing; the concavity, and the 
convexity, being generally ſeen together in 


the natural turn of the ear. Nor is the 


proportion of the ear leſs pleaſing. It is 
contracted at the inſertion, ſwells in the 


middle, and tapers to a point. The ear of no 


animal is ſo beautifully proportioned. That 
of ſome beaſts, eſpecially of the ſavage kinds, 
as the lion, and pard, is naturally rounded, 
and has little form. The ears of other 
animals, as the fox, and cat, are pointed, 
ſhort, and thick. Thoſe of the cow are round, 
and heavy. The hare's,' and aſs's ears are 
long, and nearly of the ſame thickneſs. The 
dog, and ſwine have flapping ears. The 
ſheep, alone has ears, that can compare with 
the horſe The ear of the horſe. receives 
great beauty alſo from it's colour, as well 

as form, The cars of bay, and grey horſes 
are generally tipped with black, which melts 
into the colour of the head. But the car 
of the horſe receives it's greateſt beauty from 
motion. The ear of no animal has that 


vibrating 


— 
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vibrating power. The ears of a ſpirited horſe 
are continually in motion; | quivering, and 
darting their ſharp points towards every object, 
that preſents: and the action is ſtill more 
beautiful, when the ears are ſo well ſet on, 
that the points are drawn nearly together. 
Virgil, who was among the moſt accurate 
obſervers of nature, takes notice of this qui- 
vering mode in the cars (56 Whhſhc. | 


LOT 


"el qua ſonum procel arma den, 
Stare loco neſcit; micat auriþus e— 


The ſame word, which he uſes here to expreſs 
the motion of a horſe's ears, he uſes elſewhere 
to expreſs the gleaming of arms; the glittering 
of 'a gem; and the "vibrating motion of a 
ſerpent's tongue.——But it is not only the 
quivering motion of the horſe's ears, that we 
_ admire; we admire them alſo as the inter- 
preters of his paſſions ; particularly of fear, 
which ſome denominate courage : and of anger, 
or malice. The former he expreſſes by darting 
them forward; the latter, by laying them back. 

This digreffion hath carried me much 
farther, than I intended; but the mutilation 
of the tail, and ears of this noble animal is 
ſo offenſive to reaſon, and common ſenſe, that 

I have 


F BH 
1 have been imperceptibly led on by my in- 


dignation. Tho nothing I can ſay on the 


ſubject, I am well perſuaded, can weigh 


againſt the authority of grooms, and jockies, 
ſo as to make a general reform: yet if, here 


and there, a ſmall party could be raiſed in 
oppoſition to this ſtrange cuſtom, it might 
in time perhaps obtain faſhion on it's fide, —— 
We commonly ſuppoſe, that when mankind 
in general agree in a point, there is truth. I 
believe no nation upon .carth, except the 


Engliſh, have the cuſtom among them, of 


docking, nicking, and cropping their horſes. 
be wiſdom too of all antiquity decides 
fully againſt the practice. Inſtances perhaps 
might be found in the bas-reliefs of the Anto- 
nine column, and other remains of Roman 


antiquity, both of the cropt ear, and of the 


hogged-mane, (which I take for granted were 
never practiſed, except in caſes of deſect,) but 
I am perſuaded, no one inſtance can be found, 
in all the remains of Grecian, or Roman anti- 
quity, of a bart dock, or a nag-tail, _ 


7 


Beſides the horſe, the foreſt is much fre- 


quented by another animal of his genus, 
inferior 
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inferior indeed in dignity; but ſuperior in 
pictureſque beauty; I mean the aſs. Among 
all the tribes of animals, ſcarce one is more 
ornamental in landſcape. In what this pic- 
tureſque beauty conſiſts, whether in his pe- 
culiar character in his ſtrong lines—in his 
colouring—in the roughneſs of his coat—or 
in the mixture of all—would be difficult per- 
haps to aſcertain. The obſervation however 
is undoudtedly true; and every pictureſque 
eye will acknowledge it. Berghem bears full 
teſtimony to it's truth. In his pictures the 
aſs makes often the moſt diſtinguiſhed figure: 
and a late excellent landſcape- painter“, I have 
heard, generally kept this animal by him, 
that he might have it always at hand to 
introduce in various attitudes, into his pic- 
tures. I have heard alſo, that a plaiſter-caſt 
of an aſs, modelled by him, is fold in the 
ſhops in London: but I never ſaw it. 


One reaſon indeed for repleniſhing the foreſt 
ſo much with aſſes, is the propagation of 


— — 
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| mules; of which great numbers are bred in 


many parts of it: at leaſt the breed was much 
incouraged before the troubles of America, 
whither ſeveral were every year exported, _ 
The mule is by no means fo pictureſque... 
an animal as the aſs; and is rarely introduced 
in landſcape; chiefly, I ſuppoſe, becauſe he 


has not {6 determined a character. He is 


neither a horſe, nor an aſs, and yet has 
a reſemblance to both. To make an object 
truly pictureſque, it ſhould be marked ſtrongly 
with ſome peculiar character. Beſides, the 


mule varies in form, as much from himſelf, 


as he does either from the horſe, or the aſs. 


He follows his ſire. A mule bred from an 


Arabian, differs as much from the offspring 
of a foreſter, as the two fires themſelves. 


This alſo injures his pictureſque character. 


——— The mule, from which the annexed. 
drawing was taken, was a mule of blood. 


The aſs alfo varies from itſelf ; but not ſo 


much as the mule. It is here. repreſented 
under one of it's moſt elegant forms, that it 
may the more juſtly be compared with-a mule 
of the. ſame deſcription, 
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With horned cattle of courſe, the foreſt, 
like all other large waſtes, abounds ; and this 
is a ſource of great pictureſque beauty. 
The zncloſure preſents only a ſmall number 

at once, the property of ſome ſingle perſon : 
o but in the foreſt, the cattle of all the neigh- 
| bouring hamlets, and cottages, paſture to- 
gether. We ſee them often in large herds ; 
and in ſummer, the ſeaſon of landſcape, they 
are drawn in numbers, to favorite ſpots, par- 
ticularly about pools, and rivulets; where 
the various combinations, and attitudes they 
form are beautiful, and pictureſque, in the 
higheſt degree. Beſides, they appear in a 
foreſt to much more advantage, than they 
can poſſibly do within the formality of 
hedges. 


But of all animals, with which the foreſt 
abounds, the ſtag is in a peculiar manner 
adapted to it's ſcenes. The wildneſs of his 

nature harmonizes with them; and the beauty 
| nature 
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of his form adorns them. We admire his 
erect front; his ſpreading horns, on which 
he ſometimes wears above twenty antlers; 
his limbs finiſhed with ſo much 2 and 
his ſtately, meaſured pace. 

But here perhaps the advocate for accking | 
horſes will glory in the ſhort tail of the ſtag. 
He has no reaſon. There is no doubt, nature 
has provided for the exigences of the ſtag 
in his ſpeed, as well as for thoſe of the horſe. 
It is true, the ſhortneſs of the tail in ſo beau- 
tiful an animal, rather ſeems a deſect. But 
as, in the language of religion, the well - 
ordered mind acknowledges every thing right 
in the works of God—ſo, in the language of 
painting, the pictureſque eye acknowledges 
Some objects indeed may pleaſe leſs than 
others; and be leſs accommodated to the 
rules of painting. But all objects are beſt as . 
nature made them. Art cannot mend 'them. 
Where art interferes, beauty vaniſhes. We 
dreſs the poliſhed lawn : but we only remoye 
what may there be a deformity, tho elſewhere 
a beauty. When we endeavour to improve 
the objeft—when we clip the holly, and trim 
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the box, we introduce deformity. We - 
times indeed artfully remove a branch: but 


it is to open the landſcape ; . 


tbe tree. 
The ſtag, during his firſt year is called a 
calf; and does not aſſume. the name of a flag 
till his fifth ; being known in the intermediate 
years, by certain tecknical names, which none 
but foreſters can remember. In his ſixth year 
he takes the reſpectable title of a hart, Some 
authors have given it to his fifth: but. I 
follow the authority of Manwood®. -— Beſides 
this title, he may till attain two higher degrees 
of honour z thoſe of a bart-royal, and of a 
bart-royat proclaimed. | 
If he be bunted by the king, and eſcape * 
or have his life given him for the ſport he 
has afforded, he becomes from thence forward, 
a bart- royal. If he be hunted out of 
the foreſt, and there eſcape; the king hath . 
ſometimes honoured him with a royal pro- 
clamation ; the purport of which is, to for- 
bid any one to moleſt him, that he may 
have free liberty of returning to his foreſt. 
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From that time he becomes a hart-royal pro- 
claimed. Manw¾ood mentions a fact of this 
kind, which he found on record, in the caſtle 
of Nottingham. It is dated in the time of 
Richard the firſt, who having rouſed a hart 
in Sherwood-foreſt, purſued him as far as 
Barnſdale in Yorkſhire ; where the hart foiled, 
and eſcaped his hounds. The king in grati- 
tude for the diverſion: he had received, or- 
dered him immediately to be proclaimed at 
Tickill, and at all the neighbouring towns. 

An affair of this kind, it is not unlikely, was 
the original of wh:ite-bart-filver, as it is called, 
in the foreſt of Blackmore in Dorſetſhire. 
Some gentlemen, in the time of Henry III, 
having deſtroyed a white hart, which had 
given the king much diverſion (and which, 
it is probable, had been proclaimed )-the king 
laid a heavy fine on their lands ; an acknow- 
ledgment of which was paid into the exchequer 
ſo late as in the reign of Elizabeth“. Hutch- 
ings, in his hiſtory of Dorſetſhire, ſays it is 

paid to this dayF. # 


— 


See Camden's Brit, p. 39. 1 Vol. II. p. 492. 
Inſtances 
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laſtances of favourite ſtags, and of the 
warmth, with which mankind have eſpouſed 
their cauſe, when injured, occur ſo frequently, 
that Virgil thought a circumſtance of this kind 
a proper incident for the whole 1 of Fw 
Encid to _ on; ; 

— Yu Jon prima 


Cauſa fuit, belloque animes accendit agreltes, h 
| Cervus, erat forma præſtanti 3 


In general, the ſtag is a harmleſs, age 
animal. At one ſeaſon only, when he is en- 
gaged in his ſeraglio, he is fierce. You hear 
him roaring, and bellowing, at that time, 
about the foreſt ; meditating revenge on his 
rival, whom he meets, head to head, and foot 
to foot, While he is able with his antlers 
to parry the attach, he ſtands his ground: 
and if he happen to be of equal proweſs with 
his rival, the conflict is obſtinate. But a 
weak adverſary ſoon feels the ſtrength of his 
opponent. He cannot reſiſt his puſh. His 
flanks give way; en driven off 
the field. 
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At theſe ſeaſons of riot the ſtag is faid to 
be dangerous. If therefore in paſſing through 
the foreſt, you ſee him at a diſtance in your 
path, you had better avoid him by turning 
a little to the right, or left. If you do not 
approach, he will not purſue. I have heard 
old foreſter however ſap, they did not re- 
member an inſtance of his ever doing vo- 
luntary miſchief at any time; and aſſert that 
he will always avoid the . paſſenger, if he 
Can. | | 
But it is on all hands agreed, that he 
is highly dangerous, when hard preſſed by 
the hounds, and driven to extremity. When 
the chaſe is well nigh over—when that elaſtic 
vigour, with which at firſt he bounded along 
the plain, is changed into a heavy gallop— 
when his mouth becomes' black and 2 
his tongue hanging from it —and his eye 
marked with Horror and diſmay, (cruel, ſurely, 
to turn ſuch agony into ſport!) his reverence - 
for man is gone: he is driven to deſpair ; and 
all his powers are collected into terror _ 
undiſtinguiſhing fury. 
Some years ago, a ſtag in New-foreſt 
\ preſſed by the hunters, and Juſt entering a 
2 OG was —— by a peaſant; who 
i | fooliſhly, 


627 


booliy, with his arms extended, attempted 


to turn him. The ſtag held his courſe, and 


darting one of his antlers into the man, carried 


him off ſome paces, ſticking upon his horn. 
The man was immediately conveyed to 
Lymin gton, where he lay dangerouſly ill for 
ſome time; but at length recovered. I have 
heard alſo, that when the duke of Bedford 
was lord-warden of the foreſt, his huntſman 
had a horſe killed under him by a ſtag, which 
he croſſed in the ſame imprudent manner. 

We have a beautiful deſcription in Shake- 


"ſpear, which I cannot forbear - introducing, . 
both for the ſake of the picture; and for the 


knowledge it conveys. The ſorrows of the 
dying ſtag—his fighs; his tears; and the 


unfriendly return his diſtreſſes find from all his 


former companions, are circumſtances in his 
hiſtory well-known to the naturaliſt, the 
foreſter, and the huntſman. The melancholy 
Jaques is introduced 1 the enen 
the ground. | 


Above the brook, that brawls along the wood z 

. To the ſame place a poor ſequeſtered flag,. - | 
N That from the hunter's aim had ta'en a hurt, 
e — 


„ The 
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The wretched animal heaved forth ſuch groans, 
That their diſcharge did firetch his leathern coat. 
Almoſt to burſting ; and the big round drops _ 
Conrſed one another down his paticat face. A1 
b — Anon a careleſs herd, 


Full of rich paſture, bounding comes along, 
And never ſtays to greet him. Aye, quoth. ] e 
Sweep on, ye fat and greaſy citizens; , 
"Tis juft' the. faſhion ; wherefore look ye not 
Upon that poor, and broken bankrupt there? 
| i | | 


The hind alfo, in. defence of her calf, is 
equally formidable, as far as her ſtrength 
allows; and her powers of exerting it. She, 
has been known to ſtrike a dog fo violently 
with the ſpring of her fore-feet, 'as to ſtrip 
his ſkin from his fleſh, and hy his fide bare. 

As it is now many years ſince New-foreſt 
| bas been a ſcene of royal · diverſion, the breed 
of ſtags is generally diminiſhed.” It is a rare 
thing now to. meet them in the ſouthern parts 
of it; tho within the memory of man, they 
were ſo numerous, that I have heard an old 


foreſter, pointing to the fide of 'a hill, on 


. Beaulieu heath, ſay, he had ſeen them lying 
there in herds, like cows, and horſes: There 
are ſtill however many in the northern parts 
of the foreſt, particularly about Boldre-wood, 
and Burley-lodges; but, in ee the fal- 
low deer are more encouraged PETR 
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The tag might eafly be trained, like the, 
rein-deer of Lapland, to draw a carriage, 


if we had not animals more proper for the 


| purpoſe. The preſent earl of Orford, T have 
been informed, bred two, by way of experi- 


ment,” which by domeſtication became mana- 


geable, were bitted, and drew a light curricle 


with great gentleneſs, and expedition. The 


only in in a few acer varieties. 
The | Aflow-deer is niuch mord Hmited by 
nature in the place of his abode; and in this 


idand partieulary has been received "only by 


importation. He is ſuppoſed to have but 
two varieties, the ſpotted, and the dark- 
brown. The former is of Indian extraction“: 
the latter was brought from Denmark by 
James I; They are now indeed much inter- 
mixed; but in general the ſpotted race are 
more the inhabitants of the park; the brown, 
van is . bardier * rap he e 
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ſtag is a native of our iſland; as indeed he is 
found in moſt parts of the world; differing 
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5 The latter is the more pictureſque animal. 
The uniform {pot of the yariegated deer is not 
ſo pleaſing, as one ſimple brown-tint, melting 


away by degrees into a ſofter hue, which pro- 
duces a fort of natural light and ſhade ; an: 


indeed all colours do, which blend gently 
into each other. | 

Foreſt-deer, tho hp at large, ſeldom 
ſtray far from the walk, where they are bred: 
and the keeper, who is ſtudious, that his deer 
may not travel into the limits of their neigh- 
bours, incourages their fondneſs for home, by 
feeding them, in winter, with holly, and other 
- Plants, which they love; and browzing them 
in ſummer with the ſpray of aſh. When he 
, diſtributes his dole, he commonly makes a 

hollowing noiſe to call his diſperſed family 
together, In calm ſummer-evenings, if you 
frequent any part of the foreſt near a lodge, 
you will hear this hollowing noiſe reſounding 
through the woods; and if you are not appriſed 
of it, you will be apt to wonder, each —_— | 
at it's periodical exactneſs. 

Deer feed generally in the 1 or at * 
dawn, and retire in the day to the ſhelter of 
the woods. Their morning retreat is thus | 


Pictureſquely deſcribed. 3 


5 — — To ears 090k; 
; "And opens all the Lay proſpedt wide; W5 
The hazy woods the mountain's miſty top, 
Swell on the ſight: while o'er the foreſt-glade, | 
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| At _ paſſengers 


Mr. Ferinane tell use, tulle Gamsen the: 
peaſants frequently watch their corn, the 


whole night, to preſerve. it from the depre- 
dations of deer. He needed not, on this head, 


to have carried ſo far from home: the bor 
derers of New-foreſt / are / equally ſubject to 
the depredations of theſe animals; and are often 
obliged; - when the neighbouring deer have 
gotten a haunt of their corn- lands, to burn 


fires all night to deter them. I heard a farmer 
ſay, that it coſt him five pounds, one ſummer, 
to guard eight acres of wheat. It is a remark: 


among foreſters, that all. the deer-kind are 
particularly offended by diſagreeable ſmells. 
the 
topes with tar, which he ſets up as fences; 
fires, to diſſeminate the odour in the ſmoaaæ. 


The farmer commonly therefore ſmears 


# „ 
2 
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We need not wonder if ſuch depredations 


provoke acts of violence. Tho protected by 


law, theſe atrocious marauders very often, and 
deſervedly, ſuffer death for their offences. 
A farmer however, not long ago, paid dear 
for taking the adminiſtration of juſtice, into 
his own hands, on an occaſion of this kind. 
He had frequently lamented the depredations 
an-his corn; and being at · all events determined 
to retaliate, he narrowly obſerved his fields; 
and having found the track, along which the 
nightly plunderer advanced, he took his ſtation 
near it, as evening drew on, with a rifled barrel 
well loaden. After much liſtening, and 
many little alarms, he at laſt heard the buſhes 
crackling, and giving way in earneſt. He 
now. made himſelf ſure of his prey; and lying 
- cloſe, he levelled his piece, ſo as juſt to take 
the ſtag, as he emerged from the thicket. 
The night was dark; but however allowed 
him ſufficient light to take aim at ſo large a 
body. He fired with effect; and had the 
pleaſure to ſee his enemy fall. But, on run- 
ning to him, he was ſtruck with finding he 
had killed one of the beſt horſes of his own 
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The ſheep does not frequent the foreſf in 
any abundance, Here and there you find a 


little flock. on a dry gravelly hill: but, in 
general, the foreſt abounds with ſwamps, and 
marſhy bottoms, highly pernicious ''to the 


ſheep—the: only animal perhaps, except one, 


which purſues with the greateſt avidity, what 


is moſt deſtructive to it. It is the leſs how- 


ever to be lamented, that the lawns of the 
foreſt are not decorated with theſe animals; 
as they are certainly leſs adapted to a foreſt- 
ſcene, than deer; tho in themſelves perhaps/ 
more pictureſque. The - foreſt is wild; and 
they are domeſtic. 


With hares and rabbits: the foreſt abounds? 
The latter are the under-keeper's  perquiſite ; 
and of courſe well looked after. There are 
many dry, ſandy knolls, where colonies of 
theſe inmates are ſettled ; which are not among 
r 7% 
the foreſt. ronent© ict 
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|" In the ſane clas we rank the ſquirrel. He 


is not of conſequence to be numbered among 
the pictureſque ornaments of a ſcene: but his 


form, and manners; his activity, and feats of 
dexterity, are very amuſing. On extraordinary 


occaſions, when he is agitated by love, or 


anger, his muſcles acquire tenfold elaſticity. - 
He deſcends a 'tree in a rapid ſpiral, as quick 

as thought—darts up another in an oppoſite 
diretion—flings himſelf from tree to tree with 
amazing exaQtneſs—and © purſues his mate; 


or his rival, among the. mazy branches of an 
| oak, with a velocity that cludes the fight. _ 


/ 


| Pheaſants alſo greatly abound in many parts 
of the foreſt. In the manors of Beaulieu, 


_ Fawley, and other places, where they are 


protected, they multiply beyond belief. They 
are ſeen often in flocks feeding like. poultry, 
in the fields; and adorning the woods, and 


copies, with their ___ _ ood! "oy 


* 


The 
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The partridge is not ſo fond of the wild 
| ſcenes of the foreſt, as the t. She is 

more the bird of cultivation. Where the 
plough - flouriſhes, ſhe ' thrives; and ſeldom 
chuſes to inhabit a country in a ſtate of nature. - 
The pheaſant has no objection to a field of 
corn; but he can procure his living without 
t. He can make a hearty meal of the wild 
berries of the woods.: or content himſelf with 
a belly-full of acorns. To him therefore corn 
is a luxury; to the partridge it is a neceſſary. 
She is generally found gleaning the ſtubble, 
or baſking under a hedge ; and gets into many 
a difficulty, which ſhe might have avoided by 
feeding more at large. Sometimes indeed ſhe - 
is found in the foreſt ; but it is chiefly when: 
ſhe is hunted by men and dogs from me- 
vourite haunts | | 7 


The ' black=cock, on the other hand, is 
more a foreſter, than even the pheaſant. He 
has no connection with man. He ſcorns 
the incloſure; and all the daintics of the 
ſtubble. The wild foreſt is his only delight; 
and 
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and there, his pleaſures ſie more in it's open, 


than in it's woody ſcenes. This bird wass 


formerly found in great abundance in New- 
foreſt; but he is now much ſcarcer; tho he 
has the honour, which no other bird can 
boaſt, of being protected as royal game. To 
this day when the chief-juſtice-in-eyre, grants 
his warrants to kill game in the foreſt, he always 
excepts the black- cock, Denn with red, and 
fallow- deer. 


The plaintive ene alſo is a a ad- 
mirer of the woody ſcenes of the foreſt. 
Many ſuppoſe her a ſolitary bird ; at leaſt, 
that ſhe flies only with her mate; confound- 
ing her habits perhaps with thoſe of the - 
turtle-dove; which, I believe, is ſolitary : 
but the ring-dove is certainly gregarious : I 
have often ſeen in the foreſt large flocks of 
this ſpecies together, in the winter months ; 
ſo well the poet knew their nature, by con- 
traſting them with the woad-cock : 

While doves in flocks the leafleſs trees o'er-ſhade ; 


The lonely wood-cock haunts the watry glade. * 


The 


( 287 ) 


- The wood-cock indeed is ſometimes ſen 
in the foreſt : but the rough lawns and heaths, 


bee finds there, do not intirely ſuit his appetite. 


He is curious in the choice of his haunts. 
He muſt have ſome ſweet woody glen, watered 
by little ouzing moſly rills, into which 
he may eaſily thruſt his beak; and theſe 
nn en 
foreſt. 


The ſnipe, leſs delicate i in her haunts, is 
the frequent inhabitant of the wildeſt ſcenes, 
Any ſwamp, or marſhy ſpot will pleaſe her; 
and of theſe ſhe finds abundance in ee 
Parts of the foreſt. 5 


Plover, of different kinds, are common 
alſo in it's heathy parts. I have ſome- 
times ſeen large flocks of the grey ſpecies; | 
and have ſtood admiring them, as they in- 
. Circled the air. In their regular mode of 
flight, they in ſome degree reſemble - water- 
fowl : but they are not fo determined in their 

gp . 
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courſe; wheeling about, and forming various 
evolutions, which are very amuſing. Some- 
times they appear all ſcattered, and ſeem in 


confuſion ; till cloſing together, as if by the — 


word of command, they get RO into form, 
f | 24 $8 87 
{fi | 


With regard to all - andes of the 
grove, the woody ſcenes of the foreſt are vocal 
with them. The thruſh, the black-bird, the 
linnet, and the nightingale, abound on every 
ſpray. The nightingale above all, delights in 
the wild ſcenes of the foreſt. The black-bird, 


and the thruſh are often ſeen tripping over 


the embelliſhed lawn, or flirting from the neat 
trimmed holly-bedge. But the nightingale rarely 
frequents theſe cultured ſpots. To her they 
afford little pleaſure. Her commoneſt haunts 
are thoſe of nature—the brake, the copſe, the 


rough hedge, or the foreſt, where ſhe ſings 


her melodious ſtrains to woods, , and ſolitude ; 
and often 

-waſtes her n on the deſert air: 
only that as voice,” ſo vatied, clear, and full, 


is heard far and wide, when the evening is 
| ſitill; 
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till; almoſt at hand, tho in the diſtant 
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In Among the birds F harmony, there are two, 
which I ſhall find it difficult perhaps to eſ- 
tabliſh in that claſs—the jay, and the wood 
pecker. Their ſcreams; / however diſcordant 
in themſelves, or when out of place, accord 
admirably, with the foreſt ; and produce that 
kind of local harmony, which one of our 
old poets * aſeribes to the ſound of à drum: 

it may be Moment in . 6 85 


Whaz found js 2 A Jar? 
"Tis noiſe in peace; tho harmony in ar. 
The drum, whoſe doub1ful mufic doth delight 
The willing ear, and the amwilling fright, 
« We take muſic however here (according 
to a very good definition of it) in the large, 
and proper ſenſe of the word—as the art of 
_ variouſly. affecting the N by the power 7 
2 | 


— 


* 
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But beſides the harmony arifſing from the 
een, of theſe wild notes with the ſcenes | 
bf the foreſt; there is another ſource of it 
in the ſympathetic feelings of the mind. 
Theſe wild notes excite ideas of thoſe pleaſing 
foceſt- ſoenes / where we have commonly heard 
them. But! ſhall give my moaning! in _ 
| — than my ow . 


1 ie in fouls 4 Geeks ih ſounds; | 
And as the mind is pitched, the ear is pleaſed bw 
Wick melting airs, or martial? briſk, or grave. 
Some chord in uniſaꝶ with what we bear, 

Is touched within us, and the heart replies. 

' How foft-the muſic of thoſe village-bells, - 
Falling at intervals upon the ear r 
In cadence ſweet ? now dying all away ; 

Now pealing loud again, and louder fill," 
Clear, and ſonorous, as the gale comes on. 
With eaſy force it opens all the cells, 

Where memory flept ; wherever I have heard 
A kindred melody, the ſcene recurs ; 
| And with it all it's pleaſures 


\ 
* 


But however diſcordant the notes of theſe 
birds may be to the faſtidious ear; their rich, 
yet harmonious plumage, muſt at leaſt recom- 
mend them as highly ornamental to every ſcene, 


11 
which they frequent. —— gael 


fivularly-is arrayed in the richeſt phitdge of 
any bird we have,” except the | king-<filher t 


yet all his ſplendid tints are perfectly har- 
monious:/ The jay alſo -is beautifully tinted = 
on his back, and breaſt, with a light purpliſt 
hue, intermixed with grey; and his wing 
is perhaps the moſt admirable piece of work - 
n in the whole kathered e mn. 


da the r le art 
wood-pecker, I ſhould not ſeruple alſo to 
PF 
the harmony of the woods, as much 'as his 
voice: ſupports it. Independent of his man 
ners, he is one of the moſt harmonious aps 
pendages of the foreſt; where Mr. Pennant 
makes him indigenous s. He is too final 
for pictureſque 'uſc z but highly ornamuntal to 
the natural ſcenes His motions are eaſy; aid. 
beautiful in à great degree. He: does not 
flap his pinions, like the rock, or the mag- 
pie; and labour 6 air: he daile 


* * — 
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along, with ſteady wing, as if he were lord 
of the element, on which he rode. But 


what harmonize chiefly with the foreſt are 


his wild ſcreams, which ſtrike notes in pe- 
culiar uniſon with thoſe ſcenes, over which he 


fails. 73 1 


— * that fwim fublims 
"In Kill repeated circles ſcreaming loud, ; 
Have charms for me. - FU 
l 
Yet heard in ſcenes, where peace for ever reigns, 
Pleaſe v1 Sag bomefroone 
* 


It is remarkable, that we ; fldam ſee more 
then) dee: ee eee 
and the female. They ſeem to divide the 
foreſt into provinces.. Each bird hath his 
own; and, with more than princely caution, 
avoids his neighbour's. It is his great em- 
4 t to circle through the air, as the 
poet deſcribes him above, in various evo- | 
lutions over his own woody dominions; 
where with keen eye, and keener talons, 
— lb 
2 | 0 T Bic 1 vie 


very 
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Very often" the eagle himſelf is found - i 


the foreſt. Mountainous, and rocky 'coun- 


tries are his delight.” On the ledge of ſome 


, ſteep, prominent rock he builds-his eyry, and 
rears his royal ' progeny.” But when food be- 


comes "ſcarce in thoſe" deſolate regions,” as it 
ſometimes does, he finds it convenient to make 
an excurſion into the foreſt. Here he hunts 


the leveret, and the fawn ; and ſcreens | his 


atrocious deeds in the cloſeſt woods. Wher- 
ever he is ſeen, the watchful foreſter endeavours 
to keep him jn fight, till he bring him to the : 

Do 


ground. And yet I have heard of apair 
eagles, which took poſſeſſion of à part of the 


foreſt, called King's-wood, where they eluded - 
all the arts of the keeper, and continued their 


annual depredations, for ſeveral. years. Some 


time ago, an eagle was killed, after three 
diſcharges, near Aſhy-lodge; and was ex- 


tended, like the imperial arms, in the court- 
room of the king - houſe at Lyndhurſt. 


Of all. the feathered inhabitants of tho 


- foreſt I ſhould have thought it's ſcenes, in all 
reſpects, the beſt adapted to the rook. Here 


he might build his habitation ; and rear his 
9 young 
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young, far from the prying eyes of men. Here 


alfo he might indulge his ſocial temper without 8 


limits; and inlarge his aerial town from wood 
to Wood. But be has no ſuch ideas. I 
cannot learn that he ever thought of forming 
a a ſettlement in the ſoreſt; which is the more 
extraordinary, as he is in fact a lover of it's 
ſeenes; and rejoices in them at all times, but 
in the breeding ſeaſon, when one ſhauld ima» 
gine, he ſtood moſt in need of their ſhelter. 
At that time he ſeems ſedulouſſy to court the 
' faithleſs habitations of men 3 through what 
propenſity, or inſtin of nature, the naturaliſt 
is wholly at a loſs to determine. After his 
family is reared, and he has carried off in fafety 
ſuch of his progeny, as have, eſcaped. the arts 
of men, and boys, he retires. every ęvening, 
months, to the cloſeſt covers. of the foreſt, 
having ſpent the day in the open fields, and 
incloſures, in queſt of food. ' His late retreat 
to the foreſt, is characteriſtic of the near 
approach of night. 05 | 

| — Night . and the crow 

Makes wing to a wooky wood. — 


And again, ü 
Retiring from the downs, e ap 
They pick their ſoanty fare, a blackening train 


of 


n 
b WN 


But in n K 4 economy there's Golding "0 ; 
pular. Tho the foreſt is his winter-habitation 
if 1 may call that his habitation, which, like 


other vagrants, he uſes only as a. place to ſleep 


in) he generally every day viſits his tiurſery 3 


keeping up the idea of a family, which he 
begins to make promo for me ny 


_ early in the ſpring. 
Among all the ſounds of pM Pre fore 


are more pleaſing than the cawing of xooks, 
The rook has but two, or three notes; and when 
he attempts = ſolo, we cannot praiſe his ſong. 
n when he performs in concert, Which is 

his chief delight, theſe two or three notes, 
| tho rough in themſelves, being mixed, and 


intermixed with the notes of a multitude, have 


all their ſharp edges worn off, and become 
very barmonious; l when ſaftened in 


e e the lee of 

gun. Tbe cawing of rocks however is 

rin 
* | (55 
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| Among the winged inhabitants of 15 belt 
we ſhould not forget the honey-bee, which 


every where covers the ſurface of it. Theſe 


wide demeiſns are in many parts ſpread with 
heath, which, is one of the favorite vege= 
tables of this induſtrious inſect. Where this 
abounds, the cottager commonly carries out 
his hives in winter, hiding them, as he can, 
from obſervation; and fencing them from the 
annoyance of cattle. There he leaves them, 
till ſwarming-time, when they neceſſarily 
become the objects of his care; and if he is 
fortunate, his profits are conſiderable. 1 knew . 
a cottager who made above fifteen guineas, in 
one year, of his foreſt-honey; tho he ſold it 
only at three pence a pound. Sometimes the 
hive is diſcovered, and ſtolen; tho in general 
it is a garriſon, which can defend itſelf pretty 
well : however as the prudent peaſant never 
places all his wealth in one place, he generally , 
at worſt, ſecures enough | to repay his trouble. 


85 —— Hampſhire-honey is in good eſteem; but - 


it is rather the honey produced in the northern 
parts of the county, than what is commonly 
_ 


4 


3 


Another ſpecies of fly Walt pes be l 


over; which is one of | the greateſt nuiſances | of 


the foreſt. In form it is not unlike the com- 


mon black fly, and about it's fize; but it's 
colour is different. It is a bright-coated, 


brown inſect; well-caſed; ftrong ; and ver 


retentive of life®. It has a fide-long, crawling 
motion, like a crab. The horſe is it's favo- 


rite quarry, tho it attacks the cow, and other 


animals. Lou may ſometimes ſee hundreds 
of theſe inſects neſtling under the tail, and 
belly of ſuch horſes, as are patient of them; 
as. the Neu- foreſt horſe commonly is by 
long ſufferance. But to ſuch horſes, as are 


unaccuſtomed to theſe teafing ' inſets, they 


are-a pri torment ; tho it is doubtful, 


whether they are blood - ſuckers, or ſubſiſt 


only on ſach juices as exude through the 
ſkin, In this latter caſe they offend the 
horſe only tickling him; for which oper 
tion their legs are well adapted, appearing, in 


a microſcope, armed with ſharp talons, like 


N 
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of the foreſt. Along it's ſhores, bordering on 


the iſle of Wight, it is furniſhed with a new | 


ſet of inhabitants——thoſe various tribes / of 
ſea-fowl, which frequent, the brackiſh waters 
of an eſtuary. | | 
Among the moſt common, as well as the 
moſt beautiful, i is the gull. Water-fowl, in a 
particular manner, diſcover in their flight ſome 
determined aim. They eagerly coaſt the river, 
or return to the ſea; bent on ſome purpoſe; 
of which they never loſe light. But the evo- 
lutions of the gull appear capricious, and un- 
directed, both when the flies alone, and, as 
ſhe often does, in large companies. The 
more however her character ſuffers as a loiterer, 
the more it is raiſed in pictureſque value, by 
her continuing longer before the eye; and 
diſplaying, in ber elegant ſweeps along the air, 
her ſharp- pointed wings, and bright ſilyery 
hue. She is beautiful alſo, not only on the 
wing, but when ſhe floats, in numerous aflem- 
blies, on the water; or when ſhe reſts on the 
ſhore, dotting either one, or the other with 
white ſpots; which, minute as they are, are 
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very. pictureſque 4. and may properly. be intro» 
duced in landſcape ; giving life and ſpirit ty 

2 view. Sca-painters particularly make great 
uſe of this bird, and often with good effect. 


1 _A'the:whadiag motion of the gull is beau: 
tifal, ſo alſo is the figured flight of the gooſe, 


the duck, and the widgeon; all of which are 
highly ornamental to coaſt- views, bays and 
eſtuaries. We often fee innumerable bodies 
of theſe, and other ſea-fowl, congregated in 
prin pe ar r Te. 


En . ire 
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nn are one wild: e. 


pictureſque light theſe. living clouds yy 
Wut value; unleſs indeed ſome wild, for- 
lon, and rocky coaſt is preſented, where theſe 
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ſea-fowls commonly breed ; and where in great 
bodies they are res Ne. Hic. 


Among the filtary birds, which POWs 
the eſtuaries of rivers, the hern, and the 
cormorant are of too much conſequence to be 
omitted. | 

The form, in which the hern contracts his 
long neck in flying—his out-ſtretched legs— 
the folemn flapping of his wings—his eaſy 
deliberation in' taking the ground—the blueiſh 
tint of his. plumes, ſoftening into white—and 
his patient, and attentive poſture, as he ſtands 
fiſhing on the ſhore—are all, circumſtances 
as far as they go, pictureſque. His hoarſe note 
too, at pauſing intervals, as he paſſes through 
the air, tho harſh and diſcordant when un- 
aided by it's proper accompaniments, like 
other notes of the ſame kind, when the ſcenes 
of nature act in concert with it, hath it's 
full energy, and effect. call the hern a 
ſolitary bird, becauſe his common habits, and 
manner of ſeeking his food, are ſolitary : we 
ſeldom ſee more than two in company ; tho, 
like the rook, he breeds in large ſocieties. 


Nor 
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Nor i is 4 cormorant without his * 
lis eager, ſteady, determined flight his 
plunging into the waters his wild look, 
as if conſcious of guilt—his buſtle on being 
alarmed; ſhaking the moiſture from his. fea= 
thers, and daſhing about, till he get fairly diſ- 
engaged, are all amuſing circumſtances in his 
hiſtory. But he is a mercileſs villain ; ſup- 
poſed by naturaliſts to be furniſhed with a 
greater variety of predatory arts, than any bird 
that inhabits the waters. When the tide re- 
tires, he wings his ardent flight with ſtrong 
pinions, and out-ſtretched neck, along .the 
ſhores of the deſerted river ; with all the chan, 
nels, and curtents of which he is better ac- 
quainted, than - the mariner with his chart. 
Here he commits infinite ſpoil. Or, if he find 
kis prey leſs plentiful in the ſhallows, he is at 
no loſs in deeper water. He dives to the bot- 
tom, and viſits the eel in her retirement, of 
all others his favourite morſel“ . In vain 


the fowler eyes him from the bank; and takes 


his ſtand behind the buſh. The cormorant. 


des other parts of his hiſtory, p. 172. a 
EN auicker- 
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quicker-fighted, knows his danger; and parries 
it with a glance of his eye. If he chuſe not 
to truſt his pinions, in a moment he is un- 
der water—riſes again in ſome diſtant part 
inſtantly ſinks a ſecond time; and eludes the 
poſſibility of taking aim. Even if a random- 
| ſhot ſhould touch him, unleſs it carry a weight 
of metal, his ſides are ſo well caſed, and his 
muſcular frame ſo robuſt, that he eſcapes 
miſchief. If the weather ſuit, he fiſhes 
alſo dexterouſly at ſea. Or perhaps he only 
varies his food between ſea-fiſh, and river-fiſh, 
as his palate prompts. When he has filled 
his maw, he retires to the ledge of ſome pro- 
jecting rock; where he liſtens to the ſurges 
below in doſing contemplation, till hunger 
again awaken his powers of 8 


sr. 
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. Concluſion of the. whole. | 


P — 8 


"J"HUS 1 bare: camied my teader dsogh 
1 all the varieties I know, of wood» 
land ſeenes. I conſidered firſt the ſingle tree 


as the origin, and foundation of all. I con- 


under the | ſeveral beautiful forms of ſcenery, 
which: they compoſe: and as the foreſt is of 
all others, the grandeſt, and moſt intereſting 
combination of trees; I dwelt the longeſt on 
this. part of my ſubject ; ſelecting New-foreſt 
in Hampſhice as an example to illuſtrate the 


ſeveral obſervations I had made. Through | 


this pictureſque country I have led my reader 
geographically ; and have preſented him with 
a great variety of beautiful ſcenes——woods— 
_ lawns——haths—foreſt-diftances—and ſea-coaſt 
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views. I have adorned theſe ſcenes alſo with 
their proper appendages, wild horſes, deer, 


and other pictureſque inhabitants. I might 
greatly have multiplied both my general and 
ticular remaks ; but I fear 1 ought rather 
apologize for my ner, chan my 

Mons. 

I now cloſe my obietvetions with a ſigh 
over the tranſitory ſtate of the ſeveral ſcenes, 
I have deſcribed. I mean not, with unphi- 
loſophic weakneſs, to bemoan the periſhable 
condition of ſublunary things ; but to lament 
only, that,. of all ſublunary things, the 
wood-land-ſcene, which is among the moſt 
beautiful, ſhould be among the moft periſhable. 
Some ſpecies of landſcape are of permanent 
nature ; ſuch particularly as depend on rocks, 
mountains, lakes, and rivers. The ornamen- 
tal appendages indeed of theſe ſcenes, the 
oaks, and elms, that adorn them, are of a 
more tranſient kind. But the grand con- 
Nituent parts of them may be ſuppoſed coeval 
with nature itſelf. Nothing leſs than ſome 
general convulſion can injure them. | 

Such landſcape again -as depends for beauty 
on. old caſtles, abbeys, and other ruins, ge- 
nerally eſcapes for ages the depredations of 
Ge tune, 


( 395 )) 
time. If the woody appendages of theſe ſcenes, 
like thoſe of lakes, and mountains, are open 
to injury, yet a quick vegetation reſtores them 
ſpeedily to nature—unleſs indeed the perſever- 
ing hand of improvement intervene. 
But the landſcape, which depends chiefly 
on uoad- land ſcenery, is always open to in- 
jury. Every graceleſs, hand can fell à tree. 
The value of timber is it's misfortune. It is 
rarely ſuffered to ſtand, when it is fit for uſe; 
and in a cultivated country, woods 'are con- 
ſidered only as large corn-fields ; cut, as ſoon 
as ripe: and when they are cut for the uſes, 
to which they are properly deſigned, tho we 
may lament, we ſhould not repine. But when 
they are cut, as they often are, yet imma- 
ture, to make up a matrimonial purſe, or to 
carry the profits of them to race-grounds, 
and gaming-houſes, we cannot help wiſhing 
the profligate poſſeſſors had been placed, like 
lunatics, and idiots, under the care of guardians, 
who might have prevented ſuch ruinous, and 
unwarrantable waſte. _ * 
The depredations, which we have 25 — 7 
in every part of New. foreſt; and the vaſt 
- quantities of timber, which are felled, every 


year, for the navy; and regularly aff gned for 
vox. II. X various 
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various other purpoſes, cannot but make a 
conſiderable change in it's ſcenery. The de- 
ſeription therefore, which I have given of it, 
is not the deſcription of what it was in the 
laſt century, nor of what it will be in the next. 
Many alterations in particular ſcenes have 
taken place, even ſince this work was begun. 
In a fore- ground, the cutting down of two 
or three ſtately trees makes an eſſential al- 
teration; and much change of this kind hath 
been made in many places. In theſe inſtances 
therefore the remarks here offered muſt be 
conſidered as hj i/tory, rather than as 4 eſeription. 
They attempt to chronicle ſcenes, which once 
exiſted, and are now gone. That grand viſta, 
which hath been deſcribed between Brokenhurſt, 
and Lyndhurſt, hath, ſince theſe remarks were 
made, undergone WE, change. Many of the 
nobler trees, which adorncd it, have been felled : 
and many of the old decaying trees, and others 


which had been ſtunted under the ſhade of thoſe, 


that had been felled, are now grown ſtill more 
decayed, and ragged. . They are ill-clad and thin; 
and their withered branches every where ſtare 
out, unadorned, and naked through their meagre 
foliage. From theſe cauſes, and the deformed 
W223 which the felling of good trees hath oc- 

| caſlohed, 
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caſioned, this avenue hath loſt much of it's 
beauty. The reader will ſtill remember, 
that when in the early part of the work e, I. 
conſidered the maladies of trees as a ſource of 
pictureſque beauty, I meant it only with regard 
to individuals placed in particular circumſtances. 
Here, where we are contemplating the beauties 
of what ſhould be a rich foreſt-ſcene, they are 
out of place. It muſt however be added, 
that altho theſe changes are continually hap- 
pening among the ancient oaks of the foreſt ; 
yet as young trees are growing old, nature is 
alſo continually working up new fore-grounds 
to her landſcapes; tho it is a much eaſier 
buſineſs to deform, than to reftore. 

In the diſtant ſcenery of the foreſt indeed, 
where effect depends on yaſt combinations of 
trees, and may be produced even from the 
inferior kinds, the inroads of the axe are leſs 
obſerved, Tho the choiceſt oaks therefore may 
be removed; yet if a ſufficiency of meaner trees 
is left, no conſiderable change will happen, for 
many years, in the diſtant landſcapes of the 
foreſt, The lawns, and heaths, in which it's 


® See vol. I, p. 8. 
| greateſt 


( 88 ) 


greateſt beauty confiſts, will preſerve their or- 
naments: and, unleſs where their dimenſions 
are ſmall (in which caſe ſtately trees are re- 
quiĩred as fore - grounds,) they may long remain 
the objects of adntiration. 
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